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It was ELECTRIFYING – GREASE THE MUSICAL
Grease was the word on everybody’s lips on 25 – 28 February 2020. Tolworth Girls’
School and Sixth Form and Southborough High School collaborated for the second
time on one of the most loved musicals ‘GREASE’. The tale of a whirlwind summer
romance, leather-clad greaser Danny (Teddy) and pretty-little Sandy (Kitty and
Rosanna) were unexpectedly reunited when she transferred to Rydell High for
Senior year.
Tolworth Girls’ School Hall was full of the trials and tribulations of teenage life in
the 1950s, during four nights of which most were sell out performances. The
students stepped up to the challenges of some of the most energetic musical
numbers to grace the stage, with the show’s vibrant colours and the casts talent
made this a spellbinding performance week for the audience.
Mrs Wilson (Head of Drama at Tolworth Girls’ School) and Miss Parsons
(Head of Drama at Southborough High School) directed the show
In this issue:
and couldn’t be prouder of the achievements of the 70 odd
performers involved. They are proud that the show was a
Letter from the Headteacher
student lead production with the backstage crew, lighting
Year 7
operators, sound operators and band all being students. All
participants worked together to create a show which was truly
Year 8
electrifying and we couldn’t be prouder!
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Dear Parents/Carers and Students
Tolworth Girls’ School & Sixth Form
What a term we have had!
As I write this, the sun is shining and we are anticipating a most wonderful weekend of sunshine and high temperatures,
the hottest so far this year. We would ordinarily plan some excursion, a long walk, a visit to see relatives, a picnic, bike
rides, a chance for the ‘kids’ to meet their friends and have some fun. However, we are not able to plan to do most of
those things, life is temporarily on hold as we adjust to a new norm.
For the first time in forever school is shut, not closed but shut, and that place where we spend a great deal of our time
is now an echoey place with empty classrooms, hallways and playgrounds. I did a walk around school last week and
although I swear I could hear laughter and chatter and footsteps down the corridors, it was sadly my imagination - how I
missed our students.
My mum says that you do not appreciate something until it is gone or taken away from you and I find myself in that
place really appreciating what we have as a school. Tolworth is so much more than an exam factory, it is a real
community caring for the students and our families within that community, so we do what we always do in a crisis,
‘Keep Calm and Carry On’, or as I said to our staff, ‘When the going gets tough, Tolworth will get going’.
So we are determined to keep our students educated and also looked after; we are all used to a rhythm and a routine
and of course socialising - when that is taken away from us our Wellbeing and Mental Health could become an issue. It
is therefore important that you ask for help if you need it. We are the Lead School in Kingston for the Wellbeing
Project and are well placed with contact details of those who can offer support and a listening ear.
We will continue to provide work for our students and I will be sending a package of information over the next few days
on how this will work and what it means for parents. I do think you need to be kind to yourselves and realise that it is
not ‘Home School’ but ‘Home Learning’ and that there are so many different types of learning that happen incidentally.
It will be our job to pick up all of the pieces when we get back to work and help all of our students to reach their true
potential.
My heart really does go out to our Year 11 and Year 13 students, I did think that I would have been able to let them
know what we are going to do about their examinations, but the Department for Education (DfE) has not yet released
that information. Please do be reassured that we do have the data that we need and we will be looking at your
potential grades as well as work covered to date. As soon as we know, you will know. We will, I promise you, have our
celebrations and our ‘cheesy poems’ and I will personally DJ your Prom, even if we have to hold it at school; I can do
wonders with net curtain and sparkles - you will all get to go to the ball…
Please do take the time to look at our newsletter, it really does showcase this amazing school and the people that make
it such a wonderful community. I have had my daily exercise today and am meeting so many new people as they go on
their daily rambles in my area. All of us are so keen to say, ‘Hello, how are you?’, share a moan, check that we have all
we need - complete strangers are now becoming friends and we are all looking out for each other.
I will certainly be banging my saucepans for our NHS workers tonight, we have donated nearly 200 goggles to local
hospitals and GPs – please let us know if more are needed, we do have spares.
We are continuing to run our ‘Mini School’ for key workers and please do contact us if you need anything, food drops
have taken place, laptops and dongles have been loaned, and as a community we really are all in this together.
Keep safe, stay at home, wash your hands and contact me if you need a hand: contactthehead@tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk
Yours faithfully

Siobhán Lowe
Headteacher
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Year 7 News
From the Acting Heads of Year, Miss Pondaven and Mr Garnham
and the Deputy Head of Year, Miss Durcan
I would like to say big congratulations to every single Year 7 student here at Tolworth Girls' School & Sixth
Form. The students have transitioned to life in secondary school very well. This year we have had fun at the
Year 7 Disco and the Festive Foyer, and got to experience learning outside of the classroom on the Whole
School Curriculum Day, which involved going on an RS trip to Neasden Temple, and a Geography/Art trip to
Kew Gardens.
A huge congratulation needs to go to 7 Opal for having the highest attendance and 7 Topaz for having the
highest ePraise point total out of every form group so far this year.
I have been incredibly impressed with how Year 7 have maturely handled the current situation that we are in
and I am very pleased to see so many of you getting into good routines early and producing some fantastic
work.

Trips and Activities - Year 7
Performance Poetry: Whole School Curriculum Day 2020
On Whole School Curriculum Day this term, our normal timetables were suspended
and Year 7 took part in a unique and one-off Performance Poetry Workshop for the
day. Students had the privilege of spending the day with the renowned performance
poet Kat Francois; Kat is not only a performance poet, but a playwright, director,
actor, comedian, and personal trainer! She was the first person to win a televised
Poetry Slam in the UK, on BBC3 in 2004, and a year later went on to win the World
Slam Poetry Championships in Rotterdam. Kat has worked with young people for
many years, as a youth worker and teacher of dance, drama, poetry and performance
skills. She has also performed numerous times on radio and television, including
BLUE PETER and the BIG POETRY SLAM.

Kat doing what she does best!

On the day, students were given the exciting opportunity to explore and deepen their poetry writing and
performance skills, as well as being treated to a whole host of activities, some of which included mystery food
tasting; poetry readings delivered by Kat; voice and performance exercises, alongside being able to write,
perform and compete in a ‘Poetry Slam’ in the afternoon. The work produced and the performances delivered
were absolutely stunning and huge congratulations to the group from 7 Pearl who won the slam. We hope to
repeat the event again next year - watch this space!

The Winning Team from 7 Pearl and the judges:
Miss Gatt, Kat Francois and Mrs Marillat

Performance Poetry in action!
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Year 8 News
From the Head of Year, Miss Lowe and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Hall
Year 8 have had another successful term. The focus for Year 8 has been the selection of their GCSE choices.
The students have approached this process with maturity and careful consideration and they seem excited to
start their GCSE courses in September 2020.
The PSHE programme also supported them with their GCSE options decision making. The first part of the term
was spent looking at careers and the skill sets that are needed to go alongside certain careers. The second
part of the term has seen Year 8 students focusing on ‘relationships’. Students have been thinking about
relationships with others in society and have focused on themes such as ‘diversity’ and ‘discrimination’. This
has generated some interesting and thought-provoking discussions.
The Whole School Curriculum Day offered an opportunity for Year 8 students to explore issues around selfesteem and body image. Students worked hard to prepare for this day in advance by collecting materials to
use on the day. The day was a huge success! Hope Virgo, a mental health campaigner, came in to talk to the
students about her own experiences around body image. The students were then tasked with creating an
outfit based on the brief ‘This is me’. The whole idea of this was to get students to consider how to defy
media expectations of what individuals should look like and to address issues around body image. The students
excelled on this day. They worked collaboratively, with a clear focus and goal and the outfits they produced
were of a high quality, thought-provoking and clearly communicated the messages they wanted to give. A very
well done to all of Year 8 for showing initiative, creativity and excellent teamwork.

Trips and Activities - Year 8
Year 8 Annual IET Faraday Challenge
This term saw the return of the Annual IET Faraday Challenge at
Tolworth Girls’ School. We had six teams competing to build a
prototype which could help in the delivery of aid to an area in
crisis.
The students chose roles such as project manager, designer and
accountant, to keep an eye on the budget, and spent the morning
designing and costing their build. In the afternoon, students then
built their prototypes and presented them to a real life engineer,
who had the very difficult task of picking a winner.
The students created a wide variety of different products, ranging
from boxes which could be dropped from the air, to deliver first aid
and blankets to boats which could be used to transport aid to victims
in flooded areas.
The winning team won a £10 Amazon Voucher and the chance to
take part in the regional finals....
Well done to all the students involved. Every team showed
exceptional team work skills, perseverance, resilience and creativity.
We were very proud of our girls and are excited to see how many of them continue with these skills and follow
a career in STEM.
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Year 9 News
From the Head of Year, Mr Flood and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Clark
As in previous terms, Year 9 have continued to work hard in their studies and should be praised for the
progress they are making. At a time when they are making important decisions about the future paths of their
education, we are proud to see them doing this with such a level of maturity. This term saw our Options
Evening being held at school. It was so lovely to see so many of you and hear about the well thought out and
insightful questions being asked by our students. This hard work is further reflected in all the ePraise points
the students have collected! We are pleased to announce that the top three spots for the school’s tutor
groups are currently held by 9 Sapphire, 9 Amethyst and 9 Pearl.
The students were involved in a fantastic Whole School Curriculum Day in February hosted by our STEAM
subjects. The day was themed around the use and impacts of plastics in our environment and the creativity of
our students was evident in the range of responses produced throughout the day. The students even had a
chance to create their very own QR codes. During the judging session, the girls presenting their projects did a
phenomenal job and made it so hard for the judges to pick a winner that we had to have two! Creations
included ideas for school branded reusable items such as drinking bottles, artwork and clothing created using
plastic bags and discarded plastic and even the plans for an ‘Eco bin’ that would reward students for increased
recycling of plastic in school.
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In tutorial this term, we have been focussing on careers in the run up to the options selection and are now
starting a new focus on well-being including embracing our strengths and building self-esteem.
On an extracurricular level, it has been delightful to see some of our year group representing the school at a
huge variety of sports and subjects. A big well done to all involved, in everything from the whole school
production of Grease, to sports matches, to Urban Farm.

Trips and Activities - Year 9
ISSP Develop a Doctor Day
On Friday 31 January, the ITAE Group visited Tolworth Girls’ School to help our Year 9 students and our
partner schools hone our medical skills at the ‘Develop a Doctor Day’.
Firstly, they taught us the names of the pieces of equipment we would be using, and helped us to get into our
protective uniform of mask and gown. We learned about the technical way to describe precise areas of the
body, which is essential so that everyone involved in a surgical procedure knows where they are going to
operate. We then cleaned and prepped our allocated body for surgery, prepared and administered an
anaesthetic, and then started dissecting various organs, including the brain, eye, heart, lungs and liver. We
liked dissecting the organs because it gave us a glimpse of what it might be like to work as a surgeon in the
future. It was fun, interesting and a bit unusual for a school day! It was a great experience to have and we
would recommend it to other students if they have a chance to take part.

Year 10 News
From the Head of Year, Ms Das and the
Deputy Heads of Year, Miss Hunt and Mr Crane
At the time of writing, we are currently experiencing unprecedented events linked to Covid-19 and its effects
on our community and life in general.
Looking back at the last term, Year 10 students have continued to display their hard work, talent and efforts
in a myriad of ways.
I am so proud of all those students who made the joint school production with Southborough High School such
a success. Congratulations to everyone who was involved in ‘Grease’ in February, whether you were part of
the crew, production team or cast.
Around sixty students participated in the Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out’ Workshop – we heard brilliant and
passionate speeches about topics ranging from ‘Love’ to ‘The Education System’. Six semi-finalists competed
in front of the whole year group in Assembly, resulting in Freya B and Izzy DB emerging as winners. They will
be representing Tolworth Girls’ School at the Jack Petchey regional competition at a later date.
Students also competed in the UKMT Maths Challenge, participated in a ‘Get into Medicine’ day and our
physicists attended a lecture delivered by The National Space Agency.
I am sad to have to say farewell to Mrs Salmon as she leaves Tolwoth Girls’ School at the end of term.
Mrs Salmon has been 10 Jade’s tutor since they joined the school in Year 7 and has been at Tolworth Girls’
School for 18 years as a much valued colleague and teacher in the Maths Department. We wish her well in her
future adventures.
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In these uncertain times, it is more important than ever that we do the best we can for our families, friends
and communities. My thanks to you for your continued support of the school.
I wish you and your families all the very best.

Trips and Activities - Year 10
Physics Masterclass
Physics Masterclass was organised in the Science Department on Wednesday 5 February 2020. Lead Educator
from the National Space Academy, Robin Mobbs, carried out various sessions on Space Physics and Astronomy
throughout the day. Students from Year 10 were invited to participate based on their achievement of
obtaining a Grade 7+ in their recent Physics assessment.
The day started with an introduction to some of the things that humans, satellites and robots are doing in
space. It is a very busy time and a new space race is starting to see who will be first to Mars. Students were
also made aware of the many rewarding, exciting and long-lasting careers involving space. Some incorporate
looking out away from our planet but others involve looking back to help keep us safe and prosperous. Two of
the selection tests undertaken by our astronaut, Tim Peake, were attempted.
The first topic covered human space flight. Students plotted the speed of a Dragon rocket as it launched to
the International Space Station using their knowledge of Physics to understand the way its speed changed.
They learnt about many aspects of the life of an astronaut. What is it like in microgravity? How do they train
for the role? Where do they sleep? What do they eat? What about the toilet? What is it like to do a
spacewalk? How does a space suit work in the vacuum of space? Experiments with marshmallows and hot
water showed what would happen if a spacesuit failed. It was shown how ideas from GCSE Physics such as
pressure, gravity, energy and the kinetic theory apply. Videos of Tim Peake undertaking experiments on the
ISS highlighted the behaviour of objects in microgravity.
The next topic covered how we observe the Universe. A model telescope was made and investigated using a
combination of lenses. Diffraction gratings were used to show how we can find out what stars are made from
using the fingerprint of the colours in their spectrum. The need to look at waves arriving from the Universe
right across the wavelengths of the electromagnetic spectrum showed how some telescopes will only work
properly in space. Kepler’s laws for elliptical orbits such as that followed by comets around the sun were
covered. A model comet was made out of sand, ammonia, charcoal, alcohol, water and dry ice!
The day concluded by making paper rockets and finally launching them outside using air pressure to see whose
was designed best and went furthest.
All the students seemed very enthusiastic and gave positive feedback. They expected a boring lecture but
instead found it quite interesting and interactive. Some of the comments included:

“It covered several topics in unexpected ways. It was fascinating and has inspired me to focus
more on space than before and I wish it could be several days long.”
“Great masterclass packed with interesting facts! Better than I expected. Thank you.”
“It was very helpful to learn new facts about space which I can tell my parents about.”
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Year 11 News
From the Head of Year, Mrs Chiddy-Gosling and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Fabregas
Graduation preparation is well underway in Year 11. Students have already begun ordering their Yearbooks
and can look forward to seeing a range of photos and memories from their time at Tolworth Girls' School. We
have been assured by Fizz, the Yearbook company, that these will be delivered as planned by the end of June,
so we will be looking at ways to get them to students, depending on how the current situation continues.
Some students have asked about what the closure of schools etc. now means for their Graduation celebrations
- the simple answer is that right now we don't know. We are hoping to have a prom-style celebration later
than scheduled if necessary but again, full details will depend on how the UK lockdown progresses.
With regards to exams, the picture is similarly unclear; we have been informed that grades will be given based
on previous mock exam results and teacher assessment/guidance. For the moment we are advising that
Year 11 continue their school work and revision as set on ePraise, as this may be used in some way to assess
for appropriate grades. Students may also want to keep working to prepare as well as possible for their
post-16 options, in case they wish to take the exams next year, or simply to maintain a routine for their own
wellbeing.
I would like to take this opportunity to say how desperately disappointed I am for our Year 11s at the fact they
will not have the opportunity to showcase their learning and knowledge as planned and that we will be missing
out on, or postponing, their usual end of school celebrations. I understand that this is a very confusing and
difficult time for them and parents, but we will continue to offer support in whatever ways we can and share
information and planning as and when we are able.
It occurs to me that this may be my last newsletter entry as Head of Year 11, so would just like to say how
much I have enjoyed the privilege of getting to know these amazing young women since Year 8 and how much I
will truly miss them (although hopefully I'll be seeing lots of you in Sixth form!). I have no doubt they will go
on to great things.

Years 12 and 13 News
From the Assistant Director of Sixth Form, Mr Boyce and the
Deputy Head of Year, Mrs Viola
In these extraordinary times, the vast majority of Sixth Form students are, once again, proving to be
extraordinary. The resilience, maturity and good humour they have demonstrated over the last few weeks has
been impressive.
For Year 12, these are baffling times but they are proving to be responsible and realistic in dealing with the
changing situation and new demands. They will be set work which they should complete at home. Teachers
have produced and are producing a wealth of materials which should prepare students well for the demands of
next year.
Year 13 students have endured the news about cancelled exams stoically. None of them have panicked and all
have been patient in waiting for the information we all need to be released. Once we know exactly how grades
will be predicted, we will do our best to inform students and help them as best we can. In the meantime, we
ask students to continue revising and studying but most of all we ask you to keep in contact, to take care of
yourselves each other.
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Trips and Activities - Years 12 and 13
Young Enterprise at Old Spitalsfields Trade Fair Event - Wednesday 12 February 2020
You may have seen this group of intrepid Sixth Formers selling their products in the foyer and
you may have wondered where they came from, and how they ended up in the foyer selling
their products. Since September, every Monday after school, this group of budding
entrepreneurs have been meeting to develop their entrepreneurial ideas. Team Sync’d
journey was not a solo one, they were aided by Hester, an enthusiastic and knowledgeable Business Advisor.
Hester gave up her own time to help the team on their way.
The team’s business is called Sync’d and they have made a range of colorful iPhone covers. They participated
in the Young Enterprise competition. Young Enterprise sees groups of students all over the country compete
against each other to win the prestigious prize of ‘Best Company’. Each team has to come up with their own
business idea, fund it, design it, make it, package it and sell it!
Team Sync’d have had the opportunity to sell their products at the trade fair organised by Young Enterprise in
Spitalfields Market in London where they had the chance to meet Dean from 2019 The Apprentice who was one
of the judges for the day.
At the end of April, the team will be presenting their final reports to a panel of judges!

She Can Be - The Lord Mayor’s Appeal
On Thursday 13 February 2020, a group of students attended the ‘She Can Be’ event in One
Canada Square in Canary Wharf.
Our Sixth Form students had a fantastic day at She Can Be. It was a very eventful day
working in the City, which started with a morning workshop with Canary Wharf Group plc who have overseen
the largest urban regeneration project in Europe, a private real estate company. Students had the opportunity
to meet and find out about the history of Canary Wharf from its humble beginnings, its development and how
successful the project has been. We had a private tour of the marketing suite; the students all participated in
two interviews each and were given feedback. They were also provided with a topic to research, which they
then had to present back their findings in the main board room to some of Canary Wharf Group plc most
successful women. Again they received feedback on their presentations.
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The students’ behaviour and conduct was outstanding and all of our young people did a fantastic job of dealing
with the challenging tasks they were given. Students came away from the experience with more confidence,
motivation, more knowledgeable and inspired with the belief that ‘She Can Be’.
The afternoon was spent in Canary Wharf. The students had the chance to meet more companies and business
women and listen to some exciting presentations to show them how they can all be ‘She Can Be’. The girls
were also allocated to work on tables with different people from different businesses which was very
informative and motivating for all.

Erasmus+ Exchange Programme
Our Years 12 and 13 Erasmus+ students had the following to report regarding their trip to our partner school in
Barcelona in January this year:
“The main aim of this trip was to learn about religious diversity and inclusivity in the media in England,
Spain, Italy, Romania and Germany. Before each country left for Spain, we all carried out a survey on the
religious diversity in each of our schools and these results were shared in individual presentations to expand
our knowledge. We produced reports, articles, essays and presentations about religious diversity and
inclusivity in the media.
Throughout the week, we also visited different religious monuments and lectures in order to present our
final ideas in international groups.”
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“In the afternoon of our first full day in Barcelona, the hosts organised a trip to visit Park Guell, which was
located five minutes away from their school. We received a tour from a local guide and took plenty of
pictures. At the park we learnt about Antonio Gaudi, who is the most famous architect in Spain and the
creator of La Sagrada Familia and Park Guell.
On Tuesday we went to a famous Roman Catholic Church in Barcelona, La Sagrada Familia, and the tour guide
explained the meaning and purpose behind all the different sculptures. The Cathedral was beautiful both
inside and outside and especially when the sun was shining through the stained glass windows.
On Wednesday, we travelled to Montserrat Monastery by coach where we spent most of the day learning
about the history of the mountain, which is famous for its unusual appearance. We received a talk from a
monk and then explored the Cathedral, where we listened to a religious boys’ choir, who are famous around
the world but are based in Barcelona and study in Montserrat. For the second part of the day, we hiked to
the top of the mountain which is 1,236 metres. We saw the beautiful view of Catalonia and enjoyed our
lunch.
Although we were nervous meeting our hosts for the first time, they made us feel more than welcome. In
the evenings, we would go out as a big group (all students from different countries) and explore other parts
of Barcelona while getting to know each other. Sadly, at the end of the week everyone had to go back home,
however, it was a great experience to meet new friends and visit a different country.”

Science Lecture on ‘Particle Zoo’ at UCL London
Two Year 13 Physics students, Aymun and Sofia, went to UCL London
on Friday 13 December 2019 for a lecture on Particle Physics.
The lecture took place in the Chemistry auditorium at UCL, which was
full of students from both Sixth Form and University. The lecture was
on ‘The Particle Zoo: News from the Subatomic World of Elementary
Particle Physics’ given by Dr David Yallup. The talk was based on the
book ‘The Particle Zoo: The Search for Fundamental Nature of
Reality’ by Gavin Hesketh.
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The talk was an excellent introduction to Particle Physics without any Mathematics. It covered past, present
and future of Particle Physics from someone who is still working in the experimental physics field. It outlined a
timeline of various subatomic particles from discovery of electron in 1897 to Higgs boson in 2012. The
researcher talked about the role of strong nuclear force amongst fundamental particles. He also shed light on
the latest work on the data collected at Large Hadron Collider.
It was a good insight into the world of Particle Physics where various subatomic particles were introduced.
Year 13 Physics students are going to explore this topic during their studies of Particle Physics in the
Spring Term.

Events for all Year Groups
Languages Wonder Week - 27-31 January 2020
We had a fantastic time in January celebrating Languages
Week at Tolworth Girls’ School this year. Throughout the
school, students jumped into the languages spirit and
answered the register in class in a range of different
languages. Teachers took the opportunity to share an
overview of which languages they personally spoke by using
our special Languages Week postcards that were displayed
on classroom doors. It was amazing to see the diversity
that we have amongst our community! A definite highlight
for Year 7 and Year 8 was the piñata that we had one
lunchtime. The students loved taking part in this unique
activity, learning about its origins and of course enjoying
the sweets that burst out at the end!
Following on with the theme of food, our Languages themed cake sale was a huge
success and we were astounded by the creativity, quality and love of languages that
our students showed in their baking. Lois Jarrett in Year 7 Sapphire won Star Baker
with her incredible sombrero cake, which beat other brilliant bakes that included
many arrays of colourful flags and multicultural images on various flavoured cakes,
cupcakes and biscuits made by our talented students. Well done girls!
Congratulations also to those students who participated in our Treasure Hunt around
school which involved hunting for pieces of paper with our school motto 'Let your light
so shine' written in dozens of different languages.
www.tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk // Tel: 020 8397 3854 // Fax: 020 8974 2600
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Finally, our linguistic knowledge was put to the test across the school with our Big Fat Languages Quiz of the
year. Thank you and well done to everyone for your huge support and involvement during Languages Week.
It was such a great opportunity to celebrate and showcase the linguistic and cultural diversity of our
wonderful community.

GREASE THE MUSICAL — Continued from page 1
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BBC School Report - Thursday 12 March
On Thursday 12 March, fifteen of our students from Years 7-12 became BBC Young Reporters for the day. We
set up and worked from our own interview studio and newsroom in the Library. The students put great effort
into writing articles on a wide variety of topics including coronavirus, diversity in the film industry and climate
change.
In the afternoon, students developed their interviewing skills and questioned
Mr Garnham about climate change and Miss Johns about racial equality. In addition,
they also had the opportunity to interview our visitors from Urban Farm about their
job. They thoroughly enjoyed devising their own questions, using the camera
equipment and editing their clips.
One of our students took on the role of creating a live feed of our articles and
interview clips on Twitter. This was a huge success and we were very excited to be
retweeted by the BBC and the Kingston Green Party.
The day provided students with invaluable skills and gave them a taste of a career
in journalism. I think that they will all make fantastic reporters in the future!
You can find all of their articles on our school’s website.
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World Book Day
“On Thursday 5 March, we celebrated World Book Day at Tolworth Girls’ School.
The first activity was ‘dress up’! I dressed up as Demon Dentist from a favourite David Williams book of mine
(Demon Dentist) with my best friend Philippa, who was Alfie from the book. We both had a great time and
wish we could have done it again the next day. The best dressed student was a student dressed as Susan with
a homemade Narnia wardrobe - it was very cleverly designed!
The second activity we took part in was an activity called ‘Guess the Teacher Shelfie’, where teachers from
different departments took a photo of their book shelves from home and printed them out. Students were
challenged to match the teachers with their shelfies. Philippa and I didn’t do very well, but enjoyed
ourselves very much in the process!
The third activity was to, as a form group, decorate your form door with your favourite book cover/covers.
Our form decorated our door as numerous books (all of our favourites and what we dressed up as), acrostic
poems, slogans and pictures. Almost every class took part, and every form’s looked great.
The final activity was ‘Drop Everything and Read’. We were asked in a lesson when hearing a bell to stop,
drop everything and read for 15 minutes straight - in whatever lesson we were doing. I had mine in a Maths
lesson. I loved having this extra time to get lost in my book! It was a really fun day for everyone!”
By Abigail - Year 7, BBC Young Reporter

STEM Girls’ Project
“This term in STEM Girls’ Club, we have been doing the reuse and recycle plastic
project. The aim of the project was to collect used plastic and reuse it. By reusing the
plastic we can be more ecofriendly.
Did you know that 14 million tons of plastic waste is dumped into the world’s oceans
every year?
This plastic waste kills 1 million sea creatures every year. So it is very important to
reuse plastic, as it takes about 450 years for it to decompose into the ground.
We worked in groups and discussed different ideas on how to recycle plastic waste.
There were many ideas like bird feeders, plastic necklaces, toys etc. Our group
designed and developed a birdfeeder.
This is one of the products we made in the STEM Girls’ Club using recycled plastic.”
By Sriya Machiraju - 8 Garnet
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British Science Week
Urban Farm
On Thursday 12 March, Hounslow Urban Farm visited
Tolworth Girls’ School as part of our British Science Week celebrations.
Year 9 students were given the opportunity to spend an hour with the
animals, finding out about their habits, their ecosystems and how they
help to keep the world around us in balance. We enjoyed Urban Farm
as we got to interact with different animals and insects, many of which
we had never had a chance to handle before. 9 Jade especially enjoyed
handling the chinchilla and the chicken. We learned many new facts
about the animals we were introduced to, including that not all lizards
have legs… we may have thought that Larry the legless lizard was a
snake to begin with, but we soon found out that we were wrong!
Unfortunately, Urban Farm was not able to run on Friday 13 March due
to school closure, but this experience will be rearranged for our
remaining Year 9 students as soon as the situation has returned to
normal.
Year 9 Science Week
During British Science Week, Year 9 students were set a challenge to ‘build bridges’ using 5 sheets of
newspaper, 5 paper straws and 30cm of sellotape. Before building commenced, students watched a video
explaining the importance of structural aspects of some of the world’s most impressive bridges to discuss and
develop in their own designs. Each team then had a set amount of time to design and build their bridge before
testing - 100g was suspended from each bridge in order to test their weight bearing capabilities. The students
worked very well and there was an air of healthy competition between the teams. Here are some pictures
from the day:

Gold Coins Experiment
In the ‘good old days’, the application of chemistry tended to revolve more around transmuting or magically
converting bits of worthless scrap metal into highly valuable gold. Obviously no one actually managed to
achieve that, but some people were convinced they did! Mr Ongoren and Mr Dowthwaite set out to replicate
the production of ‘gold coins’ by following the secret recipe.
It was lovely to have so many Year 7 and Year 8 students come along to the Gold Coin Experiment. The aim
was to plate copper coins with zinc, which would result in a silver looking coin. Our budding alchemists then
held these silver coins over a Bunsen flame for 10-15 seconds, resulting in a sudden colour change to gold.
The reaction between zinc and the copper coin actually forms an alloy of brass, which has a golden colour.
It immediately became clear that this recipe wasn’t really a secret, and that the gold coins weren’t actually
made of gold after all. The search continues….
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Our Diverse Planet – Poster Competition
As part of British Science Week, many students in Year 7 and Year 8 rose to the challenge of producing a
poster on the theme ‘Our Diverse Planet’. They were hoping for a chance to be entered in the national
competition organised by the British Science Association. The students’ interpretation of the theme was
original and… diverse! Examples included the variety of life on Earth, the contribution of women to Science
and the threats to biodiversity. In 2019 the competition saw 69,000 students taking part across the country.
It is fantastic that Tolworth Girls’ School will be represented alongside so many other schools again this year.
We wish the best of luck to our school finalists, pictured here!

Status of biodiversity - extinctions

Diversity of life histories - butterflies

Threats to biodiversity –
plastics pollution

Women’s contribution to science
around the world

Importance of preserving biodiversity

Famous Scientists Quiz
Students from across all years participated in a Science Quiz, as part of British Science Week, with the grand
prize of Urban Farm tickets on offer.
Students had to read through a description of the scientist and their life’s work, then match the description to
the name. Ten scientists were included, including Mr Wightwick’s personal favourite, Michael Faraday.
The top performing fifteen students were offered the opportunity to attend Urban Farm and the winners
enjoyed the experience greatly.
The overall winners were Emmie Kirby and Caitlin Creaser both in 7 Pearl, who both scored full marks!
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Secret Science Cinema
Students and staff from across the school were invited to attend ‘Secret Science Cinema’ at lunchtimes during
British Science Week. They popped along to the Croft, with no idea of the movie they were about to see –
except that it had a Science theme! The students really enjoyed ‘The Theory of Everything’, the 2014
Stephen Hawking biopic. Many of the students had never heard of Hawking before, and none were very
familiar with his inspirational story. Sadly, we did not get to see the very end of the movie, due to school
closure on Friday 13 March. The film is available on Netflix – perhaps it is one to consider if you are selfisolating in the days and weeks to come!
STEM Workshops
During British Science Week, Mr Ahmed held a series of after-school STEM Workshops. Activities included
building and testing catapults, designing and racing astronaut hovercrafts and the ‘peg and pen’ challenge.
The students really enjoyed these activities and enthusiastically competed to win prizes. A massive thank you
to our amazing technicians who provided the equipment to make these sessions a success.

PFA News
Thank you for all the donations for Easter Eggstravaganza. We raised £760.00, so a huge thank you! It was a
shame we had to cancel the event, however, we used the donations of chocolate to give all staff as a little
something to thank them for their hard work over the coming weeks. They were very grateful and there was a
huge round of applause for the PFA.
The remaining chocolate donations were sold to staff raising another £100.00. We also had donations of
Cadburys Freddo chocolate boxes from Chessington World of Adventures. We donated approximately 600 to
Epsom Foodbank, who were extremely grateful.
The PFA had fun making craft for the fair and this will be kept in storage for our next event. Thank you to all
who helped on the night.

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online you could be raising a free donation for Tolworth
Girls’ School?
There are nearly 3,000 retailers on board ready to make a donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva,
and Sainsbury's - it doesn't cost you a penny extra!
It's really simple, all you have to do is:
1. Join - Head to Tolworth Girls’ School PFA – Surbiton (TGS PFA) and sign up for free.
2. Shop - Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising.org.uk first, pick the retailer you want and
start shopping.
3. Raise - After you've checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no extra
cost whatsoever!
There are no catches or hidden charges and Tolworth Girls’ School will be really grateful for your
donations. Thank you for your support.

Students Contact Details
Please can parents inform the school immediately of any changes in your daughter’s/son’s contact details.
These are very important and must be kept up to date in case of student illness or a school emergency.
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Health and Safety reminder from the Science Department
All students in the laboratory must wear safety goggles. This includes when a student across the lab is still
working on their practical task and you have finished your experiment for the day. This simple precaution
can eliminate the danger of eye injury caused by you or your neighbour spattering chemicals or breaking
glass. Another important protection for your eyes is to avoid rubbing your fingers in or near your eyes.
Chemicals can easily be transferred from your hands to your eyes in this way.
All students are required to wear a lab coat at all times when anyone is working with chemicals
in the lab. A lab coat is more than a uniform identifying you as a scientist; it affords you some
protection from spills of hot or corrosive materials as well as protecting your school uniform.

Have you any items of unwanted or outgrown TGS PE kits?
Should there be any unwanted items of PE kit which are now redundant please could you bring them into
Reception, marked for the attention of the PE department. They will be met with open arms! Unwanted
kit is always in great demand and used to support those who have lost or forgotten their kit for lessons, so
that students can still be taught and integrated.
If your daughter is in Year 11 and will sadly be leaving Tolworth Girls’ School, we would be more than
happy to receive her kit! Tracksuit bottoms, t-shirts, trainers and yellow socks would be very welcome and
put to good use. Thank you.
PE Department

Childcare - AfC Childminder Agency, Leap Ahead
The AfC Childminder Agency, Leap Ahead is registered and inspected by Ofsted. Childminders can choose
to join the Agency and be registered and inspected by Leap Ahead rather than Ofsted. In addition to
registration, those who join our agency will receive individual support and guidance, meetings, training
and an annual graded visit. The childminder’s report is published on the website where parents can search
for childminders in their area. http://www.leapahead.org.uk/

Important Reminder from the First Aider
Parents are reminded to inform the school if there are changes to the following:
 Emergency contact details.
 Medical conditions that can emerge as students mature.
 Changes to medication.
 We request that all parents whose child suffers from Severe Asthma or Severe Allergies provide the school

with a named up-to-date Inhaler or Epipen.
 If the medicine becomes out of date, you will be informed and you must replace the medicine

immediately; we as a school will take no responsibility if you fail to provide a replacement.

ParentPay Reminder
Please can we remind Parents/Carers to use ParentPay or PayPoint if you do not have a computer to pay for
trips or other items the school requests money for.
We will continue to send out activation letters to those who send in cash or cheques. Paying by ParentPay
is a much more secure way of paying, also it is very convenient for parents who can pay at any time.
We thank you for your cooperation.
The Finance Team
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