
GCSE History at Tolworth Girls’ School 



What do we study, and why study History?

• History has never been more relevant! Recent world events lend themselves perfectly and will 
allow you to understand the contexts for many modern issues, e.g. pandemics, America and 
Russian relations, etc. 

Medicine through time, 
c1250 - present

Early Elizabethan England, 
1558 - 1588 

Superpower relations and 
the Cold War, 1941 - 91

Russia and the Soviet 
Union, 1917 – 1941

‘A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin, and culture, is like a tree without 
roots’ – Marcus Garvey, Jamaican political activist. 



Exam board 

• The exam board we use is Edexcel. 



What skills will I develop and what will I study?

• You will gain a huge range of skills directly linked to future study and 
career options! 

• You will become a successful independent learner and a critical and 
reflective thinker. 

• You will become experts at charting change and continuity, 
evaluating historical significance, and a whole host of other historical 
skills. 

• You will be able to confidently structure and communicate your 
knowledge in different forms while reaching substantiated 
conclusions. 



Links to your future – Where can History take 
you? 

• History, through further study, can link to any career of your choice! From a 
career in medicine to a career in law. The below options are the most 
popular choices for those studying the subject: 

• National and local government
• Public services
• NHS management 
• Heritage & Museums 
• Teaching (the best!) 
• Solicitors & Law 
• Politician 
• Business

Did you know?
13% of MPs in government studied 
History throughout their education 
through to university! Second place 

only to Politics (of course!) 



Are there any trips?

• Yes! 

• In Year 10 you will go on a 3-day residential
trip to Belgium to tour the major battlefields 
sights along with exploring the city of Ypres. 

• This directly links to our GCSE study of 
Medicine with a focus on the Western Front 
in WW1. 



What and how am I to be assessed?

• At the end of Year 11, there are three exams. The GCSE is 100% exam 
questions. History is a very heavy writing subject. 

• Medicine through time = 40%

• Russia and the Soviet Union = 30% 

• Elizabeth & Cold War (same exam paper, although different topics!) = 
30% (15% each topic) 

• There is no coursework 

Paper 1 – Medicine 1 hour 45 minutes
Paper 2 – Cold War and Elizabeth

1 hour 15 minutes
Paper 3 – Russia 

1 hour 15 minutes



What our students say 

• I asked a selection of students across Y9-Y11 to write a few comments 
about how they find History and what they would think they would 
have liked to know in Y8. 

• I was expecting a few answers, but was overwhelmed with the 
feedback! 

• Over the next few slides, I have collected all these comments. I won’t 
read them out, but feel free to come back to these slides on your Year 
Team to read through them! 













Thank you for listening/reading! 
We hope you will consider History 

for your GCSEs 


