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World Book Day at Tolworth Girls’ School

Love Literacy
TGS

By Milita (Year 8) - Reporting for the BBC Young Reporter Programme

What is World Book Day?
World Book Day is the world’s biggest campaign to provide every child and young person in the country with a book
of their own. A registered charity, World Book Day, is generously supported by sponsor National Book Tokens and
brings together the UK and Ireland’s bookselling and publishing industries in an extraordinary collaboration.
World Book Day returns in 2019 after one of its biggest years to date with a range of new initiatives that will help
to get even more books directly into the hands of children and young people, especially those who wouldn’t
otherwise have access to them. Catering for all age groups, from toddler to teen, the expanded list of 13 new £1
titles for World Book Day 2019 has been created to appeal to the widest possible range of children and young
people, tastes and abilities.
A

What did Tolworth Girls’ School do on World Book Day?
There were a lot of different activities here, ranging from:







Who has the best costume? - Fundraising for Book Aid
International
Swap a book
Best Decorated Form Door
Authors Masterclass
Share a story
‘Drop Everything And READ!’

Our School makes reading fun as we have a fairly big and busy
Library bursting with amazing books. Some of the lessons were
spruced up as well. For example, in Maths we had a colour-bynumber sheet which created a bookworm. People say that
teenagers do not read but we have proved that to be a false
accusation. The theme for World Book Day 2019 was 'Share a
Story'! and took place on Thursday 7 March 2019.

Year 8 Author Event
Sarah Govett, Author of dystopian novels, was at Tolworth Girls’
School on Friday 8 March 2019. All Year 8 students had a
spectacular literary event in our new theatre. Sarah spoke
about her best seller ‘The Territory’ which is a fantasy thriller
set in a future Britain where unflooded land is scarce.
Teenagers must pass an exam at 15 years old to stay in ‘The
Territory’ or be exiled to the disease ridden Wetlands but the
system is skewed to favour rich children, who can upload
information through a node in the back of their neck. See a
review on the Library News page.
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School Funding in the News
This statement is made on behalf of the Governing Body of Tolworth Girls’ School & Sixth Form in
response to press reports and inquiries following our Headteacher’s interview about education
funding on Radio 4 on 8 March 2019.
At its meeting on 21 March the Governing Body expressed its full support for our Headteacher in
raising concerns about secondary school funding, both in her Radio 4 interview and in the
subsequent article published in The Times on 18 March 2019.
Those concerns reflect concerns expressed by the Governing Body in a letter sent to local MPs on
25 February 2019 as part of the current National Governance Association campaign on school
funding.
Tolworth Girls’ School & Sixth Form is a highly successful state-funded secondary girls’ school and
mixed sixth form in the south of the borough of Kingston upon Thames. It operates as a single
academy trust under the direction of a group of volunteer Governors comprising of elected parents
and staff and appointed community and co-opted members. The school was judged outstanding by
Ofsted in October 2017.
The Governing Body also expressed its disquiet at the personal attacks subsequently made on the
integrity of our very dedicated and hard-working Headteacher, which are unfounded. Whilst
differing views can be expressed about school funding, as they can be with any other area of public
expenditure, these should not descend into personal attacks.
Regards

Paul Thompson
Chair of Governors

www.tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk // email: info@tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk // Tel: 020 8397 3854 // Fax: 020 8974 2600

2

April 2019 Newsletter – Issue 20
Dear Parents/Carers and Students
I do hope that we all manage to have a restful, and if possible, ‘Sunshine filled’ holiday. It has
certainly been a very long winter and I know that our students would relish an opportunity to be out in the
fresh air.
I am writing this ‘the morning after the night before’ reflecting on a most memorable occasion in our School
life - Prize Giving.
The evening showcases why we are such an exceptional school and there was a real sense of belonging that
the majority of our students and staff have.







The determination to do the very best for our students.
The sheer joy in seeing young people emerge into adulthood.
The community spirit, the support, the desire to help others.
The quality of our staff.
The sense of pride that our young people have in their school.
The fun, excitement and ‘feel’ of the place.

The increasing number of activities that we offer and the work that we continue to do with our community is
all shared with you in the Newsletter. These are the ‘things’ that make our school so special, they are not a
right or an entitlement, they are an extra.
I would like to thank you for your ongoing support; a massive thank you to our PFA, our Governors and of
course our staff and students, who make this job so worthwhile.
Notices
We do have a new Catering company joining us after Easter; they are called Cucina and are determined to
provide a restaurant experience for all of our students and staff.
Mobile phones
Mobile phones are not allowed onto the school site and if seen will be confiscated.
Thank you so much for your continued support in this area, there are still a few parents who will text or
phone their daughter during the day. This can be incredibly disruptive to the learning of others, please pass
all messages to the office.
School Uniform
Thank you - the students are looking incredibly smart and the vast majority do represent the school in a
positive light. However, with the warm weather approaching can I remind students and parents that neon
bras under white blouses will not be allowed. Black trainers are not part of the uniform.
Also, makeup is increasing slightly and we may start charging for the use of our facilities to remove it. The
school rules are very clear on this – zero makeup and zero tolerance. The same applies to extreme hair
colours and piercings, tongue piercings and multiple ear piercings are not allowed on health and safety
grounds.
Yours faithfully

Siobhán Lowe
Headteacher
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Year 7 News
From the Head of Year, Mrs Powling and Mr Pollard
The Spring Term has been another busy time for Year 7 with many taking part enthusiastically with extracurricular activities, trips and charity fundraising. On Monday 4 March, the Year group visited the Natural
History Museum and from arriving onto the coaches to returning to school, their behaviour and manners were
exemplary; they were a credit to themselves and the school.
We would also like to say thank you to all the Year 7 students who came dressed in imaginative and creative
costumes on World Book Day. There was an array of activities planned and Year 7 certainly made the most of
the competitions on offer; a special well done goes to 7 Jade on their winning classroom door and having the
most amount of students in fancy dress – excellent examples of students creating positivity in school.
Continuing with the literary theme, we also had a number of Year 7 students taking part in the BBC Schools
Report and it was fantastic to have some of the youngest members of the school taking a leading role – well
done to:
Freya Hunt
Deepta Bhat
Megan Browne
Eleanor Merry

Lily Dent
Elizabeth Cockram
Ava Smith

Year 7 are currently exploring the theme of ‘Taking Care of Me’ in their tutorial sessions and are responding in
a sensible and mature way to the topics covered. After the Easter holidays they will embark on a unit
exploring Careers.
The Year group had a Neon Disco and an Easter ‘Eggstravaganza’ on Friday 29 March. They still have a
‘Smartie Challenge’ to look forward to which will be happening over the Easter holidays. They have also
received their latest set of grades from teachers and we ask that you look out for information on Year 7
Parents’ Evening which will happen on the first day back after the Easter holidays – Tuesday 23 April.

Trips and Activities - Year 7
Year 7 Design and Technology News
It has been lovely to see the enthusiasm of all Year 7 students as they
continue to learn new skills. They have recently visited the Natural
History Museum in London, learning about everything from dinosaurs
and insects to earthquakes and gemstones. Students were gathering
research for the Science and Technology Enterprise Project, which will
see them working in teams to design and make products that would be
suitable for the museum’s gift shop.
As part of this project they will also do some work in Science to carry
out further research related to the theme of their product. They will
be able to incorporate this into their work in Design and Technology.
A highlight to look forward to at the end of this project will be a craft
fair in the School Hall where the students will be able to sell the
products that they have made. Parents and carers will be invited and
the date for this is Friday 10 May. Further details about this event will
be sent out.
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It was a pleasure to be with Year 7 for the day and they were really interested in all of the exhibits that they
saw.
“When we reached the Museum I was desperate to go to the
earthquake part because last time I went, I had no time to read all
of the information. During our trip this time, I got to read the
information and also went on the ‘thing’ that makes it feel like you
are experiencing an earthquake in a shop!”
Aisha Rafiq - 7G
“The Natural History Museum was a very educational trip for us
because, it didn’t just tell us about the world’s past and it’s
amazing features, it fascinated us and made us realise what an
amazing world we live in and how much our world has evolved.
Personally, my favourite part was the dinosaurs, because it taught
us about how the dinosaurs became extinct and how many types of
dinosaurs there were, and what they were like when they were
around on earth.

Another favourite part of the Year 7 trip to the Museum, was
the gems and stones because they were all so beautiful. It
was interesting learning how they became so precious and
valuable. It also was my favourite because of the way they
explained how some sorts of stones, when they were put
under immense pressure, they turn into a gem of some sort.”
Grace Heaffey - 7G

Year 7 Inter-house Singing Competition
There was superb singing from every
Year 7 class, amazing team spirit and a
worthy winner! This competition really
brought out the friendly rivalry between
the Year 7 forms, but it was the
performance of ‘Hallelujah’ by
7 Jade that caught the attention of the
judging panel and won the event. Close
runners-up were 7 Emerald with their
beautiful singing of ‘All Of Me’. Well
done to everyone who took part.

PE News
It has been an exciting start to the sporting year for Tolworth Girls’ School and we are extremely proud of the
girls’ achievements so far. Please see the ‘Events for all Year Groups’ section towards the back of the
newsletter for further information on the Borough Cross Country Championships.
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Year 7 Football
The Year 7 ‘A’ and ‘B’ Football teams, captained by Lily Dent and coached by
Miss C Kelly and Miss Murphy, got off to an excellent start with the ‘A’ Team coming
3rd in the Borough 5-a-side tournament held at Tolworth Girls’ School. The following
students took part: Amandia 7S, Alice 7S, Amy 7E, Olivia 7A, Lara 7S, Hayleigh 7E,
Kiri 7A, Elena 7S, Cara 7E, Lily 7P, Grace 7S and Scarlett 7G.
Well done and thank you to the students who continue to attend training, despite
not making the team this time round. We couldn’t do it without you! A special
thank you to Mrs Harris and Mrs Greig for running the tournament and looking after
the teams.

Year 7 Netball
We are extremely happy with the popularity of Netball this term and the commitment the girls have shown in
training. The ‘A’ Team, captained by Alice 7S and coached by Miss Murphy, is currently undefeated, having
won against Chessington School (12-5), Coombe Girls (10-9) and Hollyfield (8-7). The ‘B’ Team, captained by
Leonie 7P, have played two matches so far losing against Coombe Girls (14-0) but showed resilience in
bouncing back triumphantly against Hollyfield (3-2). We look forward to more successes this year - well done!

A Team

B Team

Year 8 News
From the Head of Year, Mr Flood and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Clark
Year 8 have had another very productive term. In February, the students attended a Holocaust Memorial Event
at Kingston Synagogue, where they learnt about the horrors of the past and importantly how we can avoid
similar events in the future. We have had students representing the school in Netball and Trampolining, as
well as fighting it out to become the best Year 8 Netball form in the inter-house competition. The entire
cohort was lucky enough to hear the author Sarah Govett, whose excellent talk made the students really think.
Sarah commented on how fantastic the students were as an audience, well done girls! This was closely
followed by a fantastic effort by the Tolworth Girls’ School Lit Quiz team, who represented the school so well
in local competition.
All Year 8 forms have been on a ‘log-book’ this term to ensure all students are able to work in calm conditions;
I’m delighted to see the amount of students who have been ‘stars’ in their lessons, keep it up!
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Whole School Curriculum Day revolved around communities. Students conquered the ocean in their ‘Lost at
Sea’ teambuilding session, before creating advertising material for the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames
in the afternoon. Well done to 8 Amethyst for producing the winning poster, complete with a fantastic rap for
their presentation. The afternoon concluded with a talk from the Breck Foundation, highlighting the dangers
of talking to strangers online. The theme of appropriate use of social media has been consistently present in
tutorials and assemblies this year, and we appreciate your support in helping your daughters to understand the
dangers associated with it.
On Friday 29 March, all of Year 8 watched a fascinating production by Pegasus Theatre entitled ‘Under My
Skin’. The performance tackled the issue of self-harm by intertwining the lives of two school students both
tackling mental health issues for very different reasons.
The production managed to make the audience both laugh and cry in equal measure and I hope was of huge
benefit to all. Please remind your daughters that there is plenty of help they can seek within school over
mental health issues, and if they are concerned about themselves or a friend they should seek out their form
tutor, myself, Miss Clark or Miss Clements, our Welfare Officer.
Year 8 will be beginning preparation for the main event of the year – Celebration of Learning – over the final
few weeks of Spring, as well as having tutorials on confidence in public speaking in preparation. We hope to
see as many of you as possible at the event and information about tickets will be released soon.

Trips and Activities - Year 8
Year 8 PE News
It has been an exciting start to the sporting year for Tolworth Girls’ School and we are extremely proud of the
girls’ achievements so far. Please see the ‘Events for all Year Groups’ section towards the back of the
newsletter for further information on the Borough Cross Country championships.

Year 9 News
From the Head of Year, Ms T Das and the
Deputy Heads of Year, Mr Garnham and Miss Pondaven
Since becoming Head of Year 9 at the beginning of term, it feels like this time has been fit to burst with the
amount of activities and challenges our Year 9 students have taken part in.
Year 9s have made their important Options decisions – my thanks to colleagues in all Option subjects who have
taken the time to present at various assemblies during the term and helped students make their choices. I am
delighted that every student has been granted their first preference option subject.
The focus on positive wellbeing continues with several students representing us at the Mental Health
Workshop. Year 9s have participated in career focussed workshops such as ‘Get into Healthcare Day’ as well
as completing a careers programme in the first half term during tutorial time. We’ve taken part in UKMT
Maths challenges, the Inter-school Lit Quiz Final for 2019, Top of the Bench Chemistry competition, the Energy
Live event at Surbiton High School (one of the many events to mark Science Week), a trip to see ‘Wicked’ in
London’s West End and the Music workshops and also the ISSP Music activity at Hampton Boys’ School.
On Monday 4 March, Year 9 students were involved in the ‘This Girl Can’ campaign, a joint project between
English and PE. The winners of the best produced campaigns were announced on Tuesday 2 April at the Year
Assembly celebrating achievement for this term.
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The Urban Farm created much excitement amongst Year 9 students despite an initial reluctance to tickle
chinchillas or cuddle a cockroach!
Twenty Year 9 students collaborated, wrote and published two novels in a week from start to finish.
We are being represented at the Kingston Youth Council by Isabella Topley – the whole of Tolworth Girls’
School have been invited to vote and make their voices count. Finally, over the Easter holidays, some of our
adventurous Year 9s will be off skiing in Italy.
Looking forward to the Summer Term, we will be starting the GCSE programme after May half term so this is a
key time for transition for the year group. All Year 9s have been issued their Graduation Party passports –
students need to have met at least 4 out of the 6 challenges to join the Graduation Party marking the end of
Key Stage 3 – more information to follow from Mr Garnham and Miss Pondaven, our Deputy Heads of Year 9.
I wish you and your families a restful Easter holiday and look forward to welcoming our Year 9s back after the
break.

Trips and Activities - Year 9
Year 9 Netball
Again we are very impressed with the commitment of students coming to Netball practice and
showing determination to succeed. Year 9s, coached by Mrs Harris, have got off to a flying start
with a 15-0 win against Chessington School. Their season continues and we are looking forward to
seeing what they can achieve.

Year 9 ISSP 'Get into Healthcare' Day - 21 January 2019
Fifteen students from Tolworth Girl's School, as well as students from Hampton Boys School, Hampton High,
Orleans Park and Lady Eleanor Holles, took part in a Get into Healthcare Day at school on 21 January 2019.
As part of this day, students learnt about all the possible Healthcare careers. The students interviewed
Year 13 students (Reem, Lucy L, Thulasi, Shalet, Garema) who have currently applied for courses in this area
as well as an ex-Tolworth Girls’ School student who is now a highly qualified nurse and Miss Waugh who has a
degree in this field. Students came up with lots of ideas of extra and super curricular activities which could
help them get into their chosen course. All students enthusiastically completed a clinical skills workshop
including pulse rate, blood pressure, respiratory rate, blood oxygen saturation and using the stethoscope.
Students completed a problem-based learning activity about a patient who has hearing difficulties to
experience how learning at University is different to school. Finally, students completed a mini school’s first
aid course in which they learnt vital skills that could save someone's life!
Thank you to all Sixth Form students for sharing their amazing experience with these Year 9 students and
thank you to our visiting nurse, Miss Waugh and Mrs Hewitt who gave up their whole day to support this event.

Year 10 News
From the Head of Year, Mrs Chiddy-Gosling and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Hall
Year 10 have been gearing up for mocks this half term - a reminder that these will take place in the first two
weeks after the Easter holiday (23 April to 3 May) and students will be expected in school for their exams only,
unless they have not been signed off for study leave.
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The mock exams provide a valuable realistic experience of what sitting the GCSEs at the end of Year 11 will be
like; this is really beneficial for students as they will know what to expect in the 'real thing' which can
significantly reduce anxiety around the exam process later on. While students are on study leave they should
be spending their gained time revising and preparing for the exams.
With upcoming exams comes stress for many of our students, and Year 10 have been given the opportunity to
take part in the SPINE Festival in recent weeks, with trips organised by Mrs Marillat our School Librarian and
the Student Support team. This has included a talk from a Kooth representative and a performance by Apples
and Snakes, with both sessions centred around coping with stress and anxiety. SPINE Festival is designed to
provide students with opportunities to engage in local library services and the arts free of charge. The
students experiencing the trips will be feeding back what they have learned to the rest of the year group,
meaning that all can benefit from their experiences.

Whole School Curriculum Day for Year 10 also focused on coping with stress and anxiety, including around
exams, with a meditation and mindfulness session led by Ms Sokal, and a talk from Kingston University
outreach on the signs of stress and some methods to tackle it. As well as this, students learned about keeping
themselves safe outside of school with talks with the local police and a performance and Q&A from the
Spargo-Mabbs Foundation.
Thank you to parents who were able to attend Parents’ Evening - it was lovely to hear lots of positive feedback
about teachers and tutors from so many of you. If you were unable to attend and would like to speak with
staff about your daughter's progress, please do let us know via a call, note or email.
Finally, Miss Hall, Miss Kelly and I would like to take this opportunity to wish Year 10 the best of luck in their
exams, and to remind them to take a few days off to relax over the holidays.

Trips and Activities - Year 10
Year 10 and Year 11 Netball
The Year 10s and Year 11s have had an excellent start to the season. Coached by Miss L Kelly,
they had their first win against Hollyfield School. The Year 10s sealing the victory with a 16-4
win and the Year 11s with a 25-10 win. They then went on to beat Coombe 16-6 and 20-7
respectively. We are very pleased with the girl’s performances and look forward to the final
stretch of the season.
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Jack Petchey’s “Speak Out” Challenge - Kingston Regional Final 2018-19
What a great way to end this term.
On Wednesday 3 April it was an evening of great speeches from young people across the Kingston Borough,
hosted by Southborough High School for the Kingston Regional Final of the Jack Petchey’s “Speak Out”
Challenge.
Kitty and Beyza from Year 10 both delivered their speeches to rapt applause. The competition was fierce,
with seventeen speeches on a diverse range of content from ‘Growing up Arab’ to ‘The Volume of a Sphere’.
However, it was Kitty of Tolworth Girls’ School and Sixth Form who was crowned the winner for 2018/19
Kingston, with her brilliant speech on ‘Bee Kind and Keep the World Buzzing.’
In July we hope that Kitty will represent Kingston at the Grand Final in London’s West End to speak out to an
audience of over 1,000 people.
You can listen to Kitty’s winning speech and view photos of the event at http://www.speakoutchallenge.com/.

Year 10 GCSE Dance Workshop
On Monday 25 February 2019, the Year 10 GCSE Dance students took
part in a three hour workshop with one of the animateurs from Rambert
Dance Company. This was a fantastic opportunity for them to learn some
of the repertoire from ‘A Linha Curva’ by the choreographer
Itzik Galili.
This is a work they are required to study at GCSE. The students
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and can use and apply this experience
to their written work.
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Year 10 Mencap Visit
Year 10 were lucky enough to be visited by a representative of Mencap.
This is a charity that represents people with learning disabilities. Their
vision is to create a ‘world where people with a learning disability are
valued equally, listened to and included.’
Kelly Crisafi bought along a service-user and their support worker. The
purpose of this visit was so students could get an insight into how serviceusers are provided with the care values. These values include:
empowerment/independence, respect, dignity, effective communication,
safeguarding, confidentiality and promoting anti-discriminatory practice.
As well as hearing from a service-user’s perspective, students were
provided with situations that would help them better understand what it
feels like to need help and how carers/volunteers can support these
individuals.
The photos show students feeding one another and carrying out everyday
tasks such as sorting socks whilst blindfolded. All students really enjoyed
their time meeting the team and taking part in the activities; hopefully it
has given them an insight on how we can help others. Thank you Mencap
for this amazing opportunity!
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Physics Masterclass
A Physics masterclass was held on Friday 8 February 2019. The Lead
Educator, Robin Mobbs, came from the National Space Academy to lead
various sessions on space physics and astronomy.
During the first session, we learnt about many aspects of the life of an
astronaut—how astronauts prepare, launch, work, live and return from the
International Space Station? What is it like in microgravity? How do they
train for the role? Where do they sleep? What do they eat? What is it like
to do a spacewalk? What about the toilet? The mission was explained
using animations, video clips, experiments and demonstrations, as well as
insights gained from several astronauts that have been there. Robin had
followed astronauts, including Tim Peake, to the International Space
Station (ISS) and back, showing the relevance of many of the ideas covered
in GCSE Science.
The second session included a presentation about various ongoing space
explorations: New Horizons, that has travelled near the asteroid Ultima
Thule; Rosetta's visit to Comet P67; INSIGHT that landed on Mars joining
the Curiosity rover (that has been driving and investigating there for six
years); and the preparation of James Webb infrared telescope to look
further towards the edge of the Universe. Following which, telescopes
were studied in detail and a model telescope was made using a
combination of lenses. Diffraction of light was seen in white, yellow,
mercury and neon light bulbs via diffraction grating. Arriving towards the
end of this session, elliptic and hyperbolic orbits around the
sun were modelled using an elastic black cloth with the sun at the centre.
In the last session we investigated comets by using a creative model made
out of sand, ammonia, charcoal, alcohol, water and dry ice! The session
was concluded by making paper rockets and finally launching them out in
the open space. Even the rain outside did not prevent us from carrying on
with our mission.
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Students were also made aware of the many rewarding, exciting and long-lasting careers involving space.
Those which incorporate looking out away from our planet but many others
that involve looking back to help keep us safe and prosperous. All
students were very enthusiastic and gave positive feedback about the day.
Some of the comments included:
“Loved it! Thank you! I want to go to space now!”
“It was so fun! Thank you.”
“I had a lot of fun and learnt a lot about space.”
“Really fun and interactive. Thank you for the opportunity.”
“I hope we have many more amazing space sessions like this in future.”

Year 11 News
From the Head of Year, Miss Kelly
Year 11 have had an extremely busy Spring Term. Following the results of their December mock exams, they
returned with their heads held high, determined to make the most of their remaining time in Year 11. The
commitment and dedication that students have put in to their independent studies has been beyond
admirable. They have worked diligently on the Year 11 Revision Programme, they have attended subject
support clinics and interventions as part of Golden Hour, they have utilised the study area for Night School
and have embraced every opportunity to stretch and challenge themselves. Their hard work has not gone
unnoticed, and neither has that of our dedicated staff. I am extremely proud of all of them for their hard
work; the past five years is coming to fruition.
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Students in the Practical subjects have already begun their exam season, with aspects of PE, Dance, Drama,
Art and Textiles GCSEs already examined and completed.
Alongside all of the usual day to day school life Year 11 have been completing their £10 challenges to raise
money for Prom, another showcase of their relentless hard work, teamwork and desire to achieve. Tickets for
Prom will be available after Easter on ParentPay.
The Summer Term and GCSE exam season is imminent and it is vital that students make the most of their free
time over the Easter holidays to do targeted, rigorous and purposeful revision. The work they do over the next
two months will be significant in helping them to secure the grades they need and deserve. We cannot
underestimate the importance of GCSEs in opening doors and providing opportunities for our young people and
I have every faith that the hard work of students in Year 11 will pay off, and they will achieve their potential.
Whilst the coming months seem daunting, excellent organisation and starting early will relieve a lot of that
worry. If you have any concerns or feel that your daughter requires some additional support in the lead up to
her exams, then please do not hesitate to contact me.
Some important dates for your diary:


Tuesday 23 April – all students return from Easter holidays (week one timetable)



Monday 13 May – GCSE exam season begins (all students will be in school full-time but for some there
will be slightly amended timetables to accommodate exams).



Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May – Half Term



Monday 1 June - Study Leave begins, students attend school only for exams and revision sessions as
directed by staff.



Friday 28 June – Graduation Assembly and Year 11 Prom



Thursday 22 August – Year 11 GCSE Results Day

Thank you to all Parents and Carers for your continual efforts outside of school in supporting your daughters
through this significant and influential time and for being proactive in communicating with the school. It really
has been so helpful.
Wishing you all a restful Easter break.

Trips and Activities - Year 11
Year 10 and Year 11 Netball
The Year 10s and Year 11s have had an excellent start to the season. Coached by Miss L Kelly,
they had their first win against Hollyfield School. The Year 10s sealing the victory with a 16-4
win and the Year 11s with a 25-10 win. They then went on to beat Coombe 16-6 and 20-7
respectively. We are very pleased with the girl’s performances and look forward to the final
stretch of the season.

Years 12 and 13 News
From the Assistant Director of Sixth Form, Mr Boyce
Year12
Year 12 have had yet another busy half term. As usual, our students never fail to pleasantly surprise and it is
to their credit that despite the pressure, they remain good humoured and supportive of each other. Many continue to help out with lower school classes and regularly visit local primary schools as well as coping with the
inevitable pressures of linear A Levels.
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Year 12s are also organising their work experience with the help of Miss Hewitt. This will prove to be
invaluable whether they are applying to university, an apprenticeship or entering employment at the end of
Year 13.
Students are also applying to become officials for next year and some will be applying to be Head Girls and
Boys. We wish them the very best of luck with these applications.

Year 13
Year 13 students have also had a tremendously busy time with their second round of mock examinations being
completed. Those who have applied to university have now received a wide array of offers and must now
make the big choices between them for their firm and insurance choices.
Although the demands have been high, students have still managed to do remarkable things. Many
students helped during Rag Week to raise over £1,000 for a local charity and the Year 13 Prom. Special thanks
to the Head Girls and any students who made the week such a success. Thanks also to the teachers who took
part in a range of activities including bench ball where they demonstrated that age is no barrier to victory!

Trips and Activities - Years 12 and 13
Young Enterprise at Old Spitalsfields Trade Fair Event - Wednesday 13 February 2019
You may have seen this group of intrepid Sixth Formers selling their products in the
foyer and you may have wondered where they came from, and how they ended up in
the foyer selling their products. Since the beginning of October, every Monday after
school, this group of budding entrepreneurs have been meeting to develop their
entrepreneurial ideas. Team Evolve’s journey was not a solo one, they were aided
by Hester an enthusiastic and knowledgeable Business Advisor. Hester gave up her
own time to help the team on their way.
The teams business is called Elite and
they have made Soy Candles, Mojito,
Vanilla and Winter Berry. They
participated in the Young Enterprise
competition. Young Enterprise sees
groups of students all over the country
compete against each other to win the
prestigious prize of ‘Best Company’.
Each team has to come up with their own
business idea, fund it, design it, make it,
package it and sell it!
Team Elite have had the opportunity to
sell their products at trade fairs
organised by Young Enterprise. The first
was in Spitalfields Market in London and
there were two other trading events in
Kingston’s Market Place, Eden Walk, on
Saturday 2 and 16 March 2019 where
schools from all over Kingston and
Richmond participated.
On 27 April 2019 the team will be presenting their final reports to a panel of judges!
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She Can Be - The Lord Mayor’s Appeal
On Thursday 14 February 2019, a group of students attended the ‘She Can Be’ event in the
Square Mile, Canary Wharf, Central London.
Our Sixth Form students had a fantastic day at She Can Be. It was a very
eventful day working in the City which started with a morning workshop in
St Paul’s at CBRE (the worlds largest leading commercial real estate and
investment services firm with offices around the globe). Students had the
opportunity to meet and find out about the day to day working lives and
journeys to their careers of five very successful women from CBRE. They
were then split into teams and given a mini project to produce and
present. CBRE were very impressed with Tolworth Sixth Form students and
lots of opportunities of summer work placements were offered at the end,
which was very inspirational.
The afternoon was spent in Canary Wharf and the girls had the chance to
meet more companies and business women, listen to some exciting
presentations to show them how they can all be ‘She Can Be’. The girls
were also allocated to work on tables with different people from different
businesses which was very informative and motivating for all.

Travel and Tourism – Heathrow Jobs and Careers Fair
Travel and Tourism students attended the annual Heathrow Jobs and Careers Fair on
Thursday 28 February 2019 at Sofitel Heathrow, Terminal 5. This event was to help
them gain work experience and/or apprenticeships opportunities and to also help
them with their current course.
Students had the opportunity to meet with over 80 airport-based employers,
educational institutions and volunteering organisations and be involved with active
and engaging sessions.
OVER 75,000 PEOPLE WORK AT HEATHROW ACROSS 413 DIFFERENT COMPANIES, AND A
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Erasmus+ Exchange Programme
From 24 February to 1 March 2019, six of our Sixth Formers, as well as
Mrs Viola and Miss Fabregas, visited Umeå in Sweden as part of our
Erasmus+ Exchange Programme. We enjoyed a week of interesting
workshops and activities around the theme of Gender Equality, as part
of our wider focus on the role that democracy plays in our lives. The
students started the week by creating their own presentations on the
theme of gender equality, with the Tolworth Girls’ School group
producing a particularly catchy song and music video promoting
female empowerment.
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During our visit, students had the opportunity to interact with old and new friends from our partner schools in
Spain, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and, of course, Sweden. In addition, our students experienced the
country’s customs and way of life by staying with their Swedish host families for the duration of the visit.
Whilst the Swedes commented that it was ‘particularly warm’ for that time of year, many of us struggled to
stay upright in the thick snow and on icy pavements, and came home with a few bruised bottoms! However,
the conditions did provide the perfect opportunity for skating, tobogganing and snowman building, which was
enjoyed by all.
As part of the program, the students were given the
opportunity to learn more about the native Sami people
group in Sweden, by visiting the local cultural centre to
view displays and hear an informative talk by the director
of the area’s Sami association. For lunch, we enjoyed a
traditional reindeer meat pita bread in a Sami tent. On
another outing, students visited the town’s museum to
view an art exhibition focused on female empowerment
and gender equality. Another highlight of the week was
the outdoor survival training, which Swedish students take
part in once a year as part of the PE curriculum. Three of
our brave girls chose to take part in the exercise, which
involved jumping into a hole cut into a frozen lake, and
using ice picks to pull themselves out of the water. All
three of our students managed to escape in record time and with no assistance from the teacher in charge!
We are currently working on an application for an exciting new Erasmus+ Exchange project with a new group of
partner schools to begin in September 2019 and hope that many more of our Sixth Formers will get to enjoy the
wonderful experiences these trips afford.

GLOMUN (Global Model United Nations) - Berlin
At the end of January, Mr Flood, Miss Munt and five Sixth Formers travelled to Berlin to take part in the
GLOMUN (Global Model United Nations). Madison represented Bahrain, Masooma and Zara represented Jamaica
and Lauren and Zia were tasked with representing the host nation, Germany.
The students took part in three days of
debating and worked with allied countries
in writing amendments to proposed
legislation in cyber warfare. All five
students worked incredibly hard and delved
into both the complexity of international
relations but also the field of cyber
warfare. While hesitant to get involved in
the discussion at first, by the end of the
first day the nerves had worn off. Madison
was a co-author of the resolution which was
eventually passed. Zara and Masooma
submitted an amendment to the resolution,
on behalf of Jamaica, which was also
successful. Lauren and Zia were very
focused for the three days and were
rewarded for their efforts and teamwork by
being awarded ‘The Most Supportive
Delegates Award’ at the end of the
Conference.
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Overall it was a highly successful trip which saw Tolworth students shine and was thoroughly enjoyed by both
students and staff.

A Level Geography - ‘Inequality and what Brexit teaches us about the British’
On Monday 4 March, A Level Geographers attended an event at Lady Eleanor Holles
School, led by guest speaker Danny Dorling who is a professor of Geography at the
University of Oxford.
The lecture he presented was entitled ‘Inequality and what Brexit
teaches us about the British’ and was centred around a book he
has written with Sally Tomlinson called, ‘Rule Britannia: Brexit
and the end of Empire’.
In the lecture, Dorling
highlighted that the
vote to leave the EU
was the last gasp of the
British Empire working
its way out of the
British psyche.
He believes the referendum result was driven
by a lack of knowledge of Britain’s imperial
history, a profound anxiety about Britain’s
status today and by a deeply unrealistic vision
of our future. He referred to the resource
below – EU Referendum: A Divided Kingdom
which demonstrates the spatial divide in the
2016 vote. Dorling also discussed a number of
demographic factors connected with these
regions that influenced the way people voted.
Dorling argued that although we are currently
experiencing this period of uncertainty,
Britain can reconcile itself to a new beginning
and that there is a chance to carve out a new identity – eradicating the inequality that blights our society and
embracing our true strengths as a nation. He believed that if the vote had played out differently, many of the
problems that exist in today’s society would still remain.
The lecture was extremely insightful and thought-provoking about this topical issue, and had some excellent
links with the Geography A Level specification.
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Art Department News
The A Level Art, Textiles and Photography students had the
opportunity to visit the White Cube Gallery in Bermondsey to
see the work of Darren Almond and Christine Ay Tjoe and the
London Art Fair in January.
The London Art Fair takes over the huge space of the Business
Design Centre in Islington and showcases modern and
contemporary art with works by the Grayson Perry,
Lucien Freud and Leon Kossoff to name but a few of the
thousands dispalyed. The exhibition also supports young and
emerging artists and photographers; the denim constructed
portrait was really inspiring. Our A Level students left with
lots of great ideas to try out for themselves in the classroom.

Science Olympiads
Well done to all students who took part in the British Chemistry Olympiad. The challenge requires students to
spend two hours answering extremely difficult Chemistry questions well beyond the A Level syllabus against
Years 12 and 13 Chemistry students from across the UK. Well done to Connie G, Sofia A, Henna I, Priyanka B,
Aymun F, Diluxsha N, Debbie G and a special mention to Sireenya W who achieved a Bronze!
Also, well done to all five Year 12 students (Connie G, Priyanka B, Henna I, Debbie G, and Aymun F) who took
part in the British Biology Olympiad. A special well done goes to Debbie G who achieved a commendation!

Events for all Year Groups
Science Week 2019
The theme of this year’s Science Week was ‘Journeys’.
In lessons, Key Stage 3 students had a week off timetable to complete a series of fun and engaging STEM
activities.
Year 7 students took part in an exciting week, designing and constructing Diamond Delivery Vessels in their
Science lessons to promote Women in Engineering. Students were given the role of ‘engineer’ and their task
was to design and build a diamond delivery vessel to safely transport three diamonds across a ravine. We were
really impressed with students team work and problem solving skills, and blown away by their creativity and
design.
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Year 8 students took part in a range of forensic style activities from investigating blood splatter to creating
DNA fingerprints. In lessons they had the opportunity to experience what a day in the life of a forensic
scientist would be like.
Year 9 were wowed by the animals in Urban Farm and had the opportunity to meet both furry and scaly
friends. The two day event was organised by Miss Leeper, sponsored by the PFA and saw students across
Year 9 and students in Years 7 and 8 nominated by their Science teachers taking part. Thank you to the PFA
for their continued support of this exciting event.

In addition to activities completed during
Science lessons, there were several other
events that took place over the course of the
week.
Some lucky Year 7 students had the
opportunity to take part in a Kitchen
Chemistry activity, organised by Mrs Pelham.
Students had the opportunity to work with
retired Scientists who gave up their time to
help students learn about how Chemistry
impacts our every day lives and the objects
we use that rely on Science.

Science teachers dressed up as their favourite elements; whilst the students had to guess what elements they
were and enter a competition called Science Teacher BINGO! We did this in celebration of the International
Year of The Periodic Table. In addition to dressing up, Science teachers threw a party for other staff who got
to enjoy a Periodic Table made of cakes at break time and have a selfie with Mendeleev, father of the modern
day Periodic Table.
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All year groups had the chance to experience the Whiz Bang Fizz assembly by
Miss Ryman and Miss Davison, from Whoosh bottles to a giant elephant toothpaste
demonstration. Mrs Bartlett gave a great review of the assembly:
“Thank you for such a great assembly to Year 11 today. I had not realised that,
despite girls performing so much better than boys in STEM subjects, women are
so under-represented in a professional capacity. Your assembly inspired me and
I am sure inspired and reached out to another 210(ish) females.”
As the theme of the Science Week was ‘Journeys’ we ran a poster competition.
The winning prize went to Fariha Haroon in Year 8. Fariha created a fantastic
poster which has also been entered for the British Science Week competition.
Our runner up was Ema Puodziukaityte who created another fantastic entry.

The Secret Cinema was a huge success with a screening of the blockbuster film "Hidden Figures" in an attempt
to highlight the incredible (and largely unrecognised) impact women had on space exploration.
During tutor time this week, students were given a cryptic body part quiz. There is a clue below, can you
guess the body part?
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Non-Science teachers around the school took part in a Scientist Treasure Hunt. Teachers posed as scientists
whilst students had to quiz them in order to find out their contribution to Science. Thank you to all teachers
who took part in this activity.
Throughout the week the Science Department was inundated with students returning our ‘element stars’ that
they had found hidden around the school. Students were able to return the star and on sharing the name of
the element received a prize.

Top of the Bench Chemistry Competition
“On Wednesday 9 January, four students from Years 9 to 11 participated in the Royal Society of Chemistry’s
Top of the Bench Competition, which this year was held at Rodborough School. The competition was split
into two sections, practical and quiz, in which each year group was given different content.
Year 9, represented by myself and Mya, were given a practical task on reactivity and metals. Year 10,
represented by Simi, were given a practical on rates of reaction, and Year 11, represented by Melissa were
given titrations. Then each year group sat a different multiple choice test with questions varying form
different hazard signs to the ratios of elements in different molecules.
Although we did not receive our results on the day, we were told that we had not come in the top three.
However, a week later we received the news that we had come 5th out of 11 schools, which is a good
improvement from previous years! Overall, the competition was very enjoyable and I hope to be able to do it
next year.”
By Isabella - 9E
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Primary Science Potions Class
Year 5 students from St Paul’s C of E Primary School and from Castle Hill Primary School visited Tolworth Girls’
School on 1 and 8 February respectively.
Whilst here, they completed a Harry Potter style potions class supported by Year 12 volunteers from our
Sixth Form. The session began with the legendary sorting hat allocating working groups and then the
necessary provision of wands. After a little wand practise and familiarisation with some basic spell
incantations, the practical potion making began with ‘elephant’s toothpaste’, including a magical relighting of
a glowing splint using the oxygen bubbles produced. The young witches and wizards then concocted their own
‘rainbow fizz’ (as pictured) and we finished with a spectacular demonstration of ‘methane bubbles’, nearly
burning the eyebrows off the primary school staff brave enough to give it a go.
Everyone earned their introduction to potions class certificate and returned to the muggle world, better for
the magical science experience. One young eager wizard can be quoted as saying, “I’ve seen it in the movies,
but never in real life before”.
Photos courtesy of St Paul’s Primary website

Visiting the City of Light: Paris 2019
On Thursday 14 March, Miss Harvey and I had
the absolute pleasure of accompanying nineteen
students from Years 11 – 13 to Paris for four
days. Inspired by our A Level Literature and
Language study of the non-fiction anthology
centred around Paris, we hoped to see what this
much-written-about city was like for ourselves.
Despite the rain, we made it all the way to the
top of Montmartre on the first day, admiring the
beautiful Sacre Coeur and feasting on crepes.
With each day, the sun shone a bit more
brightly, overseeing our culture and keeping the
streets dry whilst we walked for miles and
miles! I don’t think any of us had ever walked
that much in one space of time before!
Highlights of the trip included the Musée d’Orsay, the Louvre, the Eiffel Tower, beautiful book shops and, of
course, shopping! We saw the Mona Lisa, cruised along the Seine, and ate French cuisine. Our nights were
normally finished with a game of pool or table football before a well-earned rest!
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Our journey home was not as smooth, involving delays and endless queues. However, we were all in good spirits and managed to be resilient during a chaotic time! It was a real testament to the excellent behaviour and
good humour of all students involved and they were a real credit to the school not just then, but throughout
the whole trip!
Miss Harvey and I were so proud to have led this trip and we hope that all students involved had a magnifique
time!
Miss Gatt

Key Stage 3 Design and Technology Extra-Curricular Club
Some students in Key Stage 3 have recently been enjoying working in Design and Technology as an extracurricular activity. So far this year, they have designed and made their own clocks as well as learning the
process of pewter casting. They particularly enjoyed the pewter casting as this is a process that they do not
routinely do during lessons.
“Technology Club is an amazing club and it is so much fun to go to. You get to make amazing things using
different materials and also learn new skills.”
Hillary Chan - 8P
“Technology Club is a great club for picking up new skills and making new friends. This club offers new
experiences and helps to strengthen students’ skills. It is a great environment and the teacher is always
very helpful.”
Sienna Ruddick - 9O
“I have made things that I never thought I would be able to make. So far we have been making clocks. The
clock has its own mechanism that we put together ourselves. I have also learned how to make a pewter key
ring. I made four of the same design! I am really happy that I joined the Technology Club because I have
learnt new skills.”
Kira Lim - 9J
Pewter casting and clocks made during the Design and Technology Club:
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ISSP Music Day at Hampton School
On Tuesday 12 March 2019 our school attended the ISSP Music Day at
Hampton School.
The fifteen students named absolutely
excelled themselves at the event by
learning a whole concert programme
and performing it the same day!
The evening climaxed with a superlative
rendition of 'O Fortuna', the opening
movement of Carmina Burana. They
formed part of a 350 plus strong
combined orchestra and choir, perhaps
one of the largest ensembles ever
formed for a school concert.

Megan
Ava
Suzanna
Cara
Eleanna
Mya
Rosanna
Millie
Jaimeeka
Eloise
Gemma
Leila
Clare
Niamh
Jess

Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year

7
7
7
7
9
9
9
9
9
10
10
11
12
12
12

Tolworth Girls’ School Dance Showcase
Well done to all the dancers who performed in the recent Dance Show.
The two evening shows in February was a sell out! Year 10 GCSE Dance students
had the opportunity to perform two contrasting pieces they have been learning in
class. They performed with confidence and flair and should be proud of the
progress they have made this year. Our Years 12 and 13 A Level Dance students
performed their jazz and contemporary pieces. Their excellent technical,
physical and expressive skills were definitely showcased on the evenings.
They all performed with confidence and professionalism - truly excellent!
Finally, many of the Year 11 students performed their Component 1 choreographies. The students are
required to create a piece in response to one of the exam questions, and it was evident on the evening of the
shows, that many had researched their theme in order to choreograph very imaginative and thoughtful pieces.
There was a selection of stimuli ranging from Storm Thorgerson’s photography to news events from the 1970s.
Well done to our Year 11 choreographers - we are very proud of what you have achieved and we are sure your
hard work will be reflected in your results.
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Dancing in the choreographies were students from Year 8 up to Year 13 and they all performed showing
projection, emotion and professionalism. Truly excellent!

Borough Cross Country Championships
The Sporting calendar kicked off with the Borough Cross Country championships at Surbiton High School’s
playing fields in unseasonably warm weather under the supervision of Miss L Kelly and Mrs Greig. Well done to
the following students who took part: Olivia 7A, Sophie 7A, Ivy 7T, Noma 7J, Amy 7E, Olivia 8S, Sophie 8S,
Hannah 8S, Susannah 8S, Olivia 8S, Asma 8S and Iris 9G. Particular congratulations to Amy and Iris who came
7th and 9th respectively in their categories and qualified to represent Kingston in the Surrey school’s
championships in January.

Raise Your Voice! Music Project
This term, sixty students from Years 7-13 have worked with students and staff from
Wimbledon High School for Girls on a joint Singing Project. It has been exciting
developing our vocal technique and seeing just how high a note we can sing (top D, if
you are wondering). The grand finale of the project was our performance of ‘Raise
Your Voice!’ from the show Sister Act at the Spring Concert and Prize Giving.
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BBC Young Reporters 2019

Love Literacy

TGS
On Wednesday 6 March, a devoted team of Tolworth Girls’ School students took part in the
BBC’s Young Reporter Day. After weeks of hard work, their efforts were rewarded by a day
off-timetable, reporting live from our TGS newsroom. Throughout the day, students wrote up
articles, interviewed both staff and external experts, and produced some fantastic journalism for
the BBC. A few articles feature in the latest issue of the Windmill, but there are many more amazing pieces
available to read via this link: http://www.tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk/BBC-School-Report-2019. Miss Kemp
and Mrs Marillat would also like to thank the IT team for their amazing support on the day!

Eleanor investigated mental health
pressures on teens

Freya shared her love of Sea Scouting

Fariha interviewed Ms Kelly
on our involvement with
Wimbledon Ball Girls

World Poetry Day - Thursday 21 March

Love Literacy

During the week, Tolworth Girls’ School celebrated World Poetry Day! It was lovely to see so
many students getting involved with the week’s festivities.
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We read a poem a day in tutorial time, particularly thinking about poetry from other cultures, including
New Zealand and South Africa.



We held a Poetry Slam in the Library, with students from across the school sharing poetry they had written,
or a favourite classic poem.



Staff from across departments contributed their favourite poetry for a display in the Foyer.



We had dozens of entries to our Poetry Competition (see the winners on the next page).

Winners of the World Poetry Day
After much deliberation, the winners of the World Poetry Day writing competition were Henna, Parveena and
Lara. Congratulations girls, and thank you to all who entered! Prizes supplied by Scholastic Book Fairs via our
School Library.

Key Stage 3 Winner – Lara Joseph, Year 7

Key Stage 4 Winner – Parveena Ahuja, Year 10

Earth

Earth – Dry Grains of Sand

The Earth was so full of green, so peaceful, so serene,

A bird struggling to find food

But then the human race came and some of them were

A scorpion scuttling to find prey

mean

A camel fumbling to find water

They cut down trees

A snake prevailing to find a partner

Love Literacy

Endangered bumblebees
And spilled tonnes of oil into Earth’s beautiful seas.

It’s an empty place

Polluted the oceans with plastic bags

Yet a sense of calmness exists

Killed animals’ families, leaving them lonely and sad.

Not a footprint to be seen

Why do we treat the Earth so bad?

The sand lays with satisfaction

It’s your home too
And we are oblivious to what we do?

The harsh rays of the sun beam down

You might think it’s nothing when you litter on the

Creating a torturing sensation

street

As the soft wind whistles

Even if there’s a bin just metres from your feet

It generates some life into the place

But the truth is it could end up in the seas
The plants stand confidently

Or in the rubbish piles that soar above the trees.

With prickly spines peeking out

Can’t I see?

Which could be as soft as fur

Can’t you see?

Or as sharp as a dagger

Can’t we see?
Love Literacy

It all happens on the dry grains of sand
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Key Stage 5 Winner – Henna Iqbal, Year 12
Earth
The wind howls,
Delicate voices frolic freely

O, is your heart shredded like mine?

Love Literacy
TGS

Are you blemished by them?

Whispering, wasted words
My dear earth

Of severe deceit and lies.

O! How I desire to be encapsulated,
Dear wind, why do you howl so?

Within the sublime depths of your sweetness.

Is it a striking screech

O! How my soul yearns to be enclosed

Of a furious pain and bitter torture?

By the raging violence of your life.

O, is your soul dominated by sorrow,
Just like mine?

Swallow me.

Do the drowning pressures of the world

I want you to swallow me.

Crush you too?
For my lifeless eyes wish to be stripped of vision.
The trees way,

For my fragile heart no longer desires to pulsate.

Obey, like vulnerable brainwashed soldiers.

For my lungs no longer wish to inhale

Energy dissipated

Their poisonous toxins.

Volcanic rage.
My dear earth,
Dear trees, why do you sway so?

My safe and sound sanctuary

Why surrender your lustrous grace,

They black out the timid notes of my voice,

To be confined by unyielding barriers?

You silence to my silence!

O, is your restless mind stomped by vanity,

They silence me with judgement in their eyes,

Just like mine?

You see me when I’m invisible!

Do nervous impulses of a menacing fear,
They chisel me into place

Decay the tranquil notes that once established you?

They scissor at my feather-light innocence.
Dear flowers, why do you bloom so?

Oh.

For surely you must know?

They’ve got you too?

They’ll loiter in the treacherous shadows,
Waiting for your serenity of bliss,

My earth, my haven,

And then,

Your grace is branded by hate,

You bloom! You flourish! You fly!

Your angelic persona,

And then,

Fading.

They tear your to sharp shards
And your vitality is silenced.

I am sorry.
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World Book Day at Tolworth Girls’ School - Continued from Page 1

Book Swap in the Foyer - Pupil Librarians pose with
Mrs Marillat, AKA Miss Havisham!

Even the teachers joined in!
Can you spot James Bond, Captain Hook, and Oliver Twist?

Love Literacy
TGS

8 Jade and Miss Leeper went full Dr Seuss as
The Things and the Cat in the Hat!

Door décor by 8 Pearl

Jon Snow and King Arthur, better known as
Mr Knicz and Mr Cunningham,
got a bit carried away in their roles...

And the
Sixth Form
got stuck
in, too!

7 Jade and Miss Willis looked amazing
as Wonderland creatures!

Love Literacy
TGS

7 Pearl enjoyed 20 minutes to ‘Drop Everything and READ!’

Mr Cunningham ‘Dropped Everything to Read!’
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Library News

Manga/Anime/Crafters
is an After School Club who meet in
the TGS Library on Thursdays.
This term they have been busy
upcycling discarded Library books
to create Book Art for London’s
SPINE Festival in Kingston Libraries.

#Lets Talk About
#Mental Wellness
#Be in your Mate’s Corner

They also entered into the spirit of
things Literary for World Book Day
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Library News
Friday 8 March 2019
Year 8 enjoyed the first Author Event in the Lowe Theatre.
Once again it was thanks to our work with Kingston Libraries Youth Services
that we had a visit from another top class author: Sarah Govett, Oxford
Graduate, ex Lawyer and tutor. Now about to launch her own publishing
company and Her trilogy, ’The Territory’ is likely to be the next Netflix
boxset.
Sarah’s presentation focused on how effectively her
dystopian writing could be mirroring the pressures on
today’s young people.
Judging by the audience’s response in the Q&A session, they seemed to
agree with her.
Sarah was impressed with the quality of our students questions and
awarded signed copies to the best three, who are in the photo below.

The Territory Trilogy by
Sarah Govett reviewed by
Matilda in Year 8

Sarah stayed on to talk about favourite books
over lunch with Student Library Assistants
and the Book Group.

“It’s taken me a mere two
weeks to read Sarah Govett’s
‘The Territory’ trilogy;
opening Book 1 after the
author event and reaching the
last page of Book 3 today.”
reports Matilda from 8A.
“The series was thrilling, with unique characters and I like
how Sarah Govett created Noa who wasn’t talented yet had
to learn how to survive. The pace of the stories meant it’s
easy to read all three books quickly.
I also loved the relationships between her characters as they
developed, but also the hardships they faced and the choices
they had to make.
Overall, I liked this dystopian series a lot, it was eye
opening. I recommend it to 12+ readers”.
BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE IN YOUR SCHOOL LIBRARY.
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Library News
Kingston Libraries Literary Quiz
Congratulations to TGS Junior Lit Quiz Team who scored more points than any other state school
in Kingston or Hampton, beating Tiffin and Surbiton High, Hampton and Lady Eleanor Holles.
They certainly earned their place at this final, being quizzed hard on the five set books and pooling their
general literary knowledge. It was neck and neck on the buzzer round....but sadly they were beaten into
2nd spot, losing by one solitary point to Kingston Grammar, a local independent school.
So no Literary trophy this year girls, just a Book Prize from our Library’s Scholastic Book Fair and a Silver
certificate!
Pictured with Mrs Marillat (the team coach and provider of Kit Kats) is our Year 7 and Year 8 team with
two reserves - Milita, Emma, Imani, Raazia, Aimen, Ava, Holly and Fariha.
“There were a variety of questions based
on the plot of the books that we’ve been
reading. My favourite round for general
Literary knowledge - with real buzzers. We
did have to guess on some and we scored
very well.” - Holly, 8 Garnet
“I enjoyed working with everyone to
answer the questions. I like how we got to
use buzzers and how Holly and I guessed
random answers and got them right!” Alice, Year 9
“So pleased to have made it to the final
round!” - Ruby, Year 9
“We got to the finals! That is all down to our amazing team and there were some tough questions but we
answered and got through. I am very happy that we won and just pleased to have participated.” - Fariha,
Year 8
“We had to use team work and our general knowledge to answer some questions on books. There was a
buzzer round which was my favourite.” - Milita, Year 8
“Today was a really good enjoyable day where I had lots of fun. Even though we may have lost some marks,
it was a great opportunity.” - Eva, Year 7
Our Senior Team (Years 9/10) were 2nd in the first
round, finishing just 5 points behind… yes, you
guessed… Kingston Grammar School. In the final
round however, Tiffin and Holy Cross stepped up
and beat us into 4th place.
The students all win their choice of book from our
Library Book Fair and of course a certificate.
Still having two teams into the final round and
beating LEH, Hampton and Surbiton High is still a
great result.
Sienna, Isabella, Ruby, Alice, Lien and Emma celebrating with Mrs Marillat

Perhaps next year they’ll bring the cup back to TGS!
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PFA News
Easter ‘Eggstravaganza’ - Friday 29 March 2019
Year 11 organised the Easter Egg tombola, despite it being Practical Exam Week and was hugely popular!
Lots of parents had been baking and being creative, making lots of yummy goodies. This event helps Year 11
reduce the cost of their School Prom this summer.
Thank you to all the parents and teachers who were able to help with the Easter event. A little help goes a
long way!

Easter Raffle
Thank you to parents who have donated some prizes and thank you also to
Chakra Restaurant and Turks Launches for supporting the raffle. Winners
will be announced on 4 April 2019.

Family Quiz Night
The next PFA event is the Family Quiz which is going to be held in the School Hall on
Friday 10 May and will commence at 7.30pm. Please bring your own drinks and nibbles.
Cost is £5 per person, Students £2. There will be a Raffle on the night.

PFA Fundraising
The PFA have been able to support the Science Department by providing funds towards an Urban Farm visit,
help purchase two cameras for the Art Department and also accumulate funds to eventually purchase
Performing Arts’ light and sound equipment for the new Theatre.

Tolworth Girls’ School Uniform Shop
The uniforms that are for sale are second-hand but proving to be very popular.
Remember to contact the pta.tgs@gmail.com or look at the Tolworth Girls’ School Uniform for Sale Facebook
page.
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Health and Safety reminder from the Science Department
All students in the laboratory must wear safety goggles. This includes when a student across the lab is still
working on their practical task and you have finished your experiment for the day. This simple precaution
can eliminate the danger of eye injury caused by you or your neighbour spattering chemicals or breaking
glass. Another important protection for your eyes is to avoid rubbing your fingers in or near your eyes.
Chemicals can easily be transferred from your hands to your eyes in this way.
All students are required to wear a lab coat at all times when anyone is working with chemicals
in the lab. A lab coat is more than a uniform identifying you as a scientist; it affords you some
protection from spills of hot or corrosive materials as well as protecting your school uniform.

Students Contact Details
Please can parents inform the school immediately of any changes
in your daughter’s/son’s contact details.
These are very important and must be kept up to date
in case of student illness or a school emergency.

ParentPay Reminder
Please can we remind Parents/Carers to use ParentPay or PayPoint if you do not have a computer to pay for
trips or other items the school requests money for.
We will continue to send out activation letters to those who send in cash or cheques. Paying by ParentPay
is a much more secure way of paying, also it is very convenient for parents who can pay at any time.
We thank you for your cooperation.
The Finance Team

Have you any items of unwanted or outgrown TGS PE kits?
Should there be any unwanted items of PE kit which are now redundant please could you bring them into
Reception, marked for the attention of the PE department. They will be met with open arms! Unwanted
kit is always in great demand and used to support those who have lost or forgotten their kit for lessons, so
that students can still be taught and integrated.
If your daughter is in Year 11 and will sadly be leaving Tolworth Girls’ School, we would be more than
happy to receive her kit! Track bottoms, t-shirts, trainers and yellow socks would be very welcome and put
to good use. Thank you.
PE Department
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Important Reminder from the First Aider
Parents are reminded to inform the school if there are changes to the following:
 Emergency contact details.
 Medical conditions that can emerge as students mature.
 Changes to medication.
 We request that all parents whose child suffers from Severe Asthma or Severe Allergies provide the school

with a named up-to-date Inhaler or Epipen.
 If the medicine becomes out of date, you will be informed and you must replace the medicine

immediately; we as a school will take no responsibility if you fail to provide a replacement.

Childcare - AfC Childminder Agency, Leap Ahead
The AfC Childminder Agency, Leap Ahead is registered and inspected by Ofsted. Childminders can choose
to join the Agency and be registered and inspected by Leap Ahead rather than Ofsted. In addition to
registration, those who join our agency will receive individual support and guidance, meetings, training
and an annual graded visit. The childminder’s report is published on the website where parents can search
for childminders in their area.
http://www.leapahead.org.uk/

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online you could be raising a free donation for Tolworth Girls’
School?
There are nearly 3,000 retailers on board ready to make a donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva,
and Sainsbury's - it doesn't cost you a penny extra!
It's really simple, all you have to do is:
1. Join - Head to Tolworth Girls’ School PTA – Surbiton (TGS PTA) and sign up for free.
2. Shop - Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising.org.uk first, pick the retailer you want and
start shopping.
3. Raise - After you've checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no extra
cost whatsoever!
There are no catches or hidden charges and Tolworth Girls’ School will be really grateful for your donations.
Thank you for your support.
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SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES FOR 2018-2019
SUMMER TERM 2019
Tuesday 23 April - Friday 19 July 2019
Students Return

Tuesday 23 April 2019

BANK HOLIDAY

Monday 6 May 2019

Early Closure

Friday 24 May 2019 (1.25pm)

HALF TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 27 May - 31 May 2019

Students Return

Monday 3 June 2019

INSET DAY - School Closed for Staff Training

Monday 8 July 2019

Last Day of Term - Early Closure

Friday 19 July 2019 (Approximately 12.00pm)

KEY DATES
Tuesday 23 April - Friday 19 July 2019
Year 10 Exam Fortnight

Tuesday 23 April - Friday 3 May 2019

Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 23 April 2019 (3.45pm - 6.45pm)

Year 9 HPV Vaccinations

Thursday 25 April 2019

Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 7 May 2019 (3.45pm - 6.45pm)

Science and Enterprise Fair

Friday 10 May 2019

PTA Family Quiz Night (School Hall)

Friday 10 May 2019 (7.30pm)

Year 10 Mock Results Day

Wednesday 22 May 2019

Year 10 Sixth Form Taster Day and Open Evening

Thursday 23 May 2019

Whole School Curriculum Day

Thursday 23 May 2019

Year 13 Leavers’ Assembly

Friday 24 May 2019

Year 13 Study Leave Commences

Monday 3 June 2019

Years 7 and 8 Exams Week

Monday 3 June - Friday 7 June 2019

Year 12 Exams Week

Monday 24 June - Friday 28 June 2019

Summer Art and Design Exhibition Evening

Monday 24 June 2019 (6.30pm - 8.30pm)

Bridging the Gap - Year 11 Students

Wednesday 26 - Thursday 27 June 2019

Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

Thursday 27 June 2019

Transition Tea Party for Year 6 Students

Friday 28 June 2019 (2.00pm - 2.45pm)

Year 11 Graduation Assembly

Friday 28 June 2019

Year 11 Prom at Sandown Park

Friday 28 June 2019

Year 7 Trip to Penshurst Place (Bushcraft)

Sunday 30 June - Tuesday 2 July 2019

Year 12 Work Experience Fortnight

Monday 1 July - Friday 12 July 2019

New Year 7 Trutex Uniform Sale in the School Gym

Tuesday 2 July 2019 (3.30pm - 6.30pm)

New Year 7 Induction Day

Wednesday 3 July 2019
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Year 13 Prom at Glenmore House

Friday 5 July 2019

Year 10 Daughter to Work Day

Monday 8 July 2019

New Year 7 Intake Tutorial Evening

Tuesday 9 July 2019 (5.45pm - 7.30pm)

Whole School Sports Day at Kingsmeadow

Friday 12 July 2019

Year 12 Work Experience Review and Results Day

Monday 15 July 2019

Year 12 Higher Education Day and Information Evening

Tuesday 16 July 2019

Early Closure for Students

Friday 19 July 2019 (approximately 12 noon)

EXAMINATION RESULTS DAYS
A Level Examination Results

Thursday 15 August 2019

GCSE Examination Results

Thursday 22 August 2019
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