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RELIGIOUS STUDIES GCSE 

Religious Studies GCSE at Tolworth Girls’ School

All students complete the GCSE Religious Studies programme with us.

It is exam assessed with exams in the summer of  Y11.

It has two papers: Christianity: Religion and Ethics and Islam: Religion, Peace and Conflict.

Our GCSE is with Edexcel Specification B (Full Course).

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html


WHAT IS RELIGIOUS STUDIES GCSE?

What is Religious Studies?

Religious Studies is about finding out what people believe and why.

It looks at the ultimate and big questions of life such as:

What is the meaning of life? What happens to us after we die?

Is there a being in charge of everything or has everything come about randomly? 

We explore a range of beliefs to these questions and reflect on the debates between                  

scientific approaches and religious approaches. 

Do scientific developments make religious views out of date? 

We explore why religious views state their viewpoints are not out-dated.



WHAT IS RELIGIOUS STUDIES GCSE?

We will also explore and consider some of the fundamental ethical issues that matter to us and to our place in 

society.

Issues such as:  

• Crime and punishment and our legal systems

• Life issues such as abortion and euthanasia

• Attitudes to marriage and family and our place in society

• Attitudes to peace and conflict in the world today

We explore how beliefs may affect lifestyles and the actions people may choose to do.

Does your character matter? What if this is your only life? Do we have duties to others?



WHAT WILL RELIGIOUS STUDIES GCSE DO FOR YOU?



WHAT WILL RELIGIOUS STUDIES GCSE DO FOR YOU?

Religious Studies will help develop your key skills in communication, working with others, problem solving and 

improving your own learning. It will also give you skills in making decisions about moral problems, and help you to 

become sure about your own beliefs and explain them clearly to others. It is not about making you religious, it is about 

enabling you to think for yourself about religious and moral issues. You do not need a 'faith' to enjoy this course -

atheists are just as welcome as curious believers.

A GCSE in Religious Studies is a stepping stone to a wide range of future opportunities.                                                       
The skills you develop will support you in further studies and employment. Religious Studies will teach the skills and 

understanding needed to work with people of all faiths and cultures. These skills are vitally important in all careers 

especially professions such as law enforcement, teaching and the armed forces - in fact any profession that brings you 

into contact with other people. Students studying Religious Studies will develop their ability to construct well-argued, 

well-informed, balanced and structured written arguments as well as encourage them to reflect on and develop their 

own values, beliefs and attitudes. It equips students with the essential tools and qualities to enable them to function 

both effectively and efficiently as responsible, broad-minded citizens in an increasingly pluralistic society and global 

community.



COURSE OVERVIEW – CHRISTIANITY: RELIGION AND ETHICS



COURSE OVERVIEW – ISLAM: RELIGION, PEACE AND CONFLICT



RELIGIOUS STUDIES - A FINAL THING 

In everything we do, we will look respectfully at 

different viewpoints, religious and non-religious 

views. 

Students are taught in an environment that is 

respectful, open-minded and open to learning. 

Our students will acquire an academic GCSE with 

an appreciation/understanding of others.


