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A

Year 12 and Year 13 Erasmus+ Conference in Germany
From Sunday 3 - Friday 8 November, Tolworth Girls‘ School was proud to be a part
of the first trip for our new two year Erasmus+ project‚ Inclusivity and Media. We
visited our partner school in Flensburg, Germany, where six of our Years 12 and 13
students were hosted by German families for the week. This experience allowed
them to be fully immersed in the life and culture of Northern Germany while also
making new friends with not only their hosts, but also students from our other
partner schools in Spain, Italy and Romania.
At school on Monday, students presented their photos, illustrating their own
identity and diversity and worked together in mixed-nationality groups to share
their findings and compare them. Students were provided with input from
Fördegymnasium’s Head of History, who highlighted Flensburg‘s unique history as a
town near the Danish border, and so encouraged the students to experience the co-operation between the
Danish minority and Germans in Flensburg, which enriched their understanding of the role minorities play in
society. They also designed suitable logos for the project as a whole, again in international groups.
On the trip to Aarhus, Denmark (Tuesday) the students got a
first-hand look at life and culture in Germany‘s neighbouring
country. At the Moesgaard Museum, they learned about various
cultures from the past in guided tours about the bog people, the
Vikings and the Middle Ages. On the excursion to Lübeck
(Wednesday) they were given a guided tour of the medieval city,
and visited the Hansemuseum to learn more about the history of
trade and international co-operation across Europe.
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Dear Parents/Carers and Students
Seasons Greetings and a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Where does the time go? I am trying to work out this question as the Christmas holidays are hurtling towards me
and yet I have so much to get done before we close the doors on Wednesday. I am still writing my cards, I do have
the holly and the tree and I am still shopping for the presents for my family. Not all of us are so lucky to have
these luxuries or families or places to gather and I do think that we need to sit back and ‘count our blessings’ and
ponder on what it is we really need.
I do know that our students are really concerned about Climate Change, at a recent School Council meeting this
was high on their agenda - should it be on ours?
They are also concerned about poverty, the rights of the individual and being safe - are they too, things we should
consider?
Stress, their Mental Health and ours is always on the agenda here and we should all be ensuring that we are
mentally healthy - but how?
I so love working with our young people, they are so challenging and really do provoke a great deal of ‘thinking’ –
we can’t always have the answers but we certainly do have lots of questions and are constantly trying to unknot
life.
We are delighted with our success this year, academically we were in the top 10% of all schools across the country,
this is great, not only for the local community but for the life chances this gives to our students. They now have
the ‘key’ to the door and who knows what they will find when they open it?
I am also most proud of our students on another level, I am proud of them as young people - they are genuinely a
really caring lot. They are amazingly polite, most interesting and share so much of their lives with us. I often get
visited for chats and biscuits by the older students and I think the younger ones are genuinely amazed that I am
not horrible - well not on Fridays! They are open about their world that they live in and the trials and tribulations
they encounter - they do though have a real sense of positivity and joy and on the whole a real understanding of
who and what they are. I do believe that this transition from child to adult is scary and confusing and it is the job
of us all to listen, guide, listen some more and watch as they make their journey (we should also be happy to pick
them up when needed).
So I suppose this Christmas we should ban all phones - Oh No! Switch off the telly and just talk……
Wow a new concept of just talking and also listening, your kids have a lot to say and are very funny, witty and
charming too - so enjoy them this Christmas. I intend to do that myself - my kids are adults and still enjoy my
company! My mum and dad are at an age where time spent with them is a bonus – although they are physically fit
and exhausting with all of their adventures. I really do wish you a happy time, stuff and things can make you
happy but how lonely life would be without the people in it
Happy Christmas and a wonderful happy and healthy New Year.
Yours faithfully

Siobhán Lowe
Headteacher
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Tolworth Teacher Gets England Cap in IWFF Women’s Inaugural Match
We are pleased to share the news that our very own Carolyn Kelly, PE teacher for
30 years here and former student, has played for England in the first historic
international match against Wales in Merthyr Tydfil.
Although walking football has been established
for a few years amongst senior men, it is
relatively new for women.
Miss Kelly first tried it less than a year ago and is
hooked! She says:
“It is brilliant for physical, social and mental health
and who knew speedy walking with football skills
could be so good for your cardiovascular fitness!”
The whole experience has been exhilarating. England won 3-1 and
proves you should never give up on your dreams!
What an inspiration to the students that she teaches. We are
extremely proud of her achievements and wish her all the very best
with her international career.

Year 7 News
From the Acting Heads of Year, Miss Pondaven and Mr Garnham
and the Deputy Head of Year, Miss Durcan
Year 7 have had a brilliant term to start off their time at Tolworth Girls’ School. So far this term, students
have transitioned to life in secondary school very well. Lots of friendships have been made and the maturity
they have shown has not gone unnoticed. We have had lots of fun so far this year at the Year 7 Disco and the
Festive Foyer, and have been getting lots of responses for the Bushcraft trip (you still have until 10 January to
get your slips in). We got to experience learning outside of the classroom on the Whole School Curriculum Day,
going on an RS trip to Neasden Temple, and a Geography/Art trip to Kew Gardens.
A huge congratulation needs to go to 7 Opal for having the highest attendance and 7 Topaz for having the
highest ePraise points total out of every form group so far this half term, they are both currently the front
runners to get a special prize from Miss Pondaven and Mr Garnham (however it’s not too late to catch them).
Well done every student in Year 7 for a hugely successful first term, and we wish you a very happy holiday!

Trips and Activities - Year 7
Visit to the Rose Theatre to see The Snow Queen
On Tuesday 17 December, Year 7 Pastoral Team escorted
90 excited students via coach to Kingston’s riverside
theatre, accompanied by Mrs Marillat, Mr Crane and
Miss Shave.
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The Rose Theatre in Kingston invited 90 of our students to experience their glittering new adaption of
The Snow Queen. This powerful tale of love, magic and self-realisation, originally written by Hans Christian
Andersen, has been transformed to the stage by Ciaran McConville and local talent from the Rose Youth
Theatre.
For many of our students, watching a live theatre performance with a professional cast remains a real treat.
Attending a Christmas production at our local theatre has become quite a tradition, as we benefit from RBK’s
free tickets for schools.
The Snow Queen is at the Rose Theatre, Kingston until Sunday 5 January 2020. It is highly recommended for a
family treat.

BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir
“On 13 and 14 November, Year 7 went to visit the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir, which is a Hindu temple
in Neasden, London. We visited them as part of our Religious Studies curriculum. When we arrived there,
we saw the Mandir and for a while we thought we were in another country. It was beautiful! Before we
got to see inside, we had to take our shoes off as part of the Hindu faith. As soon as we got inside, it was
breath-taking because of all the intricate designs that were all hand-carved. One of the staff members
came to greet us and he said we were going to watch a documentary on how the Mandir was first built. We
also had some work booklets that we had to fill out. The documentary told us so much information about
the Mandir. Some of the main facts were that the Mandir took three years to be built (from 1992 to 1995)
and that there were over 1,000 volunteers that helped to build it alongside other skilled workers.
After we watched the documentary, we got to go upstairs to see a traditional ceremony that Hindus take
part in. This included singing and lighting fire which was passed in front of the murtis (images of God).
It was a very unique experience.
We had a small break and then we went back inside to see the Mandir in more detail. All the form groups
split up and went to different areas of the Mandir. My form first went back upstairs to see the carvings on
the pillars. When we looked up, we saw a dome that would light up in many different colours. We then
went to the gift shop and, if we wanted, we could buy something as a souvenir. There were many
different things to choose from.
When we finished at the gift shop, we went to see an exhibition; there was again so much information.
They had a small model of the Mandir itself, the religious symbol of Hinduism and information about it.
We saw many sculptures of the things that a Hindu would believe in. After spending some time there, we
had to go. Everyone enjoyed their time at the Mandir and we really appreciated everything that they did.”
By Sienna Krasniqi - 7 Sapphire
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Art and Geography Curriculum Trip to Kew Gardens
To complement the Year 7 students’ current project ‘Natural Forms’, the whole year group experienced
drawing from direct observation in the tropical and temperate houses at Kew Gardens. They explored the
amazing forms and textures of the plants and got to draw and photograph some fascinating plants and flowers.
These studies are now being used to inform their classwork.
Students were also really interested in ‘The Hive’, an installation that crosses the boundaries between science
and art. Over 17 metres tall, The Hive is a striking installation in the heart of a wildflower meadow that
recreates life inside a beehive. The students could hear at its centre the whirring world of a real beehive at
Kew. One thousand LED lights glow according to the vibrations of bees that live in the Gardens and a musical
symphony responds to the bee’s activity.

Kingston Champions Again!
Eleven teams took part in the Year 7 Borough 5-a-side Football Tournament this season.

‘B’ Team
In the group section, Tolworth Girls’ School ‘B’ Team achieved victories against Chessington’s ‘A’ and
Surbiton High’s ‘A’ Teams respectively. Captain Sophie and defender Hannah worked hard to stop the
opposition from scoring. In draws against Tiffin and Coombe ‘B’ midfielders, Selvin, Olivia and Jananiey,
battled with superb effort to win back the ball and set up chances for cool striker Bailee.
Tolworth’s ‘B’ Team went on to take 3rd Place after losing in the semi-final but beating Coombe ‘A’ 1-0 in the
3rd/4th Place play off game.

‘A’ Team
Tolworth Girls’ School ‘A’ Team won their pool section with ease, notching up 21 goals in 4 games. Assured
saves in goal and fantastic roll outs from goal keeper Hannah, initiated many attacks and gave the team
confidence. The free scoring midfield of Captain Abigail, Holly and Emma, outwitted opponents with their
skills and used space wisely to enable Thea, player of the tournament, and lethal goal scoring machine, to
express herself and shine. The team’s defensive pair of Maisy and Katie were equally impressive, letting in
only one goal.
After beating their own ‘B’ Team in the semi-final, Tolworth ‘A’ Team controlled the final and became
Kingston Champions with a 3-0 triumph over Coombe ‘B’ Team.
Congratulations to all the Year 7 players on their achievements.
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Many thanks are extended to Mrs Greig for her invaluable assistance with the students and officiating. Patrick
Hegarty, Maddy Pigott, Liam Grubb and Charlotte Robson did an excellent job of refereeing all the matches
and Phoebe Lee, Skye Duffy, Lucy Fielding and Abbie Harris were responsible for scoring and maintaining
efficient organisation of the tournament.

Thank you to Tolworth Recreation centre for helping to set up and ensuring the venue was a safe environment
for all the schools to play in.

Year 8 News
From the Head of Year, Miss Lowe and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Hall
Year 8 have worked hard to make excellent progress this term. This is reflected in all the ePraise points the
students have collected! I am pleased to announce that the top two spots for the school’s tutor groups are
held by 8 Garnet and 8 Jade. In addition to this, some special congratulations should go to Aisha Rafiq,
Aimen Malik, Freya Hunt, Isabella Whelan, Alexandra Nita, Grace Heaffey and Noemi Chorazak who are all in
the top 10 list of students for the most amount of ePraise points – a wonderful achievement.
At Tolworth Girls’ School we also believe in the importance of Tutorial time and a purposeful and dynamic
PSHE programme. This term Year 8 students have been focusing on ‘living in the wider world’. There have
been some thought provoking discussions around what a multi-cultural UK means to us, the experiences of
those arriving in the UK and attitudes towards crime and punishment. Next term the Tutorial programme
provides an opportunity to embark on their careers programme. With GCSE options being selected, it is
important that students have the opportunity to think about how the school curriculum and the choices they
make can have a positive impact on their future careers.
Year 8 have not just performed excellently inside the classroom. The Whole School Curriculum Day offered an
opportunity for Year 8 students to visit the Tower of London. Students loved learning of ‘Traitors Gate’ and
the stories of those who had been imprisoned in the Tower. Organised by the History Department (and
supported by Tutors), all staff commented on the exemplary behaviour of the students.
The Christmas Carol Concert also provided an opportunity to showcase Year 8 talent and reminded us all of this
special time of year. It was wonderful to see the enthusiasm and commitment our students have to being part
of the TGS community.
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Year 9 News
From the Head of Year, Mr Flood and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Clark
Between the half term and Christmas, Year 9 have been continuing with their preparations for selecting their
GCSEs and making the most of opportunities put in front of them. The students had a fantastic Curriculum
Day in November. They learnt how to stay safe on public transport from a visiting TfL speaker, and many girls
picked up bits of advice to make their journeys more pleasant. They also had a talk on drugs and alcohol that
was based on the tragic story of a young man whose life was taken too soon through drug misuse. Two more
sessions included an always-necessary online safety session, and a sex education session. We were delighted
to see the students so engaged and questioning throughout the day, and we would ask that you continue to
support your daughter through the daunting world of responsible use of social media.
In tutorial this half term, alongside our Random Act of Kindness Wonder Week, students have been learning
about healthy friendships and ensuring they are appropriate, including tips on not bowing to peer pressure.
We’ve also been delighted at seeing the amount of Year 9s representing the school at a huge variety of sports
and subjects. A big well done to all involved, in everything from Lego days, to sports matches, Women in
Science events and musical showcases.
It was lovely to see so many of you at Parents’ Evening in November, and I hope the evening was beneficial
and you left feeling proud of your daughter for her efforts in school. Please don’t hesitate to contact your
daughter’s form tutor if you require any additional help in the future.

Year 10 News
From the Head of Year, Ms Das and the
Deputy Heads of Year, Miss Hunt and Mr Crane
As we wrap up the end of this decade, I just want to focus on some of the highlights that our students
experienced this half term.
The whole year group was off normal timetable for our Whole School Curriculum Day in November. They
participated in a range of workshops covering healthy relationships, mindfulness, understanding alcoholism and
practical study skills for revision.
Year 10 iMedia students took part in the British Interactive Multimedia Association (BIMA) Digital Day and our
physicists enjoyed a trip to London to listen to the King’s College Christmas Lecture. We were represented by
three of our eco champions at the Eco Conference at Tiffin Girls’ School – watch this space as Tolworth Girls’
School works to be eco-friendlier in the near future as a result of this.
Drama students enjoyed the magic of ‘War Horse’ on stage and an impressive range of Year 10s continue to
rehearse for the upcoming production of ‘Grease’ in collaboration with Southborough High School – please do
get your tickets at the earliest as this will be a sell-out show!
Continuing in the World Class Schools tradition, Year 10 students were invited to compete and subsequently
attend the World Class Schools Essay Awards at Cambridge University.
With Christmas upon us, we celebrate this special time of the year in style – Christmas Jumper Day in aid of
‘Save the Children’, the PFA’s Festive Foyer fundraising for TGS, our amazing Christmas Carol Concert, the
Inter-house Christmas Quiz final, Christmas lunch at the Windmill and of course that indescribably brilliant and
funny pantomime on the last day of term.
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My thanks to all of my colleagues and the Year 10 students for their hard work this half term – you are
inspirational.
Wishing you and your families a relaxing Christmas and all the very best for 2020.

Trips and Activities - Year 10
King’s College London Christmas Lectures
On Tuesday 3 December, twenty-one enthusiastic Year 10 students
attended King’s College London for a series of Christmas Lectures.
The students heard about developments in medicine and neuroscience
as well as enjoying a hot chocolate during the break. Taking place in
the Great Hall at King’s College the students heard from seven
different lecturers across all branches of science. Designed to relate
to the festive season, the lectures were given a Christmassy twist and
students heard the reasoning behind why Santa must use Quantum
tunnelling in order to deliver all presents in such a narrow time
frame. A Maths specialist lecturer helped to explain how all board
games could be won during the festive season and the time in the
Great Hall finished with a Biology specialist comparing the wrapping of presents to the cell membrane.
After the lectures, the students were given a guided tour of the university by two current students and
informed all about university life. Students had the opportunity to visit lecture halls, see where students relax
and meet and also the newly purchased ‘sleeping domes’ that allow students to nap in peace in the canteen!
The students proved themselves to be an asset to the school.

GCSE and A Level Drama Trip
This half term, Year 10 and Year 13 Drama students travelled to the Troubadour Theatre in Wembley Park to
see the entertainment phenomenon that is ‘War Horse’. Based on the beloved novel by Michael Morpurgo and
adapted by Nick Stafford this nationally acclaimed production tells the story of a young lad called Albert and
his beloved horse, Joey. At the outbreak of World War 1, Albert and Joey are parted when his father sells the
horse to the British cavalry. Against the back drop of the great war, Joey begins an odyssey full of danger, joy
and sorrow, transforming everyone he meets on his journey. However, Albert, unable to forget about his
equine friend, searches the battlefields of France in hope to find Joey and bring him home.
The students and staff who attended were mesmerised at the talent of the actors, the astounding scenery and
props but most of all the puppetry which was intricately presented, transforming the audience into a realm
they were not expecting when they first sat down in their seats. Quotes from students consisted of “totally
mesmerising” and “that was one of the most moving performances I have ever seen” suggests that the trip
was a total success.
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Year 11 News
From the Head of Year, Mrs Chiddy-Gosling and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Fabregas
Year 11 have been hard at work prepping for mock exams this half term, and will now have completed them I'm sure they are all looking forward to a relaxing Christmas break now. The group really enjoyed their
Clubbercise session overall and we hope it left them energised ahead of sitting their exams.
The year group have also been continuing to build on their prom fundraising and we are making great progress
towards our end goal - ultimately, the more the year group raise, the cheaper their prom tickets will be, so
there has been lots of effort from the year group.
We are looking forward to getting started on our Year Book and Leavers' Video in the new year, as well as using
the mock results to focus even more in the run up to 'the real thing'.
Wishing everyone a happy and restful holiday.

Trips and Activities - Year 11
Year 11 Spanish Exchange Trip to Madrid
“On 15 October 2019, ten students in Year 11 had
the amazing opportunity to spend the week in
Madrid, hosted by their Spanish Exchange
students.

During the five days we went to some beautiful places in Madrid, such as Segovia, Plaza Mayor, Palacio Real
and Bernabéu Stadium. We tried many Spanish foods, such as churros con chocolate, paella and calamari
sandwiches. We became very close to our Spanish Exchange students and made great friends that we hope
to see in the future. We loved this trip and would recommend anyone to go!”
By Grace And Tiana - 11 Pearl

Year 11 Enjoy Clubbercise
Year 11 enjoyed a Clubbercise session on Tuesday 3 December, as both a reward
for all of their hard work in the lead up to mock exams, and putting wellbeing in
practise. Many of our students have expressed feelings of stress linked to
achievement and have been completing long hours of revision, so an hour of
physical, fun exercise was just what lots of them needed for a mental break ahead
of starting their exams.
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We wish them all the best of luck!

Year 11 Trip to Royal Observatory Greenwich
On Friday 6 December, 30 Year 11 students visited The Royal Observatory Greenwich for a masterclass and
workshop focusing on the aspects covered in the topic of Space Physics. Situated on a hill top in Greenwich,
the Observatory is a fine establishment with views overlooking London. Students began the day, organised by
the resident astronomer, by working on the expansion of the universe and used real data provided by the
Observatory to conclude that the Universe is indeed expanding and at a great rate! After a self-guided tour of
the Observatory, taking in the photos of the astronomer of the year competition, plus attempting to launch
their own probe into space, the students then had an interactive lecture provided by an astronomer focusing
on stellar evolution. This was tailored perfectly to the GCSE syllabus, helping enormously with revision for the
summer exams.
The day ended with a planetarium showing, featuring a tour round the solar system. This proved to be the
highlight of the day, closely followed by the enormous helping of whipped cream served with the cafeteria hot
chocolate. All students were polite, well behaved and an asset to the school.

Science Department - Whole School Curriculum Day
During the Whole School Curriculum Day on Wednesday 13 November, Year 11 worked extremely hard in the
Science Department, getting up to speed with a series of required practicals they need for their GCSE exams.
They spent the morning with Science teachers practising these experiments and getting advice on how to
tackle the challenging application questions that come up in the exams. All students and their teachers
worked incredibly hard and, although exhausted, found the sessions invaluable.
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As a treat in the afternoon, we were lucky
enough to have a visit from Lindsey Cole, who
some of you may have read about in the news
earlier on in the year as the Urban Mermaid
who swam the length of the Thames in a
mermaid suit to raise awareness of plastic
pollution in our rivers and oceans. Lindsey
gave an incredibly inspiring talk about how she
has overcome difficult challenges in her life by
channelling her time and efforts into helping
others and going on adventures. One
particularly interesting adventure was a three
month hike along Western Australian's rabbit
proof fence, tracing the footsteps of three
young aboriginal girls that were separated
from their parents in the 1930s.
The students left the day full of Scientific knowledge and motivation for the tough few months ahead of
them. As always, the Science Department wish them the very best of luck in the upcoming mock exams.
If students are looking for additional practice, https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/ is an excellent
resource for all three sciences with a huge database of past paper questions. Additionally, if students need to
see the Required Practicals again, they can watch them on the Malmesbury School youtube channel https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UC-TM-z1-tmX1iK_H4SxVhww.

GCSE Drama
This term the GCSE Drama students took to the stage to perform their original devised performances. Students
were given a stimulus pack which featured material based around World War 1 and from this they had to
respond to the stimuli to come up with ideas for their piece. During the process, students had to undertake
research and work collaboratively to develop their ideas into a final rehearsed product. These performances
were based on a variety of topics and in the style of Bertolt Brecht’s ‘epic theatre’. They were described by
audience members as engaging and highly inventive.
Students work tirelessly towards this project and we are extremely proud of what they have achieved. Well
done to the Year 11 Drama classes.
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Years 12 and 13 News
From the Assistant Director of Sixth Form, Mr Boyce and the
Deputy Head of Year, Mrs Viola
As always in the Sixth Form, students have been exceptionally busy and despite the demands put upon them at
this time of year, they are still managing to remain positive and are aiming for success.
Year 12
Year 12 students are finishing their first term of A Level studies and are proving to be a conscientious group of
individuals who are impressing with their diligence and humour.
As well as their academic endeavours, many have started supporting lower year groups by volunteering to help
out in Key Stage 3 subject areas and are going out to local charities, primary schools and care homes. Some
have offered to support younger students as 'Helpliners' where they will provide a drop-in service for help with
homework and other concerns.
Year 13
Year 13 are in the process of taking their mock exams and it is great to see how they are rising to the
challenges that these present.
Year 13 students are also taking part in the annual Christmas Charity Lunch and will be feasting alongside staff
in what promises to be a delicious and entertaining afternoon for all. Huge thanks to Mrs Grafham as always
and to everyone involved.
As well as this, the vast majority of students have applied or will be applying for university places through
UCAS. It is a remarkably busy and stressful time but it is to their credit that they are managing their time well
and heading towards success.

Trips and Activities - Years 12 and 13
Royal Academy Outreach Life Drawing Workshop
Our Sixth Form Art and Textiles students were treated to a life drawing workshop courtesy of a Jack Petchey
Funding Award. Tutors from the Royal Academy Outreach Programme came to work with the students to
create a range of responses to working from a life model. The students experienced the immediacy of
working from life and these works will now be used to support their art portfolios.
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History and Politics Trip to Washington DC
Tolworth once again travelled to the United States of America over the
Autumn half term for a History and Politics Trip to Washington DC.
The students were full of excitement as several of them embarked on
their first ever long-haul journey, and we touched down on Monday
afternoon in Washington. Straight into a quick walk to see the White
House (and the normal ‘it’s a bit small’ comments), then to a
‘traditional’ American meal of a burger, before an early night in
anticipation of the adventures ahead.
Over the next days, we visited the major political and historical sites
that Washington is renowned for. On the first day, we took a walking
tour around the capital, seeing the major monuments and spent the
afternoon in the African American Museum, which wowed the students
in it’s huge building, with some incredible and deeply moving artefacts
from the slave trade and Black Power movements. We visited the
Museum of American History and the Air and Space Museum over the
course of the week, both proving both interesting and useful to studies
at school.
Outside of the museums, we had a brilliant tour around the Capitol
Building and had the amazing opportunity to witness a lecture in the
Supreme Court, where the students were able to ask questions about
the nature of the American Judicial branch of government. We saw
Arlington American Cemetery, where we witnessed the famous
changing of the guard ceremony. The students also had the chance to
partake in some American culture. We saw the Washington Nationals
victory parade for their first ever World Series victory, dined at the
Hard Rock Café and of course had some opportunity to sample some
American fast-food.
We travelled back to school on the Monday thoroughly exhausted, but
full of knowledge and most importantly some amazing memories.
Mr Flood, Mr Knicz and Miss Munt would like to say a huge thank you to
the students for making it such a wonderful trip, and are happy to say
we will be returning to Washington DC in October 2021.

GCSE and A Level Drama Trip
This half term Year 10 and Year 13 Drama students travelled to the Troubadour Theatre in Wembley Park to
see the entertainment phenomenon that is ‘War Horse’. Please see the full article in the Year 10 section of
this newsletter.
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Events for all Year Groups
Wonder Weeks at Tolworth Girls’ School
Random Acts of Kindness Week:
To celebrate the power of being kind, Tolworth Girls’ School students
participated in Random Acts of Kindness Week. The simple message that
a little act of kindness can go a long way was embraced by students and
staff. A range of activities were planned to engage students and spark
ideas about how we could all be kinder to others, and why this is so
important. Students debated in tutorial sessions about the nature of
modern society, and whether kindness is ‘alive and well’, or perhaps the
world isn’t quite as kind as it should be.
Students have reviewed articles on the subject, and were set the challenge of completing a range of random
acts of kindness in levels bronze, silver and gold. Perhaps the most heart-warming activity was the anonymous
notes of kindness which the students have sent to each other through their form folders. This week really
encompassed TGS values, and was a great display of how thoughtful our students are and their commitment to
make kindness the norm!

Anti-Bullying Week:
Anti–bullying week took place this year between 11 - 15 November. The aim
of this week was to promote the theme 'change starts with us' and instil this
important message in all TGS students. They have the power over their
actions and it is a shared responsibility to ensure that bullying and unkindness
doesn’t occur. Staff encouraged students to think about the impact of their
actions in a number of ways.
During Tutorial, tutors delivered a session around the difference between bullying and ‘banter’. Students
were then encouraged to think about the types of positive behaviours that contribute to a positive school
environment. The assembly theme for this week was ‘Being an Upstander’.
At TGS we encourage students to appropriately challenge their peers on negative behaviours rather than being
a bystander, in this way they are encouraged to stand up to bullying behaviours and report instances
immediately. Finally, students were encouraged to spread some positivity by taking part in 'Friendship Friday'
where all students shared something positive with the person they sat next to in each of their classes - a great
way to end the week!

Failure Week (Encouraging a Growth Mindset):
We all know that the mock exam season can be stressful for students for so many reasons and we must
approach it with a ‘growth mindset’. But what is that exactly? Over the course of the past week
(Monday 9 to Friday 13 December), all year groups have spent time reflecting on the need to open our minds
and accept that ‘failing’ does not need to be negative, instead we acknowledged that it is part of our lives
and, particularly, part of any learning journey. Countless are the examples of successful people who faced
failure at some point in their lives – Oprah Winfrey, Michael Jordan, Steve Jobs, to name a few. These
individuals turned failures and hardships into successful careers.
Through a tutorial discussion on growth mindset and the need to build our resilience, as well as an assembly
introducing the crucial importance of failing, Years 7 to 13 have hopefully embraced the idea that the next
step might end up in a fall, but that they can always get back up and carry on their journey.
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Update on the Chicks
“The chicks have grown up significantly. The four of them used to fit snugly into
their cardboard box home and now I could just fit one if I tried. They are now old
enough to live comfortably with my older chickens and have their own special area
in the coup. They have their own food and water bowls where they can eat safely
away from the other chickens but are now brave enough to eat with the others.
Their names are Diana, Lightning McMean, Sprian and Ibity Dibity Doodle (long for
Ibby) and they have been quite mischievous ever since we got them. They have on
many occasions flown their way into our banana plant and started eating it. Drying
laundry has become a hassle as they like to fly onto the drying rack straight after
digging for worms. They stare at my mum through the kitchen window to get her to
give them treats. I have found them trying to eat many plastic things that fly into our garden, and Ibby kept
going to the neighbours to help mow (and by that I mean eat) their lawn. Luckily they are all very cute, so it
is impossible to get mad at them, especially when they like to come over and sleep on my lap.”
Written by Diluxsha - Year 13

Sensational Scientists
Students in both Years 7 and 8 have recently enjoyed the opportunity
to develop and master new evidence-based learning strategy to help
their revision in Science. The students used their creativity and a
cognitive theory called ‘Dual Coding’ to produce a revision resource
for their most recent assessment.
The Sensational Scientists are now looking forward to their next
meeting where they will be considering an appropriate Science
Department pet and how Tolworth Girls’ School can provide a more
enriching experience in Science for our wonderful students.
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Robotics Club
In Robotics Club this year, we took on the challenge of entering the worldwide competition organised by First
Lego League and IET (Institution of Engineering and Technology). This involved us in making an EV3 Mindstorm
Robot and coding it to do numerous tasks, involving interacting with other Lego models and getting it to make
the models do certain things. We will be attending the First Lego League tournament in December to compete
with this program and will also deliver a presentation on making the school more accessible for those who
struggle walking around school, specifically the stairs.

Science of Health and Beauty Club
The ‘Science of Health and Beauty’ Club offered Key Stage 3 students a
great opportunity to become more aware of a more sustainable lifestyle
through creating DIY sustainable toiletries and beauty products. We created
bath bombs and tested which ones will create the most foam and which ones
will have the most fizz. We also created lip balms and learnt about the
powers of coconut oil. The students discovered the benefits of creating
their own deodorants and put their marketing skills to the test by producing
their own packaging for their coffee body scrubs. The students had a great
time creating their own beauty products and learnt more about the products
that they purchase on a regular basis.

ART NEWS - Annual Christmas Card Competition
This year, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 designed Christmas cards based
on a choice of two themes. The first theme was to depict ‘Christmas
at Tolworth Girls’ School’ and the second theme was to represent a
‘Climate-friendly Christmas’ for Ed Davey’s annual Christmas card
competition.
The designs the students produced were creative, imaginative and
demonstrated the excellent skills they possess in design.
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We are delighted to announce that
Lily Neale in 7 Pearl has won Sir Ed Davey’s
Christmas Card Competition this year. Her
design was selected from 100’s of entries
across the Borough. Lily’s design will go
out to hundreds of local businesses,
charities and residents across the
constituency. Mrs Lowe also chose the
winning designs for the Tolworth Girls’
School official Christmas Cards, 2019. We
would like to congratulate all our winners
for all the time and effort in creating such
amazing designs.

Grease is the Word!
Tolworth Girls’ School is collaborating for the second time with Southborough High School on
the iconic 1950’s musical GREASE. With an extremely talented cast of 80 students, this
production is set to be a spectacular one. Rehearsals are now well underway and students
and staff are already enjoying themselves. Come along and experience the friendships,
romances and adventures of a group of high school kids in the 1950s in this all singing and all
dancing musical; you will be tapping your feet if you’re not singing along!
Look out for the sale of tickets which will go live soon. Performances will be on Tuesday 25 February through
to Friday 28 February 2020 at 7.00pm at Tolworth Girls’ School. To keep up to date then follow us on twitter
@ TGSDrama or Instagram @TGSDrama1.

Tolworth Girls’ LGBTQ+ Club
On Friday 29 November, Tolworth Girls’ LGBTQ+ Club had its
first awareness day. We decided to kick off our year by
showing our support for Stonewall’s Rainbow Laces Campaign.
This campaign aims to raise awareness for LGBTQ+ people in
sports and the struggles they face. The main message of this
year’s campaign was the importance of being an ally and a
friend to all people. We would like to thank staff and
students for their support on this day.
The LGBTQ+ Club is spending the coming weeks preparing
some PSHE and assembly sessions relating to Wonder Week.
If any students would like to join, all are welcome, we meet
every Thursday lunchtime of Week One in Room 25.
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Library News

Please congratulate Team TGS Book Munch for
their marvellous performance in the Sport of
Reading at the 2019 Kids’ Lit Quiz UK:

Aimed High (Top Team), Being Brave (Tricky
Questions) and Creating Positivity (Team Tactics) .
Team A achieved 10th Place and Team B was 35th.

Aimen, Elizabeth, Olivia, Hannah, Bethan,
Sophie, Hannah, Zoe, Constance and Clara.

“The Kids’ Lit Quiz was a great experience. The
process of getting on the team was very beneficial as
I gained a lot of knowledge through it. It was really
fun to compete as you got to meet new people from
other schools and share your knowledge with each
other. It was really exciting to meet lots of authors.
I was really surprised to see that we came tenth and
beat some grammar schools as well as private
schools. Nerve..wracking….” - Aimen in Year 8

They prepared so hard for this annual literary
competition which was held in the Great Hall of
King’s College Wimbledon, where they were up
against 45 other teams from South London.

“At first I was a bit worried, it was quite intimidating

to see the other teams that were taking part. Some
of the questions asked were a bit difficult. We didn't
win but we did come in the top ten which was great.
I really enjoyed taking part.” – Sophie in Year 7
The Sport of Reading is akin to Dragon training?
Mrs Marillat with Children’s Laureate, Cressida Cowell,
best known for her ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ series.
Our School Librarian is National Coordinator for KLQ.
She officiated at the UK Final, together with Cressida
and Quiz Master Wayne Mills NZ. Keswick School won
and will head to New Zealand in 2020.

https://www.kidslitquiz.com/home.php
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PFA News
A wonderful time was had by all during our Festive Foyer event on
Friday 6 December. We had a variety of outside stall holders, as
well as PFA crafts and food on sale. Prior to this, we had a
successful Mufti Day for students and staff, with donations towards
the fair. We also had a very popular online auction with some
amazing donations from parents and the local community. Our
final Christmas event was the Carol Concert, where we served
mulled wine, mince pies and had a raffle.
The hard work this term has raised us an amazing £3,729. Thank
you to everyone who has volunteered time, helped in setting up
and who purchased from our stalls on the day. You are all
amazing! This money is going straight back into our school to pay
for sound and lighting equipment in the new Theatre.
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Tolworth Girls’ School, Parents and Friends Association.

Important Reminder from the First Aider
Parents are reminded to inform the school if there are changes to the following:
 Emergency contact details.
 Medical conditions that can emerge as students mature.
 Changes to medication.
 We request that all parents whose child suffers from Severe Asthma or Severe Allergies provide the school

with a named up-to-date Inhaler or Epipen.
 If the medicine becomes out of date, you will be informed and you must replace the medicine

immediately; we as a school will take no responsibility if you fail to provide a replacement.

ParentPay Reminder
Please can we remind Parents/Carers to use ParentPay or PayPoint if you do not have a computer to pay for
trips or other items the school requests money for.
We will continue to send out activation letters to those who send in cash or cheques. Paying by ParentPay
is a much more secure way of paying, also it is very convenient for parents who can pay at any time.
We thank you for your cooperation.
The Finance Team
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Students Contact Details
Please can parents inform the school immediately of any changes in your daughter’s/son’s contact details.
These are very important and must be kept up to date in case of student illness or a school emergency.

Health and Safety reminder from the Science Department
All students in the laboratory must wear safety goggles. This includes when a student across the lab is still
working on their practical task and you have finished your experiment for the day. This simple precaution
can eliminate the danger of eye injury caused by you or your neighbour spattering chemicals or breaking
glass. Another important protection for your eyes is to avoid rubbing your fingers in or near your eyes.
Chemicals can easily be transferred from your hands to your eyes in this way.
All students are required to wear a lab coat at all times when anyone is working with chemicals
in the lab. A lab coat is more than a uniform identifying you as a scientist; it affords you some
protection from spills of hot or corrosive materials as well as protecting your school uniform.

Have you any items of unwanted or outgrown TGS PE kits?
Should there be any unwanted items of PE kit which are now redundant please could you bring them into
Reception, marked for the attention of the PE department. They will be met with open arms! Unwanted
kit is always in great demand and used to support those who have lost or forgotten their kit for lessons, so
that students can still be taught and integrated.
If your daughter is in Year 11 and will sadly be leaving Tolworth Girls’ School, we would be more than
happy to receive her kit! Track bottoms, t-shirts, trainers and yellow socks would be very welcome and put
to good use. Thank you.
PE Department

Childcare - AfC Childminder Agency, Leap Ahead
The AfC Childminder Agency, Leap Ahead is registered and inspected by Ofsted. Childminders can choose
to join the Agency and be registered and inspected by Leap Ahead rather than Ofsted. In addition to
registration, those who join our agency will receive individual support and guidance, meetings, training
and an annual graded visit. The childminder’s report is published on the website where parents can search
for childminders in their area. http://www.leapahead.org.uk/

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online you could be raising a free donation for Tolworth Girls’
School?
There are nearly 3,000 retailers on board ready to make a donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva,
and Sainsbury's - it doesn't cost you a penny extra!
It's really simple, all you have to do is:
1. Join - Head to Tolworth Girls’ School PFA – Surbiton (TGS PFA) and sign up for free.
2. Shop - Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising.org.uk first, pick the retailer you want and
start shopping.
3. Raise - After you've checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no extra
cost whatsoever!
There are no catches or hidden charges and Tolworth Girls’ School will be really grateful for your donations.
Thank you for your support.
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SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES FOR 2019-2020
KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM 2020
Year 11 and Year 13 Mock Exams Results Day

Friday 17 January 2020

Year 13 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 28 January 2020 (3.45pm - 6.45pm)

Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 4 February 2020 (3.45pm - 6.45pm)

Whole School Curriculum Day

Friday 7 February 2020

Year 8 and Year 9 Options Evening

Tuesday 11 February 2020 (6.00-7.45pm)

PFA Mufti Day

Friday 14 February 2020

Year 13 Mock Exams

Monday 24 February - Friday 28 February 2020

Performance of the School Production of ‘Grease’

Tuesday 25 February 2020
Wednesday 26 February 2020
Thursday 27 February 2020
Friday 28 February 2020

Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 3 March 2020 (3.45 - 6.45pm)

Mufti Day for Whole School World Book Day

Thursday 5 March 2020

Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 10 March 2020 (3.45 - 6.45pm)

Year 12 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 24 March 2020 (3.45 - 6.45pm)

PFA Easter Extravaganza

Friday 27 March 2020

Prize Giving - The King’s Centre, Chessington

Wednesday 1 April 2020 (7.30pm)

(7.00pm)
(7.00pm)
(7.00pm)
(7.00pm)

SPRING TERM 2020
Monday 6 January - Friday 3 April 2020
Students Return

Monday 6 January 2020

Early Closure for Students - Staff Training

Wednesday 12 February 2020 (1.45pm)

Early Closure

Friday 14 February 2020 (1.45pm)

HALF TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 17 February - Friday 21 February 2020

Students Return

Monday 24 February 2020

Early Closure for Students - Staff Training

Wednesday 25 March 2020 (1.45pm)

Early Closure for Students - Prize Giving

Wednesday 1 April (1.45pm)

Last Day of Term for Students - Early Closure

Thursday 2 April 2020 (1.45pm)

INSET DAY - School Closed for Staff Training

Friday 3 April 2020
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SUMMER TERM 2020
Monday 20 April - Thursday 16 July 2020
Students Return

Monday 20 April 2020

Early Closure for Students - Staff Training

Friday 24 April 2020 (1.45pm)

BANK HOLIDAY

Friday 8 May 2020

Early Closure

Friday 22 May 2020 (1.45pm)

HALF TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 25 May - Friday 29 May 2020

Students Return

Monday 1 June 2020

INSET DAY - School Closed for Staff Training

Monday 6 July

Last Day of Term - Early Closure

Thursday 16 July 2020 (Approximately 12.00 noon)
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