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A

Exam Celebrations - August 2019
A Level Results
We are absolutely delighted with the outstanding
achievement of our A Level students again this year. Our
students greatly outperformed their target grades, with a
99.6% pass rate; 21% of all students achieving A* or A grades
and 53% achieving a grade A* to B.
The results clearly reflect the outstanding teaching and the
supportive ethos of our school. As a comprehensive Sixth
Form we provide an opportunity for all students, helping
them to achieve their ambitions. We are delighted to be
able to maintain our broad subject offer, including offering
Extended Project Qualification to all.
This year, we have students continuing to access places and
progress to a wide-range of opportunities, including
outstanding university courses at some of the best
educational institutions in the country. None of this would
be possible without the education and support of our
inspirational staff, who have worked tirelessly to prepare
our students, not only for these exams, but also their future
studies and careers.
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Dear Parents/Carers and Students
Thank you so much for your ongoing support with the major issues of the school day:







Uniform
Makeup
Mobile phones
Attendance
Punctuality
Excellent behaviour

I am so pleased to see so many of our students meeting our high expectations, unfortunately those that do
not, although few in number, are much easier to see. I do appreciate that the uniform can be another
expense so if you need any support with this, please let us know and we will help out if we can. Attendance
and punctuality are excellent and the majority of our students are extraordinarily well behaved and
incredibly proud of their school.
This pride was evidenced in our recent Open Evening for Year 6, nearly all of Years 13, 12 , 11, 10 and
Year 9 came to escort parents and Year 6 students on tours of the school. The survey completed by parents
said that the ‘best bit’ was the tour guides.
‘Terrific school’
‘The girls that showed us around were great, the school is lovely’
‘Our tour guides were excellent, friendly polite and informative’
‘Our tour guides were amazing’
‘A credit to the school’
‘One future pupil is already signed up’
Our senior students were amazing as were our Years 8 and 7 who gave up their evening to be subject
representatives in the classroom; they were described as interested and passionate about their school.
This half term, as you will see, has been incredibly busy with a great number of visits and activities taking
place. One of the most important areas of focus for us were the GCSE and A Level results, what we had
done well and what we needed to improve on. We work very closely with our School Improvement Partner
(SIP) to identify our strengths and our challenges, we do not want to become complacent, we want the very
best for all students. The results were ‘outstanding’, placing us in the top 10% of ALL schools across the
country at both GCSE and A Level. The progress made by all students was outstanding and the SIP described
our school as exceptional. We will ‘take that’ but this must be sustained, so a number of key curriculum
changes may be needed, as well as a focus on Maths teaching across the school. We will obviously be
working with you as we work on these throughout the year.
The other key focus for us is the Wellbeing of all of our students and staff, so we have been looking at our
non-academic curriculum and all of our pastoral support programme as well. Year 7 are now engaged on
their ABC programme with Year 10 focussing on their mental health and wellbeing.
We are really proud to be involved with the South West London NHS initiative working with children and
young people across Kingston on Wellbeing and positive mental health. We are the lead school working with
over 8,000 children and teenagers in a variety of schools. The aim is to develop resilience amongst our
group so that we are all aware of mental health and develop strategies to live fulfilling lives. I am aware
that a number of you have been attending the information events that we have had at school. We have a
Mental Health lead in school as well as a great number of initiatives, including our support dogs, Luna and
Blue - I often snatch a hug when ‘the going gets tough’.
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The financial situation is still a concern; we are still waiting for some additional monies that we were
promised and the proposed increase will still not meet the increasing demands on our income. Please can
you support us by paying our school fund and supporting the PFA in all that they are aiming to do this year.
Please enjoy the newsletter, our staff work so hard to provide so many experiences for our students and we
are so lucky to be working with such ‘friendly, polite and informative’ young people.
As always, thank you for your support and please do contact me if you have any concerns:
contacthehead@tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk
Yours faithfully

Siobhán Lowe
Headteacher

Record Breaking GCSE Results from Tolworth
Following our outstanding A Level results, we were pleased that we were also able to celebrate record
breaking GCSE results. Our Year 11 students have been a fantastic group of young people, they are ambitious,
hardworking and determined to succeed. Educational reforms have meant that the new GCSEs are definitely
more challenging, but our students have embraced this, achieving excellent results in all subjects.
We not only met our targets but in almost all cases exceeded them, over 26% of all grades awarded were at 7-9
and 63% were above a 5. Exceptional results were achieved in English, the Sciences, Religious Studies, the
EBacc subjects and our Creative and Practical subjects.
We are delighted with the outcomes for all of our students and the significant progress (record breaking) that
they have made whilst studying here at Tolworth Girls’ School.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has made this success possible, obviously the
students themselves, but also the teachers who have prepared them and all parents and carers whose support
throughout the exams has been vital.
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Year 7 News
From the Acting Heads of Year, Miss Pondaven and Mr Garnham
and the Deputy Head of Year, Miss Durcan
Year 7 have had a fantastic start to the year. So far this half term, students have transitioned to life in
secondary school very well. Lots of friendships have been made and the maturity they have shown has not
gone unnoticed. A very enjoyable disco was had on Friday 11 October, with some questionable dance moves
being displayed by Year 7 tutors.
A huge congratulation needs to go to 7 Opal for having the highest attendance and 7 Topaz for having the
highest ePraise points total out of every form group so far this half term. They are both currently the front
runners to get a special prize from us (however it’s not too late to catch them).
Congratulations also need to go out the following students who will be form captains in Year 7:
Emilia Coles (7 Amethyst), Bethan Akhurst (7 Emerald), Imogen Nash (7 Garnet), Pritty Karikalan (7 Jade),
Constance Argence-Lafon (7O), Amelia Thirapathi-Appadu (7P), Simreen Kaur Gulati (7S) and Emma Lelliott
(7 Topaz).
Please see the ‘Events for All Year Groups’ section of this newsletter for other events that Year 7 have been
involved in this half term.

Year 8 News
From the Head of Year, Miss Lowe and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Hall
The start to Year 8 and the new school year has been an excellent one. As Year 8’s new Head of Year, I am
delighted to take over a year group which has so many enthusiastic, happy, focused and resilient students.
September has brought the opportunity for students to be kept busy both in and out the classroom. Take Your
Daughter to Work Day was an excellent opportunity for students to step outside the classroom and into the
working world.
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In tutor time, tutors were told countless stories of students being inspired by their places of work, which ranged
from offices to court rooms, classrooms and even Heathrow. The experience will hopefully inspire the students
to work hard, as they aspire to reach their potential in the working world. A big thank you to anyone who was
able to support us in making the day a success this year.
Students have also shown leadership when deciding on their whole year group charity. Each form had an
opportunity to nominate a charity and this was put forward in our year group assembly. Our charity
representatives did an excellent job at presenting to the year group as to why their forms nominated charity
should be chosen. After going to the ballot box, I can confirm that the winning charity is ‘Make a Wish’.
Year 8 will now be working in form groups of two to hold a charity event each half term. I look forward to
seeing all their hard work pay off when we send off our cheque to the charity at the end of the year.
Students have also been thinking about how they would like to uphold our ethos of ‘Aim High, Be Brave and
Create Positivity.’ Each form created their own ‘ABC agreement’ which lists the way they can achieve these
attributes. This ranges from smiling at new students, putting their hand up in class, trying out a new club/
activity and attempting the challenge tasks in class. Finally, Year 8s have been excellent ambassadors and
created positivity by welcoming the new Year 7s to Tolworth Girls’ School. Year 8s were prompted to ask
Year 7 students a number of questions about settling in and to act as a friendly face and this has certainly been
achieved. The buddy system will run throughout the year, with students meeting every half term. I am really
proud of the Year 8 students and look forward to the success that the rest of the year will bring.
Please see the ‘Events for All Year Groups’ section of this newsletter for other events that Year 8 have been
involved in this half term.

Trips and Activities - Year 8
BBC London Live - STEM Girls’ Club
On Sunday 6 October, six Year 8 students had the
amazing opportunity of appearing on the BBC 1’s
Sunday Morning Live show – a topical discussion
show presented by Sean Fletcher and Ria Hebden.
The show was to tie in with Ada Lovelace Day on
Tuesday 8 October and celebrate the amazing contribution women have
made to science. The students worked alongside two scientists from the
Royal Institution to demonstrate some exciting whizz bang experiments
and discuss their reasons for attending STEM Girls’ Club and what they
love about Science.
The girls had the opportunity to see inside the BBC building and see
what filming a live show entails, as well as getting to meet
Ria Hebden and Sean Fletcher, the presenters of the show. The
girls were an asset to their school; they were very nervous,
however, they all performed their experiments with the highest
skill and impressed us all.
You are able to watch the episode on BBC iPlayer up until
Thursday 7 November - search BBC Sunday Morning Live episode 16;
and the girls feature about 40 minutes into the show.
If your daughter is interested in joining STEM Girls’ Club, it will
running in the Spring term, so please sign up in January on ePraise.
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Year 9 News
From the Head of Year, Mr Flood and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Clark
Year 9 have had a busy start to the new academic year, and it has been a pleasure to see so many students
determined to be prepared for picking their options towards the start of 2020. Students will need to start
thinking about and researching what is best for them and their futures before they make the final decisions for
their GCSE choices next term. The tutor team will also be focusing on this in upcoming tutorial sessions to
ensure students are fully prepared.
Over the first few weeks of term, Year 9 have been kept suitably busy, both academically and outside of the
classroom. All students were involved in the Army Day, where they were put through their paces by the British
Army in a series of demanding command tasks. They were also treated to a presentation about Army careers,
and I know that this has further motivated many of them. Well done to all the girls for rising so fantastically
to the challenges put in front of them!
Next half term will be equally as busy. We have our Parents’ Evening on Tuesday 12 November and I
encourage you all to attend. The discussions you have with your daughter’s subject teachers can contribute
greatly to helping your daughter make her choices for what to study as a GCSE. In addition, we have our
Pastoral Curriculum Day on Wednesday 13 November, where the students will be learning about looking after
themselves in the 21st Century.
Finally, it was a real privilege to see so many Year 9s enthusiastically show prospective parents around the
school on Open Evening recently. Their enthusiasm and positivity was widely reported by staff and parents
alike, and they have all done themselves proud. Well done girls!
Please see the ‘Events for All Year Groups’ section of this newsletter for other events that Year 9 have been
involved in this half term.

Year 10 News
From the Head of Year, Ms Das and the
Deputy Heads of Year, Miss Hunt and Mr Crane
The Year 10s returned to us in September, focussed and determined to progress through their GCSE courses.
We also welcomed a few new students to our school community.
Thank you to parents and carers who were able to meet with your daughter’s Year 10 tutor at the beginning of
the term. I hope that you found the meetings useful and informative.
Alongside the academic expectations of the GCSE courses, Year 10s have had a busy half term. They attended
a thought-provoking presentation on positive mental health. Some Year 10s attended an event at Hampton
Boys’ School on Genocide Awareness, others attended a presentation on hate crime prevention at
Southborough High School.
Congratulations to Sarah, 10 Sapphire, for winning our National Poetry Day competition for Year 10. Iris,
10 Garnet, competed at the Borough Cross Country competition and Mya, 10 Jade, qualified as an assessor for
World Class Schools following a gruelling day at UTC, Reading.
Our Spanish linguists enjoyed an exchange trip to Madrid, a great way to immerse themselves in the language
and culture of Spain.
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The last couple of weeks have been Assessment Fortnight for Year 10s and I am impressed by how hard
students have been preparing and revising for their various subjects. On Friday 25 October, 156 Year 10
students were invited to participate in a Key Stage 3 Graduation Ceremony following their hard work in the
Spring and Summer terms of Year 9. We celebrated in time honoured fashion with pizza and cake and tutor
nominated awards.
Tolworth Girls’ School’s next joint musical production is ‘Grease’ later in the academic year. I’m blown away
by how many talented Year 10s auditioned for this and I look forward to many of them on stage.
Next half term looks jam packed with events, activities, assemblies and presentations. We have a Whole
School Curriculum Day on Wednesday 13 November for Year 10 with a focus on different topics that students
are covering in tutorial time, ranging from Mindfulness to promoting positive physical health.
Wishing you and your families a restful half term break.
Please see the ‘Events for All Year Groups’ section of this newsletter for other events that Year 10 have been
involved in this half term.

Trips and Activities - Year 10
Genocide Awareness Day at Hampton School
“Several students from Tolworth Girls’ School went to Hampton School to study
and revisit moments in history. Genocide Awareness Day was an interactive and
educational day, enabling us to meet new people from different schools across the
Borough. Similarly, we were able to listen to three brave Genocide Survivors who
talked about their experiences and obstacles they faced during this horrific time.
Zigi Shipper, a Holocaust Survivor, spoke about the issues he faced and overcame over the duration of the
Holocaust. He was just ten years old when all of this happened! It is incredible to think of the hardships he
faced at such a young age, from the horrors of Lodz Ghetto, to the deportations, to Auschwitz and then the
death marches. I feel honoured to have met such an inspirational man. However, one thing that he
remembers really touched me - ‘84303’- the number that changed his life for the worst. He explained in
depth and told us all that ‘You must never hate’ which is something that every one of us can appreciate and
take some time to think about this.
Kemal, who grew up in a Muslim community in Bosnia, was our second speaker. His pastimes during this
tragic trail of events meant that he was segregated from his family at such a young age. Political groups had
brought trouble to his peaceful village but has made him the person he is today.
Sophie had watched in horror and confusion when her dad and brother were killed right in front of her during
the Rwandan genocide in 1995. She remembers ‘hiding behind a bush’ but was never sure if she would make
it out alive. She had also expanded on her views and taught us that we are so lucky to have our friends and
family who are our loved ones.
We then were allocated into different workshops. We had a choice of Poetry, Animation, Exhibition, Art and
Journalism. We played different games and discussed the meanings of Genocide and how we may react to
this idea. Subsequently, we wrote about one of three survivors and presented these to the other students on
our groups. After this, some of us asked some questions and during the lectures, answered a series of
questions and a table to develop our understanding to share with our friends at school.
On behalf of all of us, we would like to thank Mr Cunningham for organising this trip and enabling us to
discover the events of the past and for letting us meet those amazing people who experienced Genocide so
we don’t have to.”
By Jaimeeka Patel - 10 Topaz
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Year 11 News
From the Head of Year, Mrs Chiddy-Gosling and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Fabregas
GCSE preparation is fully underway in Year 11, and while our students are hard at work ahead of their mock
exams in December, they are also focused on the other major event of the year: Prom. Tutor groups have
already been planning to involve staff and students from across the school in car washes, cake sales, karaoke
and benchball, so we look forward to taking part and enjoying all that they come up with. Prefects assisted
with our first fundraising event, the Clothes Drive, kick-starting our timetable of events.
The year group have returned in good spirits and determined to do well this year - we know that they are a
really conscientious cohort and will be ensuring that they are supported every step of the way this year. One
way we are doing this is the incentive of early hoodies - students must complete 2 out of 4 targets as part of a
'passport' in order to receive their hoody early (in January rather than April), including 95% attendance, ATL of
70 in their November reports, fewer than 5 late/uniform detentions and attending after school clubs and
clinics. We're sure that these are achievable for almost all of our students and look forward to seeing them in
their hoodies in the new year.
It was great to see so many familiar faces at our Sixth Form Open Evening on Tuesday 22 October, ready to
apply! The success of the Sixth Form last year in achieving 100% A-E reaching the top 10% of schools in the
country for achieving above predicted grades, as well as the fact that our students know us and the school so
well, means that we are a great choice for any Year 11s continuing their studies with A Levels.
Please see the ‘Events for All Year Groups’ section of this newsletter for other events that Year 11 have been
involved in this half term.

Trips and Activities - Year 11
Year 11 Geography Fieldwork Trip
“On Monday 7, Tuesday 8 and Friday 11 October, Year 11 students, as part of their
GCSE fieldwork, went on a trip to the London Docklands. We were given a booklet
to complete during the trip, where we drew sketches and filled in information
about the Docklands.
We started off the trip by going to the Museum of London Docklands. This was an
interesting experience as students could see practically what the Docklands were
like and what it was like to work at the docks. We also got the chance to watch a
video whilst we were at the Museum. This showed the history of the Docklands
and we found out that the Docklands was the busiest port in the world, handling
cargoes of bananas, tobacco, spices and sugar.
We then went to Canada Square and drew a field sketch of the surroundings. After this we got the
opportunity to ask the public questions about their views of living and working in the area. We found out
that they liked the transportation, a good salary and the cleanliness in Canary Wharf. They, however, didn’t
like the expensive living costs of the area.
Afterwards, we went to the DLR station and made our way to Cubbit Town which was a short distance from
Canary Wharf. This area was much less built up with more residential land use. We carried out our public
questionnaire outside Asda where we found out that people living there enjoyed having good transport links
however, they disliked the high crime rate.
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Finally, for our last destination we went to the Millwall Docks. This was a short walk from Cubbit Town but a
very different environment. We stopped by the river to draw our field sketches which showed a mixture of
flats and offices. We carried out our questionnaire outside of an office block. The feedback was very similar
to what we received from our last destination. The people liked the fact that there were lots of shops but
didn’t like the high amount of litter.”
By Lauren Cain and Orla Dooley - 11 Sapphire

Years 12 and 13 News
From the Assistant Director of Sixth Form, Mr Boyce and the
Deputy Head of Year, Mrs Viola
This has been an exciting new start for both Year 12 and Year 13. Our numbers have grown considerably and it
has been great to see so many new faces making excellent use of our fabulous facilities. We have been
impressed by students who chose to come up to us from Year 11 but also by those from other schools who made
the brave but correct choice to join us. They have now begun their two year A Level and BTEC courses and, so
far, the feedback from teachers is that the vast majority have made a superb start.
Year 12 began the year by spending a day team building with the Army and, by all accounts, they did
superbly. The team running the course were impressed by their commitment and willingness to try new
things. This willingness to accept and rise to new challenges has also been reflected in the way they have
engaged with the wide range of challenging subjects they have chosen.
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Year 13 have also made a positive start to their final year of secondary education. Students are currently
completing UCAS applications or making plans for their future direction. We have a superb Year 13 tutor team
who are doing their very best to deliver advice and help and, combined with Mrs Hewitt's expertise, I have no
doubt that our students will make the right choices for their next big adventure.

Trips and Activities - Years 12 and 13
A Level Drama and Theatre
On Thursday 26 September 2019, the A Level Drama and Theatre students took to the stage to perform their
original devised exam performances.
Students focused on the performance styles of Frantic Assembly and Antonin Artaud. They created engaging
and gripping pieces which captivated their audiences leaving them questioning today’s society. Piece one
explored the mind and how we derive to adulthood, focusing on a personality disorder characterised by
persistent antisocial behaviour, impaired empathy and remorse for others, whilst piece two, focused on how
the deadly fire at Grenfell became a political crisis, telling the story from different viewpoints of people in or
around the tower on the night of 14 June 2017. Both pieces were presented with maturity and sensitivity and
we are extremely proud of the products they produced and the performance skills demonstrated on the night.
Well done to all in the Year 13 Drama Class!
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Events for all Year Groups
Parent Workshops
September has been a busy month for the Inclusion Department with parent and staff workshops delivered
around topics of Self-Harm, Eating Disorders and Managing Year 7 Transition. Earlier in September, The Grace
Dear Trust hosted student and parent sessions with mental health advocate, Satveer Niijar. Satveer visited
Tolworth for an entire day and spoke with Year 8 through to Sixth Form about managing mental health and
self-harm. The sessions have since sparked a school-wide dialogue around mental health and self-harm.
Parents were invited to attend an evening session, and the feedback was exceptionally positive with parents
citing how helpful and insightful it had been to discuss an otherwise sensitive topic. Satveer was engaging,
honest, and inspiring in her down-to-earth discussion with the students and parents, and we are incredibly
grateful to have had her visit the school.
Mental Health Campaigner, Hope Virgo, also visited Tolworth Girls’ School in September to share her experience
after having suffered from an eating disorder for a number of years. Staff and parents gained awareness around
supporting students who may be suffering from distorted eating or an eating disorder. The session was open to
schools throughout the Borough and approximately eighty parents attended.

As part of the NHS Mental Health Trailblazer Project, the Emotional Health Service delivered a Managing
Transitions workshop to parents of Year 7 students. The workshop provided parent based information and
strategies to help support their daughter’s transition to secondary school.
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Chill Out Club
This term, the Student Support Workers have been running Chill Out Club for Year 7s and 8s. Every Friday at
lunchtime, students are invited to watch a movie which gives them a chance to relax in a calming space with
mats, pillows and blankets. Recently, we have watched ‘Coco’ and ‘Beauty and The Beast’. Turnout for Chill
Out Club has increased this year, with up to 75 students enjoying the film and space!
Owing to Chill Out Club’s success and student’s voicing the need for
more calm and quiet spaces, the Student Support Workers have
launched a Wednesday Chill Out Club Crafts which is completely
dedicated to art and crafting activities! Chill Out Club Crafts has
also been very popular with the Year 7 and 8 students, as it gives
them a chance to play games, get creative and make new friends!
This year, the students have made school homework planners,
Halloween decorations and decorated cupcakes for firework night.
Next term, they will be getting even more creative as the Christmas
season approaches - making even more decorations and activities to
get into the Christmas spirit!

Mental Health Ambassador Update
The Mental Health Ambassadors, who are an eager group of Year 10 and Year 11 students, work with Student
Support Workers to raise awareness around mental health across the school. They have regular meetings where
they work on projects, events and share ideas, all with the goal of helping their fellow students understand
mental health. This year, they have held a number of successful events including Teacher Karaoke, Lip Sync
Battle, bake sales and they have supported the online campaign called #HelloYellow. The ambassadors have
worked hard to raise money for local and large-scale charities such as The Grace Dear Trust and Young Minds.
Going forward this year, the Mental Health Ambassador team will recruit ten new Year 9 ambassadors who will
train at a borough-wide mental health conference held at Tiffin Girls’ School. The conference gives students
the opportunity to create an action plan for the upcoming year, and includes planning different events and
activities around school to raise money for local charities and promote greater awareness around mental health
within school.

Wellbeing Dogs
At the beginning of term, the Inclusion Department welcomed two
new four legged friends to the team. Blue and Luna are both blue
Staffordshire Terriers who are being specially trained to work in
school. Blue and Luna love being in school, and it has been clear to
see over the last few weeks that the students are also thoroughly
enjoying them being around!
Some may be wondering why we have dogs in school? There are a
whole host of benefits that dogs have been proven to bring to
students and staff alike. Having Blue and Luna around is a great
way to boost emotional health, with the dogs helping to improve
self-esteem, lift low mood and relieve anxiety. This is exactly what
they have been doing in Room 116 so far this term!
Blue and Luna have created a real sense of family up in the
Inclusion Department and the wider school; they engage us all in
joint conversation, mainly about how cute they are, and it brings us
all together as we give them the love and attention that they need.
They also remind us to have fun and smile during the busy school
day.
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One of the amazing jobs that Blue and Luna will eventually be doing in school is helping girls with their
reading. Reading to dogs has been proven to help develop literacy skills and build confidence, through both
the calming effect the dog’s presence has on children, as well as the fact that a dog will listen to children
read without being judgemental or critical. This comforting environment helps to nurture children’s
enthusiasm for reading and provides them with the confidence to read aloud.
Blue and Luna cannot wait to meet all of you, so make sure to keep an eye out for them around school!

Pass It Back
In July, our students took part in the Pass It Back initiative collecting old trainers for girls playing sport in
Laos. Many young girls in that part of the world do not have the provision to pay for shoes and so are forced to
play the sports they love in bare feet. Tolworth Girls’ School raised a fantastic 130 pairs of trainers which
have been shipped off to grateful feet in Asia. It’s great to see our students being so charitable whilst
supporting young women in sports across the globe!
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Women in Science
This term we were lucky enough to be joined by twelve amazing female scientists;
from Immunologists, and nurses to IT technicians and Robotocists. Year 11 and a
select number of Key Stage 3 students were invited to spend five minutes with each
scientist discussing career goals and reasons to study Science.
The buzz in the room was electric, with a
number of girls confirming their dreams of
becoming a researcher, as well as opening
eyes for others to careers the students didn't
even know existed.
The current statistics in the UK for women in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths is very low (approximately 15%) and here at
Tolworth we are working hard to break down gender stereotypes and
provide positive role models in these careers to encourage girls to see
themselves in these positions.
This event is an annual event, so if your daughter didn't get the opportunity this year, we are sure she will
next year.

Lego Club
Tolworth Girls’ School and the Institute of Engineering and Technology
have teamed up to take part in the IET Lego Robotics Competition in
December. Ten students have signed up to take part in the club, which
has so far involved making a series of Lego ‘challenges’, which later a
robot will be coded to solve. The competition also involves a project to
improve a building in the girls’ community and our group is looking at
improving disabled access to all parts of the school in a new and
innovative way.
The Competition is on Monday 9 December, so we will be working hard on coding our robot and working on a
project this next term and look forward to filling you all in on how we did in the Christmas issue of the
newsletter.
The club will run again in the Spring term (but without the competition), so if this is of interest to your
daughter then sign up in January on ePraise.

Knitting Club
“At the start of last September, students from Year 7 to
Sixth Form signed up for a Knitting Club. Only a few people
had knitting or crocheting experience. We had to teach and
help each other to get started. Not only did students help
contribute but so did some of the teachers. We worked on
the dressing gown for a few months, where we would come
together once a week.
Now that we have finished the dressing gown, which consists
of 96 knitted and crocheted squares, we are going to donate
it to the ‘Keep Britain Warm’ Charity.”
Written by Mariama (Year 9 student)
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Wonder Weeks at Tolworth Girls’ School
As part of the wider school PSHE and Enrichment
programme, staff and students are running a host of
themed weeks and events across the academic year to
raise knowledge and awareness of key social, cultural,
environmental and world issues. The aim is to inspire
a sense of wonder and curiosity about the world our
young people live in and how they can make small changes each day to make our world a better place today
and in the future. This half term, the focus for our October Wonder Weeks has been Black History Month and
Numeracy Week. After half term Wonder Weeks will focus on Random Acts of Kindness, Anti-Bullying, and
Failure.

Black History Month
Since 1987, in the UK the month of October has marked the
celebration of Black History Month, the annual commemoration
of the history, achievements and contributions of black people
around the world. It originated in the US in 1926 and was
created by historian Carter G. Woodson (1875-1950). He wanted
to challenge preconceptions at the time and preserve black
history and culture. Previously, much of the achievements and
contributions of black men and women were less well
documented in history due to oppressive attitudes at the time.
Raising awareness of the misrepresentation and underrepresentation of black people in history, allows us to explore
and appreciate the contribution of all individuals to society.
Students have been engaging in a range of thought provoking
activities in lessons and through wider PSHE to explore this
prejudice in more depth and broaden their historical knowledge
beyond the statutory curriculum. The History Department have
facilitated an essay writing competition titled ‘How Important is
Black History Month?’, held a lecture on ‘Representations in
Popular Culture, designed an historical treasure hunt
competition and prepared assemblies and tutorial activities for
students.

Numeracy Week
To celebrate World Maths Day and to inspire students and
encourage positive attitudes towards maths, technology and
engineering, staff hosted a range of activities to engage and
enthuse students about the wonder of maths and its
importance in the world. This included a mathematics
themed bake off competition, a raffle, a maths scrabble
competition, and a maths themed bake sale which raised over
£70 for the NSPCC charity!
Thank you to all staff involved for their efforts to enthuse and
inspire students to have a love for their subject and
congratulations to Emily Cullen in Year 7 who won the £50
Amazon Voucher!
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Kingston Borough Cross Country Champtionships
On Thursday 17 October eighteen students from Year 7 to 10 competed in the
Kingston Borough Cross Country Championships. Huge congratulations to all
runners who took part; it was a tough field of competition, made even more
challenging by the rain! Regardless, students showed great grit and
determination and thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Tremendous effort from
the Year 7 team who were placed in 3 rd position overall in the Juniors
competition, and congratulations to Iris (Year 10) for her fantastic individual
effort finishing 3 rd in the Senior Girls’ competition. Well done!

Junior Team
(Year 7):
Caitlin (7A)
Kiara (7P)
Katie (7S)
Lola (7S)
Pearl (7S)
Kira (7P)
Bailee (7E)

Intermediate Team
(Year 8 and 9):
Sophie (8A)
Iris (8A)
Tanya (8O)
Lily (8P)
Elena (8S)
Kailin (8S)
Erin (9J)
Holly (9O)
Scarlett (9P)
Sophia (9S)

Senior Team
(Year 10+):
Iris (10G)
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Literacy News - National Poetry Day 2019
On Thursday 3 October 2019, Tolworth Girls' School celebrated National Poetry Day. This year, the charity's
chosen theme was 'Truth', and over 120 of our students rose to the challenge of writing their own poem
inspired by this theme! Judging the entries was extremely tough due to the incredibly high standard - luckily
Mrs Lowe was on hand to help narrow down the overall winners! The winners all received a book token,
notebook and certificate to celebrate their success. Congratulations to Amelia Reed (Year 7), Sophie Guinness
(Year 8), Jorgi Adey (Year 9) and Sarah McEwan (Year 10) for their winning poems – please read their work
below.
We also celebrated by holding a packed-out Writing Workshop in the Library. Students from across all key
stages attended the session, where they worked on crafting their own poems. Mrs Marillat joined in the fun
and wrote her own fantastic poem! A special thanks to Mrs Marillat and Ms Harvey for supporting in running
this session, which was greatly enjoyed by all participants.
Overall, another fantastic celebration of all things literary - we can't wait for next year!
‘Brain Fry’ – by Amelia Reed, Year 7

‘The Truth’ – By Sophie Guinness, Year 8

I told a lie,
I don’t know why,
It was a whopper,
It was a porky-pie,
I blurted it out,
In front of my mates,
And now it’s starting to irritate.

Truth is a word.
Everyone pleads their honesty at least once.
The truth of a word can hurt more
Than a wound gained in battle.
If so, many people knew the pain of words
People could backstab you at any moment
Then the trust in our world would vanish
And eventually so would the truth.

It got bigger and bigger,
Till I felt I could burst,
My hand on the trigger,
It couldn’t get worse,
Spinning round my head,
So many lies,
I collapsed on my bed,
A torrent of cries.

Truth is a hope.
People long to know how others feel.
“A problem shared is a problem lost” as they say.
The truth behind it is
Your hopes can become other hopes.
The honesty you can share
Can give a smile to the gloomiest person.
Truth can unshackle you from doubt
So deliver it with truth.

My lie was suspected,
To my complete shame,
What started out funny,
Was no longer a game,
Next time it’s easier,
To not tell a lie,
Just tell the truth,
To avoid brain fry.

Truth is a legend.
In our day and age,
So much of what we observe every day is fake.
The model on your magazine has been
photo-shopped Or hadn’t you seen?
If lies are all we see,
Then lies will get the best of us.
For once, look up from your screen
Look at the world around you,
Take in its natural beauty.
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‘The Truth Hurts’ - by Jorgi Adey, Year 9

‘The Truth’ – by Sarah McEwan, Year 10

The truth doesn’t cost you anything but a lie costs

The truth can be twisted
Or screwed up in a ball,
Yet once you know it,
You can’t ignore it at all.

you everything,
The truth may hurt for a while but a lie can hurt
forever,

Your life can be lies
That have been thrown down a drain,
Shrouded in mystery,
Shrouded in pain.

The truth can mend,
A lie can break,
One lie can ruin a thousand truths and a lie can’t
fix a thousand lies.

The truth and a lie are just the same thing:
A story. A memory.
And yet it will always sting.

For every reason there is to lie,
There is a better one to tell the truth,
Speak the truth not lies!

The moral of the story is not to trust,
People will lie, they want you to fall,
So you shouldn’t trust No not at all.

****

www.tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk // email: info@tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk // Tel: 020 8397 3854 // Fax: 020 8974 2600

18

October 2019 Newsletter – Issue 22

Library News
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PFA News
Year 7 Disco
A fabulous time was had by all at the Year 7 Disco on Friday 11 October. Over 140 students danced away to DJ
Ken, and even Mr Garnham and Miss Pondaven joined in, cutting shapes on the dance floor to the Macarena.
We were fortunate to have a photo booth donated from Eventful Media, based in Kingston. The girls got
through 96 photo pages in the first hour, taking away some great memories of Tolworth Girls’ School in their
first term. Our sincere thanks to the Naismith family for supporting us with the photo booth. Mr Dowthwaite,
Miss Lada and Miss Grasso even enjoyed putting on a wig, some big glasses and getting a snap! We had plenty
of fizzy drinks, sweets and popcorn to keep us going on that rather wet Friday night!
The PFA raised about £400 at this
event, which goes towards the
theatre equipment goal of £10K,
so please do keep supporting us.
A huge thank you to the staff,
and of course our supportive
parents, who attended the event
and made this happen. The
students wouldn’t experiences
these fabulous events without
you.

Students Contact Details
Please can parents inform the school immediately of any changes
in your daughter’s/son’s contact details.
These are very important and must be kept up to date
in case of student illness or a school emergency.

Important Reminder from the First Aider
Parents are reminded to inform the school if there are changes to the following:
 Emergency contact details.
 Medical conditions that can emerge as students mature.
 Changes to medication.
 We request that all parents whose child suffers from Severe Asthma or Severe Allergies provide the school

with a named up-to-date Inhaler or Epipen.
 If the medicine becomes out of date, you will be informed and you must replace the medicine

immediately; we as a school will take no responsibility if you fail to provide a replacement.

ParentPay Reminder
Please can we remind Parents/Carers to use ParentPay or PayPoint if you do not have a computer to pay for
trips or other items the school requests money for.
We will continue to send out activation letters to those who send in cash or cheques. Paying by ParentPay
is a much more secure way of paying, also it is very convenient for parents who can pay at any time.
We thank you for your cooperation.
The Finance Team
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Health and Safety reminder from the Science Department
All students in the laboratory must wear safety goggles. This includes when a student across the lab is still
working on their practical task and you have finished your experiment for the day. This simple precaution
can eliminate the danger of eye injury caused by you or your neighbour spattering chemicals or breaking
glass. Another important protection for your eyes is to avoid rubbing your fingers in or near your eyes.
Chemicals can easily be transferred from your hands to your eyes in this way.
All students are required to wear a lab coat at all times when anyone is working with chemicals
in the lab. A lab coat is more than a uniform identifying you as a scientist; it affords you some
protection from spills of hot or corrosive materials as well as protecting your school uniform.

Have you any items of unwanted or outgrown TGS PE kits?
Should there be any unwanted items of PE kit which are now redundant please could you bring them into
Reception, marked for the attention of the PE department. They will be met with open arms! Unwanted
kit is always in great demand and used to support those who have lost or forgotten their kit for lessons, so
that students can still be taught and integrated.
If your daughter is in Year 11 and will sadly be leaving Tolworth Girls’ School, we would be more than
happy to receive her kit! Track bottoms, t-shirts, trainers and yellow socks would be very welcome and put
to good use. Thank you.
PE Department

Childcare - AfC Childminder Agency, Leap Ahead
The AfC Childminder Agency, Leap Ahead is registered and inspected by Ofsted. Childminders can choose
to join the Agency and be registered and inspected by Leap Ahead rather than Ofsted. In addition to
registration, those who join our agency will receive individual support and guidance, meetings, training
and an annual graded visit. The childminder’s report is published on the website where parents can search
for childminders in their area. http://www.leapahead.org.uk/

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online you could be raising a free donation for Tolworth Girls’
School?
There are nearly 3,000 retailers on board ready to make a donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva,
and Sainsbury's - it doesn't cost you a penny extra!
It's really simple, all you have to do is:
1. Join - Head to Tolworth Girls’ School PTA – Surbiton (TGS PTA) and sign up for free.
2. Shop - Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising.org.uk first, pick the retailer you want and
start shopping.
3. Raise - After you've checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no extra
cost whatsoever!
There are no catches or hidden charges and Tolworth Girls’ School will be really grateful for your donations.
Thank you for your support.
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SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES FOR 2019-2020
KEY DATES
FOR AUTUMN TERM 2019
HALF TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 28 October - Friday 1 November 2019

Students Return

Monday 4 November 2019

Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 12 November 2019 (3.45pm - 6.45pm)

Whole School Curriculum Day

Wednesday 13 November 2019

PFA Pre-Christmas Mufti Day

Friday 22 November 2019

Year 7 Tutor Evening

Tuesday 26 November 2019 (3.45pm - 6.45pm)

Year 12 Tutor Evening

Tuesday 26 November 2019 (3.45pm - 6.45pm)

Early Closure for Students - Staff Training

Monday 2 December 2019 (1.45pm)

Year 11 Mock Exams

Wednesday 4 December - Tuesday 17 December 2019

PTA Festive Foyer

Friday 6 December 2019

Year 13 Mock Exams

Monday 9 December - Friday 13 December 2019

Christmas Carol Concert

Tuesday 10 December 2019

Community Christmas Party

Friday 13 December 2019

Whole School Christmas Lunch in the Windmill Café

Monday 16 December 2019

Early Closure for Students

Tuesday 17 December 2019 (1.15pm)

Year 13 Charity Christmas Lunch

Tuesday 17 December 2019 (1.25pm)

Last Day of Term - Early Closure for Students
 Years 9, 10 and 11
 Years 7 and 8

Wednesday 18 December 2019
Approximately 11.00am
Approximately 12.30 noon

SPRING TERM 2020
Monday 6 January - Friday 3 April 2020
Students Return

Monday 6 January 2020

Early Closure for Students - Staff Training

Wednesday 12 February 2020 (1.45pm)

Early Closure

Friday 14 February 2020 (1.45pm)

HALF TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 17 February - Friday 21 February 2020

Students Return

Monday 24 February 2020

Early Closure for Students - Staff Training

Wednesday 25 March 2020 (1.45pm)

Early Closure for Students - Prize Giving

Wednesday 1 April (1.45pm)

Last Day of Term for Students - Early Closure

Thursday 2 April 2020 (1.45pm)

INSET DAY - School Closed for Staff Training

Friday 3 April 2020
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SUMMER TERM 2020
Monday 20 April - Thursday 16 July 2020
Students Return

Monday 20 April 2020

Early Closure for Students - Staff Training

Friday 24 April 2020 (1.45pm)

BANK HOLIDAY

Friday 8 May 2020

Early Closure

Friday 22 May 2020 (1.45pm)

HALF TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 25 May - Friday 29 May 2020

Students Return

Monday 1 June 2020

INSET DAY - School Closed for Staff Training

Monday 6 July

Last Day of Term - Early Closure

Thursday 16 July 2020 (Approximately 12.00 noon)
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