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A

Students travel to Normandy for 75th D-Day Anniversary
Tolworth was excited to embark on their first adventure to Normandy over the Summer Half Term. Fifty-seven
Year 8 and Year 9 students, along with seven staff travelled via ferry and coach to sightsee for five days. We
visited the D-Day Landing beaches on the first day, with students diligently exploring the shell-holes of
Pointe du Hoc, before spending lunch on the vast Omaha Beach. The view of the beach made us all think of
the sharp contrast from the view that would have greeted invading Allied troops 75 years before. The day
ended in Arromanches, learning about the work done by the British Army in both the landings and afterwards.
On the second day the students had the chance to visit the world famous Bayeux Tapestry. The 70 metres long
tapestry brought to life history lessons from Year 7, and the incredible craftsmanship wowed the girls. After
some quick lunchtime games, a trip to Falaise Castle followed, complete with interactive iPads and an
opportunity to run around the walls on the site of William the Conqueror’s birthplace. That evening we took
all the students bowling. As soon as the florescent lights came on, the bowling took a back-step as the alley,
taken over by Tolworth Girls’ School, started playing some 90s hits that were all sung and danced along to with
great enjoyment.
Our final day of activities saw us travel to Saint Malo. Here,
the students had some free time to see the city, to walk the
walls and visit the Île de Grande Bé. Some students chose to
brave the cold sea-pool and others gorged themselves on
some of the several sweet shops; whilst members of staff….
bought novelty socks.
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Dear Parents/Carers and Students
Tolworth Girls’ School - What a year we have had!
I have looked back over the last few Summer reports to parents and I think I have used this headline every year- but what
a year we have had!
September
we were really pleased with the GCSE and A Level results; yet again all of our outcomes were above the national average
and our Progress 8 score put us in the top 20% of all schools nationally - again! The number of students who came back
into our Sixth Form rocketed and the overall number of students in the school increased. We were given the keys to the
new build and our students were at last equipped with the resources that they should have to learn. We worked hard to
complete our World Class Schools accreditation and we settled back into school.
Autumn Term
This was packed with a number of amazing activities and events for our students, including the Year 7 Disco, National
Poetry Day, Women in Science Day, the Shakespeare School’s Festival, a number of trips and a great number of
memorable experiences for our students that really did broaden and enrich their learning opportunities. We had our
Grand Opening and our local community finally got to the see the amazing facilities at Tolworth Girls’ School. We named
the Catering facility after Dennis Doe, a long serving governor, the Science Labs in memory of David Hickman and I was
delighted when the Theatre was named in my honour. We finished the year with a number of traditional events, such as
the Sixth Form lunch and the infamous Panto - that never happens.
Spring Term
We do always hope that there is some ‘down time’ in the term but this one proved to be just as busy. We had World Book
Day, celebrated the honour of becoming a World Class School, as well as celebrating the success of our students at our
Annual Prize Giving Ceremony. We took part in the Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out’ Challenge and we were delighted when our
very own Kitty was successfully through to the Grand Final - her topic was Bees. We visited the Natural History Museum
and took part in inter-house competitions including the inter-house ‘Sing Off’ in Year 7. We knitted, built robots and our
governors took part in the National Governors’ response to funding in schools. We raffled Easter eggs and raised lots of
money with the help of our very hard working PFA.
Summer Term
This is always busy, as one of the main focuses for the school is the GCSE and A Level examinations. We are confident
that all students were as prepared as they could have been, as staff did create so many additional learning opportunities
for them, both before and after school. We were in the news for challenging the government about funding in schools
and experienced both positive and negative responses to the opinions I expressed.
As you will see from this issue of the Newsletter we have had a most enjoyable term. We were so proud of our students
who helped Dysart with their annual production here at Tolworth Girls’ School and also very proud of the Sixth Form
students who were involved in WOW Wednesday and Work Experience - all feedback received was very complimentary.
Our ‘Ballkids’ performed magnificently and were there to the final game at both finals and even escorted Serena Williams
onto Centre Court for her Final - they met Royalty and really did us proud.
I have just spent time looking through all of the Newsletters for this year and am filled with such pride in all of our
accomplishments - it is not always perfect and we do make mistakes but the beauty of that is that we learn from those
and ‘pick ourselves up’ and try again.
We are certainly not complacent and are not resting on our laurels, our mission is to make sure all of the students at
Tolworth Girls’ School do their very best - I think for the vast majority we achieve that success.
I do hope that you have a lovely holiday and that you get time to unwind and enjoy being with your daughter/son - take
the batteries out of the remote, hide the phones, turn off the Wi-Fi and just enjoy the silence. Our girls/boys love being
outside and do manage to spend seven hours per day without access to Social Media - despite what they may tell you!
Yours faithfully

Siobhán Lowe
Headteacher
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Sad News for Tolworth Girls’ School
Over the Easter Holidays, the History Department and indeed all of Tolworth Girls’ School was struck with the
devastating news that Mr Pollard had passed away. This came as a surprise and a shock for us all.
Mr Pollard served the Tolworth History Department with incredible dedication
for four years. As well as teaching RS and Classics, he was a Head of Year to
over half of the current students at the school, and was an adored member of
Tolworth staff. His commitment to the History Department was incredible –
we are left with a plethora of DVDs, books, lessons and activities he created
or donated.
We will all remember Mr Pollard with great happiness. His effervescent
character lit up school trips. He was a key part of the Year 10 Battlefields
trip for three years, painstakingly researching local soldiers to visit to pay
thanks and to engage the students. He also travelled to Washington with the
Sixth Form, and many students will have fond memories of walking the White
House Gardens with him. However, Mr Pollard’s real impact came in the
classroom, teaching and engaging students day in, day out, alongside giving
up breaks and lunches to help his year group.
Mr Pollard’s passing will leave a hole in the History Department that will never
truly be filled. A dedicated colleague and a dedicated friend, Mr Pollard will
be missed, but the memories will remain.

Year 7 News
From the Head of Year, Mrs Powling
Since the last newsletter, Year 7 have completed their first set of end of year exams at Tolworth Girls’ School,
received their full reports and were busy preparing for our celebration assembly which we all looked forward
to. We all appreciate that the experience of a number of assessments over a relatively short period of time
was a daunting prospect for Year 7s but it is an experience which is a very important step in preparation for
their GCSEs in Year 11. They have been given opportunities in lessons to reflect upon their efforts so that they
can assess their successes and also areas for improvement and should feel proud of the way they coped with
this new experience.
A large proportion of the group also visited ‘Penshurst Place’ for Bushcraft at the start of July. The weather
was amazing, as was the enthusiasm and behaviour of the students. When we arrived we found a number of
staff members who had worked with our students last year and were so pleased that they had this opportunity
again this year. The girls made their own shelters and I was amazed at how many opted to sleep in these on
the first night, rather than in their tents. There was swimming, peg making and fire lighting amongst other
activities enjoyed by the girls and despite what you may hear, the teachers did not have their own personal
jacuzzis in their tents!
At the time of writing, we are looking forward to Sports Day and the girls are producing their banners and
preparing their Sports Day Dance. I am also in the process of handing the year group over to Ms J Lowe who
will become their Head of Year in September. I would like to thank all of the Year 7 students for being such an
amazing year group and am sad, but also proud, to see them move into Year 8. They have been a wonderful
year group and I would like to wish them every success in the future.
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Trips and Activities - Year 7
Year 7 - Science and Enterprise Project
A recent highlight for Design and Technology with Year 7 has been the Science and Enterprise Project.
Following the trip to the Natural History Museum, the students were set a group challenge of designing and
making a product that could be sold in the Museum’s Gift Shop.
Using their research from the museum trip, each team chose the theme for their product. These included
dinosaurs, human biology, and gem stones to name a few. They then got to work on the design for their
products and produced models and prototypes before batch producing their final design. As part of their
planning, they had to consider the cost of materials. They were given a limited budget and for most groups
this determined how many products they could make.
The students also had to carry out further research about their chosen theme so that they could produce a
leaflet or factsheet that explained some of the science behind the theme of their product. The standard of
work this year was very high and we were really impressed with the creativity shown in some of the design
work and also with the quality of the products that were made.
At the start of the project they spent time considering what makes good team work. It was clear that this had
a positive effect and we were very impressed with the way the students worked together in their teams.
The project ended with an exhibition in the School Hall, where the groups were able to sell what they had
made. Following a lot of enthusiastic promotion of their products, most groups sold out! It was great to see
so many parents/carers come and support this event.
All of the products have been judged and certificates have been awarded to the winners.

WINNING TEAMS
Product Design

Food

Shafia Shah
Amtul Musawir

Nicola Pritchard
Megan Browne
Gracie Brown

Product:
Corner bookmarks

Science
Ella Bryan
Amelia-Rose Chatterjee-Thoms
Product: Fridge magnets

Product: Dinosaur cakes

Marketing

Head of Year Award

1st Place
Vienna Baker
Madeleine Folan
Lola Franklin
Product: Door hangers

Kiri McCann
Aidana Rakhan
Bhakti Mistry
Product: Crystal cookies
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Year 7 Inter-house Football Competition – Monday 4 February 2019
Congratulations to all those who were involved in their first inter-house competition at Tolworth Girls' School.
For Year 7 it was 5-a-side Football. The students played really well and the support for each other was
fantastic to see.
1st Place
nd

2

Place

7 Pearl
7 Topaz

rd

7 Garnet

th

7 Sapphire

th

5 Place

7 Emerald

6th Place

7 Jade

3 Place
4 Place

th

7 Opal

th

7 Amethyst

7 Place
8 Place

Year 8 News
From the Head of Year, Mr Flood and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Clark
It has been another busy but highly productive term for Year 8, to culminate a successful year. Students have
been diligently working towards their acts for Celebration of Learning, which was a huge success. It was a real
pleasure to watch such confident and entertaining performances from so many of our cohort, and they have
done themselves proud with their efforts. I feel that the evening really encapsulated this year group as a
whole, confident and determined to succeed.
Indeed there has been plenty to celebrate this term, and students have continued to flourish in their subjects.
‘Flight Day’ for our Whole School Curriculum Day was a wonderful day in the sunshine, with the students
making water rockets, becoming drones and learning about hot air balloons, to name just a few activities.
Year 8 also sat their ‘End of Year Exams’ after half term; it is now vital they learn ‘what went well’ from their
revision and tests, in order to begin the long preparations towards their GCSEs. Year 8 have also been busy
travelling away from school, with forty students journeying to Normandy over half term and many more going
to Barcelona a week later. Science took approximately twenty students on a STEM trip which proved very
valuable to those who went. Thank you to all the staff involved in these opportunities.
Tutorial this term has been about future careers, with the aim of allowing students to discover the potentials
the world has awaiting them in a few year’s time. We are also continuing to help students build resilience and
perseverance in and around school, as this will prove a vital attribute for success as we move into next year
and choosing GCSEs.
It has been a wonderful year for Year 8 as they really establish themselves in school and we both look forward
to working with them next year as Head of Year and Assistant Head of Year. We hope you all have a restful
and enjoyable summer and we will see you in September.
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Trips and Activities - Year 8
Salters’ Festival of Chemistry 2019
Four Year 8 students, Iman (8J), Olivia (8S), Rebecca (8S) and Ruby (8S), attended the Salters’ Festival of
Chemistry held at London South Bank University on 20 June 2019. The event was organised by The Salters’
Institute in collaboration with the Royal Society of Chemistry with an objective to promote Chemistry and
associated lab skills among secondary school students.
The event began with a welcome presentation and we were introduced to the timetable for the day. The day
included two exciting sessions of Chemistry. The first session included a task based on chromatography while
the second one on an acid-base reaction. The tasks were set as a competition among various participating
schools. Students were judged on various skills while they worked towards the task, gaining skills in handling
the equipment, following health and safety rules, recording their observation and presenting their results.
Students were given responsibility to carry out investigations ‘like a real Chemist’. They were encouraged to
work in teams and solve problems independently as well. They got an opportunity to meet and interact with
fellow students from other schools. During their session, they also worked with University students and gained
an understanding of life at University as well.
Alongside, there were sessions by RSC for teachers on several ways
to introduce careers related to Chemistry during Science lessons.
On the occasion of 150th anniversary of the Periodic Table, various
goodies like periodic tables, glow in the dark pens, career booklets
and RSC lanyards were given away.
The day finished with a session on ’the magic of Chemistry’ by
Dr Jasmine, a physicist and painter sculpting in light, plastic, metal
and mineral geopolymers. She infused art in science and showed us
different sculptures she made using polymers for her quantum art
installations. She also demonstrated many fascinating science
practicals, like a ball sticking to an upside-down water bottle filled
to the brim due to surface tension, our brains creating images on a
blank screen right after the image is removed, dispersion in plastic
materials, plasma ball and current discharging through the body,
unit cells in soapy water, and of course lighting fire to soap
solution—or was it?!
The prizes were given to winning teams, but participation certificates, glittery green pens and planners were
given to all the students. Overall, it was a fun way of learning about Science and Chemistry in particular.
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Year 8 - STEM in Action
On Friday 28 June, twenty-nine Year 8 scientists had the privilege of
visiting the Emmanuel Centre near Westminster for an afternoon of STEM in
Action which was hosted by the ex Blue Peter presenter, Greg Foot.
The conference kicked off with a presentation about what isn't impossible
in engineering, delivered in part by a 4D robot that could do tai chi and
concluded with a selfie opportunity with said robot. We then participated
in a discussion relating to the organisation of the chemical elements in the
Periodic Table which was originally developed 150 years ago this year.
After a brief interlude in which the students had to decide which, from a
series of science related advertising statements, were the most credible.
The final session was presented by Greg Foot who shared his
experience of deep water exploration linking it to aspects of
Biology and Physics and a closing message about the
problem of plastic pollution in the oceans. The day provided
a really thought provoking opportunity of what Science is
taking us.

Fight or Flight - Whole School Curriculum Day for Year 8
This year's Whole School Curriculum Day for Year 8 was on the theme of ‘Fight or
Flight’. Year 8 spent the day exploring different aspects of flight from creating their
very own hot air balloons in the classroom to having the opportunity of seeing a real
life hot air balloon on the school field. The students also got hands on experience
building their very own water rockets which were launched in an incredibly exciting
nail biting competition. The winning group were then asked to complete in a Water
Rocket Competition at the National Physics Laboratory to compete against other
schools in the local area!
We were also lucky enough to have two drones fly into the department, and students
spent one of their sessions coming up with innovative ways to use Drones in emergency
situations; including some incredibly imaginative ideas such as sending drones to
inaccessible mountainous regions to send supplies and medical equipment in
emergencies. Another idea was a stealth ‘bird’ drone which can be used to alert
animals in the Savannah of approaching poachers.
We were joined on the day by Tom Hilditch and his hot air balloon which he is using to raise awareness of the
life-limiting genetic disease Cystic Fibrosis. Tom is planning a huge challenge, cycling around England towing
his balloon, and flying once in each county. He will be taking people affected by Cystic Fibrosis along for a
flight and helping them to share their stories, whilst raising money for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust.
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If you would like to donate any money to this incredibly worthy cause please visit:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/FlyCycleChallenge

“Fight or Flight, a basic human principle since the beginning
of time. This year in Year 8 we learnt all about flight in our
Whole School Curriculum Day. We learnt about how to
balance drag and make an object float using a cup of salt
and a helium balloon. We also learnt about drones and how
they are vital for military and humanitarian missions. We
even had a visitor who had his own hot air balloon, which he
was using to raise awareness and money for Cystic Fibrosis.
As a year group we thoroughly enjoyed the day”.
By Tasnim Shahid - 8 Pearl

NPL Flight Day
On a damp Wednesday morning, six members of Year 8 gathered in the school
foyer. We were off to take part in the NPL Flight Day for the first time.
Taylor and Summer had impressed us with their Rocket on Flight Day so we
gathered a group of Year 8 students to try to improve on their first efforts. We
packed a rucksack with the stirrup pump, a launcher and a couple of rockets and
made our way to Teddington. We were in time to see the world attempt fail and
to set up our site. We realised that the competition took this very seriously and
that some of their flights were spectacular. Our rocket moved... and we didn't
break the fresh egg cargo. The students had an enjoyable if rather damp finish
and we came back with ideas for next year (we need a more powerful rocket
launcher Technology Department!)
Thank you to the students who gave up their time to give it a good shot!

Year 8 and Year 9 Residential Trip to Barcelona
On Sunday 9 June, thirty-six students from Years 8 and 9 went on a
Modern Foreign Languages residential trip to Barcelona.
An account of the trip from a Year 9 student can be found in the Year 9 section
of this newsletter, together with photographs.
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Year 8 Inter-house Netball Competition – Monday 11 March 2019
Congratulations to all those who were involved in the Inter-house competition at Tolworth Girls' School. For
Year 8 it was Netball. The students played really well and the support for each other was fantastic to see.
1st Place

8 Garnet

2nd Place

8 Sapphire

3rd Place

8 Pearl

4th Place

8 Jade

5th Place

8 Amethyst

6th Place

8 Topaz

7th Place

8 Opal

Year 8 Art
We are delighted with the work the Year 8 students have completed this year on our new theme ‘Butterflies,
Bugs and Insects’. They have experimented with a range of materials and skills, including lino printing,
embroidery and ceramics. The artists we studied have inspired some exciting final outcomes which were
displayed on the Year 8 Celebration Evening and have livened up the Art corridors throughout the year.
Congratulations to Year 8 on their creativity!

Year 9 News
From the Head of Year, Ms T Das and the
Deputy Heads of Year, Mr Garnham and Miss Pondaven
Summer Term for Year 9 began as it has ended – busy, focussed and full of opportunities to learn and develop
our understanding of the world around us. Year 9 students embarked on their GCSE courses after Easter and
completed their transition timetables in readiness for Year 10 in September.
Year 9s participated in several curricular and extracurricular trips including skiing in Italy, a History trip to
Normandy, a Modern Foreign Languages trip to Barcelona and eight organised visits to London points of
interest on Whole School Curriculum Day.
Our sportswomen have been involved too including participation in the Borough Athletics Competition, the
Inspiring Females Summit at Chelsea Football Club and the Tolworth Girls’ School Annual Dance Show.
www.tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk // email: info@tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk // Tel: 020 8397 3854 // Fax: 020 8974 2600

9

July 2019 Newsletter – Issue 21
Sports Day was a great celebration of teamwork and sporting prowess, bringing tutor groups together to enjoy
the occasion. A special mention to Olivia Lusted, 9 Emerald, who has recently returned from representing
England at the World Championships for Shotokan Karate in Slovakia.
Year 9 students were role models to many of us when they supported the Dysart Specialist School’s young
students who were guests at Tolworth Girls’ School for their annual music and dance show. We also
participated in an OFSTED led research project – Year 9 students spoke eloquently about Equality at our
school.
As well as marking World Refugee Day, Year 9s hosted several guest speakers for their career-focussed
assemblies: several walks of life were represented including working at the House of Commons, the Fire
Service, District Nurses, Price Waterhouse Coopers, volunteering for the Salvation Army and being the
Managing Director of the Rose Theatre. We also celebrated the life of Mr Sean Pollard in a special school wide
assembly and took part in Healthy Schools Week by litter picking on the school site.
As students are celebrating their graduation from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4, I would like to thank some of
our tutors who are leaving the Year Group for new opportunities. My congratulations to Miss Durcan,
Mr Garnham and Miss Pondaven who are forming the new Year 7 Pastoral team. Farewell and many thanks to
Mrs Mirza who is joining a new school as second in charge of Maths and wishing Miss Asprey all the very best as
she prepares to welcome Baby Asprey. My thanks also to Mr Mirshemirani who has worked tirelessly for our
students in Year 9 as Senior Assistant Headteacher of Key Stage 3. We look forward to welcoming our new
tutors in Year 10 – Mr Cunningham, Mr Sheehan and Dr Mayfield. Welcome also to Miss Munt and Mr Crane who
are joining the Year 9 team as tutors and Assistant Heads of Year 9.
I wish you and your families a restful, relaxing and reinvigorating summer holiday.

Trips and Activities - Year 9
Emerging Authors at Tolworth Girls’ School
Twenty Year 9 students took part in an intensive week-long workshop to plan, write and edit two novels
between them.
The students found the task both challenging and rewarding. Parents were invited in to school for the official
book launch at which students were presented with their own copies of the published books they had written.
It was clear to see the pride felt by parents, teachers and students at the phenomenal achievement.
One novel, Paint Drying, looks at the conflict between personal choice and societal expectations, while the
other, The Chosen One, takes a philosophical look at how memories define us as people.
Each novel is published under the collective pseudonym ‘T. M. Cooks’ and both are available now on Amazon
UK.
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Year 8 and Year 9 Residential Trip to Barcelona
“On 9 June, thirty-five students and I, alongside Mrs Pond,
Mr Coussins, Mr Otermin and Miss Johns, met up at Tolworth
Girls’ School for 4.00am. We set off around 4.30am for
Heathrow Airport and our British Airways flight to Barcelona.
When we got off the plane, a coach drove us all the way to
our hostel, ‘Urbany Hostel.’ We set off again by foot on a
very long walk to Park Güell, a beautiful park with an array
of mosaics designed by Gaudí (a famous architect and artist,
who designed many of the monuments we visited in
Barcelona).
In the hour and a half we were given to explore, my group
were exhausted by the walking and settled for eating at the nice restaurant situated in the centre of the
park. Once we had left the park, we set off for dinner and arrived at a tapas bar, where we ate a delicious
array of various foods such as paella, croutons and ice cream. I am not exaggerating when I say that was one
of the best ice creams I have ever tasted!
Finally, after the dinner, we walked down to the underground train station. The last plan for the day was to
go and visit the Montjuïc Magic Fountain but a lot of our group were tired and wanted to go straight to bed.
There was a vote on whether to go or not but there was a fairly even split so we divided up so that sixteen of
us went to the fountain show and twenty went back to the hostel. I was one of the people who went to the
fountain and it was really good! The fountain itself was the highlight of my day; it was so beautiful and
different from anything I have ever seen before. Overall, I found the day fun, if exhausting, from the walking
and slight jet lag. We got back about 11.00pm, so we were extremely tired.
On the second day, we woke up at 6.30am and ate a continental breakfast, courtesy of the hostel at 7.00am.
The first thing on our agenda was a two hour Spanish lesson. It sounds bad but the actual lessons were really
fun - we learnt through playing Spanish games, for example, to learn directions, we blindfolded a partner and
lead them through the building by guiding them in Spanish. Our teacher, Clara, was extremely nice and, I
think, taught us really well.
After the lesson, we walked to Port Vell,
a large harbour with a giant market area
where we were allowed some free time
to wander, explore, and buy ourselves
lunch. My group were boring and went to
McDonalds for lunch (what can I say;
everything else was expensive…?). Once
we had regrouped, we travelled to
Maremagnum, a giant mall, or what us
Spanish students call a Centro
Commercial, and were allowed to explore
the variety of shops for a while. There
were so many different shops that it took
us about an hour to look around, then sit
outdoors by the harbour and pretty much
bask in the sunshine (while we were busy
getting sunburnt, it was pouring down in England, as usual!) Finally, we regrouped just outside the mall,
walked to Fresco Carmen, a buffet restaurant, and ate a delicious starter, main and dessert meal of our
choice. Then, when we had all finished eating, we took two trains back to the hostel and went straight to
bed.
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The start of the third day was a repetition; we woke up at
6.30am and went to a two hour Spanish lesson at 9.00am. At
the end of the lesson, the teacher introduced us to her dog
who, rather oddly, understood French but not Spanish!
Next, we travelled to Las Ramblas - notoriously known for
pickpocketing and home to a giant food market called La
Boqueria.
My group decided to shop inside the food market instead of
wandering up the street and bought lunch. It actually rained that Tuesday - in Spain of all places! After
lunch, we went to El Corté Ingles. This was another, even more ginormous mall, comprised of eleven floors
with such diversity in products. Yet again, we were allowed to wander for a while and buy anything if we so
pleased but my group were happy enough just window-shopping.
It was too early for dinner but we had run out of things to do so the teachers took us to a remote, cosy café
and brought us all churros and chocolate, which, in my opinion, even rivalled the ice cream we had before.
With still more time to spare, Miss Johns came up with the
idea of a wide scale game of ‘Sardines’, where we could
only go to floors 1-8 and find Mrs Pond who would be
hiding on one of those floors. To say the game was hectic
would be an understatement but we were also told to act
like normal customers, so we were still well behaved! We
were given around 45 minutes to an hour to find Mrs Pond
but literally, no one found her until the last three minutes
when a group of myself, Chloe and Sienna rushed back up
to floor 7 to double check and found Mrs Pond by a
bookshelf reading La Chica del Tren (The Girl on the Train
by Paula Hawkins). Now we have bragging rights!
It was finally the right time to go for dinner, so we set off for Hard Rock Café. In the restaurant, we had a
burger-based menu and vanilla ice cream for dessert. Also, Mr Otermin had brought some interesting food
from, I assume, the La Boqueria Market and so he, Mr Coussins and some
students ate tarantula legs and dead, dried maggots in between their meals.
It was worth it for the face Mr Coussins made when he ate the entire leftover
body of the tarantula! After another exhausting day, we travelled back to the
hostel and, for the most part, went to sleep on time.
Finally, the last day in Barcelona had arrived and we slept in until 7.00am
before having breakfast. We didn’t have anymore Spanish lessons booked and
the first thing on our agenda was to visit La Sagrada Família, the biggest
church in Spain. When they said it was big, they really were not kidding. The
church was humungous. It was still an incomplete building, that began
building on 19 March 1882 and is still being built today; just let that sink in, it
has been worked on for 137 years and still is not finished. This is partly
because the architect, Gaudí - I did say he would show up again - died from
being hit by a tram and in the Spanish Civil War the blueprints of the building
were lost, so people have had to speculate on what the Catholic church was
intended to look like, which slowed the building down considerably. The
church itself has eighteen spires in the order of Jesus’s spire at the top,
Mary’s spire a little further down, the twelve disciples’ spires below Mary’s,
and the four gospel-men Matthew, Mark, Luke and John at the bottom.
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The only other major things we did on our last day before leaving, was to explore more of Gaudí’s
architecture and going to a large beach to sunbathe and swim for an hour and forty-five minutes. I managed
to get slightly sunburnt even though I put sun cream on. Once our time on the beach was up, we went to pick
up our luggage from the hostel and headed to the airport via coach. We sent off our luggage, received our
flight tickets and passed customs, then were given free time to buy dinner from the food shops. My group
settled on Burger King for dinner and brought a couple of packets of sweets for the plane journey.
In the departure lounge, some of the students got a bit excited when they realised that Hector Bellerin
(Arsenal player for you non-Gooners) was on our flight. We finally got back to school at 11.30pm ready to
survive a day of school with only six hours of sleep. Just kidding, school wasn’t that bad, but keeping awake
was hard!
Overall, I speak for everyone when I say the trip was really fun and we certainly developed our Spanish by
directly using it in the language’s home country. I found the trip to be a brilliant experience and would
definitely go again if I got the chance to.”
By Hannah Jabobs (9 Pearl)

Success at Surrey Schools’ Championships
Congratulations to Charlotte (9 Sapphire) who
competed in the Surrey School's Championships on
Saturday 8 June and came in 3rd Place, winning a
Bronze Medal.

Year 9 Inter-house Netball Competition
Congratulations to all those who were involved in the
Inter-house competition at Tolworth Girls' School on
Monday 25 March 2019. For Year 9 it was Netball. The
students played really well and the support for each
other was fantastic to see.
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
4th Place
5th Place
Joint 6th Place
7th Place

9
9
9
9
9
9
9

Garnet
Emerald
Amethyst
Opal
Pearl
Sapphire & 9 Topaz
Jade
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Creative Writing ISSP Day with Author, Kate Marillat
On Monday 24 June, a selection of lucky students from our
Independent and State Schools Network (ISSP) came together for a
day to work with Kate Marillat, a prolific writer and published
author who is an advocate for creativity and emotional wellbeing.
During the course of the day, students were encouraged to tune
into their feelings about their creative writing. They were then
given take-away tools to overcome any anxiety or concern they feel
over their work. The strategies students were taught were wide
ranging and included ‘tapping’, doing a ‘brain dump’, and using
timers to help them concentrate. The day also provided an invaluable opportunity for students from the
different schools to work in groups to develop their creativity.
Below are some comments from students who took part in the day:
“I really enjoyed how to ‘brain dump’ to get rid of all of your distractions.”
“I really enjoyed learning how to stay motivated when writing creatively. I think I could even write a novel
now!”
“What I enjoyed the most about the day was how to deal with the fear of my writing being judged.”
“Kate taught me how to be more confident with my writing.”
“I enjoyed the freedom to write what I wanted.”
"I thought the students all worked hard today and may I say it was a pleasure to be back here in a professional
capacity."
Kate Marillat - Tolworth Girls’ School alumni of the 90s
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Year 10 News
From the Head of Year, Mrs Chiddy-Gosling and the
Deputy Head of Year, Miss Hall
We are very proud of our year group this term; they have taken on a multitude of challenges and are really
developing their resilience.
Last half term saw Year 10 tackling the mock exams - students have said that they feel less worried about
exams next year now that they know what the process will be like. They have also had a valuable opportunity
to review their progress and plan for next year since receiving their results.
Eighty-two students studying History GCSE travelled to Belgium, visiting Ypres, the Somme and various
memorial sites. The students took these visits very seriously and we were very impressed with the respectful
behaviour and attitude they demonstrated. It was also lovely to have the opportunity to have some more
'casual' interactions with students away from corridors and classrooms, and students and staff bonded over
chocolate purchases, learning some slang and music tastes!
We have four students who will be representing the school as Wimbledon Ball Girls: Ella S, Ella W, Yea Jin P
and Bella R. Getting to this stage has involved hours of practise and hard work and they have done incredibly
well to get there.
We have, however, had a few occasions recently where students are not honouring the home-school
agreement regarding mobile phones. Students should not have their phones out/on at any point in the school
day. We would very much appreciate that if your daughter contacts you and you feel you do need to speak
with her urgently, that you contact the main school number; alternatively, please postpone responding until
after 3.30pm.
Students are also reminded of the uniform requirements - our high standards should be maintained with
regards to full and correct uniform.
Parental support makes a huge difference when trying to tackle issues like this and we appreciate your help in
maintaining high expectations of our students in school.
While this is a stressful time for many students - nearly Year 11 - it is crucial that they keep up their
attendance and hard work over the next few weeks. We really enjoyed the year group's last Sports Day (and
making banners of course!) and a Celebration of Attendance with pizza enjoyed by students going above and
beyond to maintain 100%.
We hope that all of our year group have a restful, safe and enjoyable summer holiday and come back
refreshed and ready to tackle their final year.

Trips and Activities - Year 10
Jack Petchey’s “Speak Out” Challenge Grand Final
Kitty wowed a packed audience, with a faultless delivery of her speech, at the Cambridge Theatre on Monday
1 July and was part of the Grand Final for this year’s Jack Petchey’s “Speak Out” Challenge: the largest youth
speaking competition in the world, with over 20,000 young people taking part this year alone. Kitty, who
performed last, initially won the Kingston Borough Regional Final, went on to represent our school at a
National level to great aplomb. Kitty’s speech entitled: ‘Keep the world Buzzing’ told the story of our world
that we often overlook: the significance of Bees.
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This year’s Grand Final Judging Panel comprised a mix of award-winning journalists, high-profile business
people and celebrities, all known for using their voice to make a change: Natasha Devon MBE, Mental Health,
Body Image and LBGTQ Campaigner; David Wilding, Director of Planning, Twitter UK; Don Ward, Founder,
Comedy Store; Scarlette Douglas, TV Presenter; Elizabeth Bananuka, PR Pro and Diversity Champion;
Femi Oluwole, Co-Founder, Our Future, Our Choice; Peter Dickson, Voiceover Man; Kate Richardson-Walsh,
Olympic Medal Winning Hockey Captain and Erin Stoner, 2018 “Speak Out” Challenge! Grand Final Winner.
Whilst Kitty was not placed, the teachers and students who went to support her believed that she was the true
winner! She performed to the best of her ability and should be incredibly proud of her efforts. Congratulations
Kitty!
You can watch Kitty’s speech in full here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0L4OdHryvfc.
Jack Petchey’s “Speak Out” Challenge is designed and delivered by Speakers Trust and is funded and
supported by the Jack Petchey Foundation to encourage 14 and 15 year-olds to develop public speaking and
communication skills as well as building self-esteem and confidence. Now in its 13th year, over 20,000 young
people in 500 state schools across 37 regions throughout London and Essex took part in this year’s Challenge.

Year 10 World War 1 Battlefield Tour to Ypres and the Somme
This year’s annual trip to the Western Front was especially poignant for two reasons. Firstly, we are now into
the second century since Armistice was declared in 1918. Secondly, it was our first trip to the trenches since
Mr Pollard’s passing. Eighty-two Year 10 students spent three days in France and Belgium visiting battlefields,
cemeteries and underground quarries to further develop their understanding of the World War 1 trenches. It’s
one thing learning about the casualty statistics of the Western Front in a book, however what really hit home
to our students was seeing the overwhelming numbers of war dead (on both sides) in each and every cemetery
we visited during our stay. Highlights of the trip included:


The Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate – four of our students had the honour of laying a wreath on
behalf of the school, an emotional moment for all involved.



Langemark German cemetery – to pay our respects to the German dead.



The Lochnagar Crater on The Somme – this marked the start of the Battle of the Somme, so to be on this
spot was hugely special to us.



Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme – we were astounded by the sheer number of dead and
missing soldiers just from the Battle of the Somme alone.



Tyne Cot cemetery – the largest Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery in the world.
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Wellington Quarry in Arras – here we learnt about the bravery and ingenuity of the New Zealand corps,
who pulled off one of the great ambushes in history from below the town - an amazing feat!



Passchendaele Museum



Memorial service to Mr Pollard in his favourite cemetery overlooking Ypres moat. Mr Pollard’s presence
was felt throughout this trip but none more so than during this beautiful ceremony.

However, I am sure our students can give a far better account of the trip in their own words, so over to them…
“It was amazing. The cemeteries and memorials were very moving, and the night times and sing-along coach
rides were the best. We went everywhere – cemeteries, quarries, trenches, memorials, museums and even a
massive crater! I can truly say I know ten times more about World War 1 and I appreciate what the soldiers
did for our country even more now, as I was left speechless at the memorials which were beautiful. I learnt
so much, laughed and cried, and made some of the best memories. It was an experience I will never forget
and I couldn’t recommend going more!”
Kitty Green - 10 Pearl
“On the trenches trip to Belgium, we visited many war memorials and trenches that have been cared for
from the World War. I learnt that the swords of sacrifice are placed either in front or inside a war
cemetery to represent the lives the soldiers sacrificed for their country. Inside each cemetery the grave
stones were white and ordered in lines. I learnt that if the graves were placed closely together, it meant
they either died together or on the same day. Personally, I felt upset to see so many graves inside each
cemetery as I realised how many people sacrificed their life for their country. However, I felt thankful as
they fought to make our lives better. If they hadn’t have done, my life would have been very different,
possibly surrounded by war.
One night, we attended a memorial service where they played the trumpet and held flags. This made me
feel happy and proud as this memorial happens every evening and has never failed. This shows the
importance and praise of the lives that were sacrificed during the Great War.”
Ellie Bennett - 10 Opal
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“The trenches trip was such an amazing experience for students as we got to experience some of what the
everyday life of a soldier would be like. We got to go to places that soldiers would have lived in, like the
Wellington Quarry, the trenches and museums that replicated hospitals, beds and toilets. In some of the
places we went to, we were able to see some items that had survived from the war like caps, badges, guns,
and clothing. We also got to visit many cemeteries and memorials which were very moving and thoughtprovoking. We also learnt a lot about how to identify information about soldiers, like where their badges
were from and when and where they died. I can safely say that it was one of the best experiences where I
made so many memories and learnt and realised so much. I can now appreciate the soldiers a lot more for
what they gave up for us.”
Narae Shin - 10 Sapphire

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
This academic year has seen a fantastic group of Year 10 students sign up and take part in the Duke of Edinburgh's Award. Activities undertaken this year for the skills, volunteering and physical sections include cooking, helping in the Library, teaching children to code, Aikido, ballet dancing and playing various instruments.
In addition, the students have been required to take part in a practice walk and an assessed expedition with
an overnight camp. Despite some last minute weather worries, both walks were met with glorious sunshine
and sun-tan lotion was a higher priority than rain jackets! The girls slogged it out despite heat and heavy
rucksacks to finish both courses very tired but as a successful team.
It is fair to say it has been a bitter sweet year for us on the Duke of Edinburgh team. Having successfully
completed the expedition requirement, we now have two students who have already fully completed their
Bronze level of the award, with many others not far behind them. In contradiction, it is with great sadness
and well wishes that we lose Mrs Pelham from the team as she retires at the end of term. Over her time at
Tolworth, she has led or supported at least fifteen expedition groups and given hundreds of students
the opportunity to work towards the Duke of Edinburgh Award at both Bronze and Silver level. Whilst we look
forward to the challenge of a new cohort of students in the next academic year, it will not be the same without her.
Duke of Edinburgh Team - Mrs Pelham, Miss Leeper and Miss Clark
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Year 10 and Year 12 Residential Trip to Geneva, Switzerland (CERN)
Tolworth Girls’ School and Southborough Boys’ School went on a joint CERN visit to Geneva in Switzerland on
16 - 19 April 2019. Below are some write-ups from Year 10 students describing their experiences whilst on this
trip:
“On 16 April 2019, a handful of Year 10 and Year 12 students from Tolworth Girls’ School and a few Years 10,
11 and 12 students from Southborough Boys’ School went on a residential trip to Switzerland. When we were
there, we had a guided tour of the United Nations and saw part of CERN (European Organization for Nuclear
Research) where the Large Hadron Collider is, altogether it was very informative. It was also a good
opportunity to make new friends, both with people from another school and people who you don’t normally
talk to and I personally made some new friends—that was one of the highlights of the trip.
For me, what really stood out was the guided tour of the United Nations as I am very interested in studying
politics at A Level and potentially at University. I also really enjoyed exploring the wonderful city of Geneva
which was like a lovely combination of Paris and Barcelona, with a lake view reminiscent of Scandinavia.
My least favourite part of the trip was the pillows at the hostel (it felt like sleeping on a brick), however, I
decided to make do and slept on one of my jumpers instead! The hostel was clean and the staff were
friendly.”
By Miki Persson Caracciolo (10J)

“The trip was extremely fun, the scenery was beautiful and we did lots of great activities. We went to lots
of fun places such as bowling, boat trips and sightseeing as we walked around Geneva. The food was great
and we all met lots of new people.
CERN was fun as it was the main reason that we went to Switzerland. We had a nice tour guide who told us
all about the Large Hadron Collider and its importance. We were shown around and taught how the Collider
is built and how it works.
Another highlight of the trip was the United Nations Office. We toured around the huge, beautiful building.
We were told all about the history of it and about each of the unique rooms we went to.
When we were not doing all these fun activities, we got to go around in smaller groups to sightsee, shop and
eat, as well as meeting new people from Southborough.
In conclusion, the trip was amazing and I highly recommend it, especially as it was fun to go and see
everything.
Isha Ahmed (10G)
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“On 16 April, Year 10 and Year 12 students from Tolworth Girls’ School and Southborough went on a trip to
Geneva, Switzerland.
It was the most amazing time ever. The scenery was mesmerising and the experience was very interesting
and engaging. We learnt lots of new and interesting things, especially at CERN, visiting the Large Hadron
Collider which was the highlight of the trip.
On the first day, we went to the United Nations Headquarters where we learnt about history and politics, as
well as the various committees that make up the United Nations today. It was truly an amazing experience.
Afterwards we went on a boat ride around Lake Geneva, visiting the Jet d’Eau. It was amazing and the views
were beautiful.
On the second day, we went to CERN. We went on a tour around some of the buildings, and even crossed the
border to France. As the day neared an end, we went bowling and had fun with our new friends from
Southborough.
On the last day, we went on a treasure hunt around Geneva as well as doing some souvenir shopping and
stocking up on Swiss chocolate!
We would really recommend this to future students as it is an amazing experience and a great way to make
new friends.
We also want to give a special thanks to Miss Leeper and Miss Parker for organising and taking us on the trip!”
Fatima Rashad (10S) and Isabella Rocha (10G)
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Year 10 Geography Field Trip to Juniper Hall
“On Monday 20 May and Friday 24 May the GCSE
Geography students went to the River
Tillingbourne to complete their Geography
fieldwork.
On arrival at Juniper Hall our leader gave us
information about the river we were using for our
investigation. We also got given waterproof
jackets, trousers and wellington boots in
preparation for standing in the river. We
discussed sampling techniques to understand why
the specific locations along the river that we
would use for our data collection had been chosen
and were suitable for our fieldwork.
During the day we travelled between the
different sites along the river by coach/
minibus. Our equipment included a hydroprop
flowmeter, a metre stick, measuring tape, a
stop watch and a clipboard. This equipment
allowed us to measure the variables of the
width, depth and velocity along the River
Tillingbourne. At the first stop, Crossways
Farm, we each drew an annotated sketch of the
river to reference roughly what the site looked
like and the general characteristics of it. Each
method of data collection was repeated at the
next two fieldwork sites, Abinger Hammer and
Gomshall.
After visiting all three sites, we headed back to Juniper Hall with all of our
data. Upon our return we were given tea, squash or hot chocolate and cake
and played some games after our hard work. The results of our fieldwork
showed the changing characteristics of the river channel. This Geography
fieldwork is very important as it will form part of our GCSE exams.”
By Orla Dooley and Mia Kan (10S)
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Year 11 News
From the Head of Year, Miss Kelly
Congratulations to our Year 11 students who have successfully completed their GCSE examinations, and now
eagerly await results day on Thursday 22 August! It is wonderful to see that so many of our Year 11 students
have applied to our outstanding Sixth Form College and will continue their Post-16 journey’s at TGS; we are
looking forward to welcoming them back in September!
The Year 11 Graduation Assembly was a huge success; there couldn’t have been a better way to celebrate five
amazing years together. The energy and atmosphere was happy and uplifting; the messages of thanks from
students to staff were personal and heartfelt, and the gratitude between staff and students was shared by all.
A special thank you to those students who planned, organised and contributed towards the assembly, they
made it a special celebration for all of their peers, and were exceptional role models for the rest of the school.
The celebrations continued that evening at the Year 11 Prom, which was the perfect party to cap off their time
at Tolworth Girls’ School to date. A happy and memorable night for all, despite the sore feet from all of the
dancing! A huge thank you to the students in the Year 11 Prom Committee who helped organise the event and
prepared the venue, without whom it would not have been the amazing success that it was!
On GCSE results day, students can collect their results between 8.30am and 11.00am. They will need to have
photo identification with them, which can be their lanyards. For exam related enquiries following the results
please contact or visit the Examinations Department who will be available between 9.00am – 12.00 noon only,
on Thursday 22 July and Friday 23 July. Students can also collect their Year Books on GCSE results day.
The past five years have been a pleasure and a privilege. Thank you Year 11 and good luck!
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Years 12 and 13 News
From the Assistant Director of Sixth Form, Mr Boyce
Year 12
Year 12 students have had a busy, demanding and hopefully enjoyable first year. In the last term they started
researching the UCAS process, planning Personal Statements and deciding on their Extended Project
Qualification titles. Many students have also taken the opportunity to visit prospective universities and to take
part in taster days.
Year 12 also completed their end of year exams. The results of these were given to them on Monday 15 July.
Students recently attended a wide range of genuinely interesting work experience placements. Students have
had to source these placements themselves and most have found work which links to possible courses and
careers. Whatever they did, I am sure they represented us superbly. Huge thanks to Mrs Hewitt for all the
support, administration and advice she has given to Year 12 during this process.
At the end of last half term, a superb group of candidates for our Head Girl Team were interviewed as part of
the process to make sure we are represented effectively. The team selected, are extremely strong and all the
students who took part in this process were fantastic.
Obviously we want students to enjoy the summer but they should also be aware of how much work will be
required in the new academic year. Any tasks set by teachers must be completed and any research or wider
reading that can be done for EPQ and other subjects will be immensely useful at the start of the year.
Well done so far and enjoy a well deserved break.

Year 13
It has been another successful year for our lovely Year 13 students who have now officially, and rather sadly,
left us to move towards whatever awaits in their future lives. Their end of year assembly was a well
organised, touching and funny event with all students looking back fondly on seven years at Tolworth. Many
thanks to those students who took responsibility for both the assembly itself and for the filming and editing of
the video. Equal thanks must be given to the students who have organised the Year 13 Prom this year which
was another fun filled success.
The majority of our students will be going on to higher education and some will be starting on other
pathways. It is due to their maturity and the support of an excellent Sixth Form team that they all have
constructive and realistic plans of some kind for their immediate future and it is great to see so much
positivity, humour and hope in such a well loved year group. It has been a complete privilege and a pleasure
to be their Head of Year and I wish them all the very best of luck for the future.

Trips and Activities - Years 12 and 13
UCAS Day at St Paul’s School, Hammersmith
Year 12 Science students were invited to attend a ‘Top University’ Day at St Paul’s School in Hammersmith on
Wednesday 26 June. There was an introduction and explanation to Oxbridge and other top Universities’
application processes given by a member of UCAS and also an Oxbridge College admissions expert, as well as
subject specific information sessions on personal statements and tests. The students were provided with
reading lists, past papers and essays to be completed over the summer. There will be at least two follow up
sessions in the Autumn Term to help the students prepare for interviews and tests. This is a wonderful
opportunity for our high achieving students, and we were pleased to see so many of our students take
advantage of the programme.
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Year 10 and Year 12 Residential Trip to Geneva, Switzerland (CERN)
“On 16 April, a group of Tolworth Girls’ and Southborough High School students went on a Science school trip
to Geneva, Switzerland. We arrived at Geneva Hostel at 9.00pm, and were provided with a home-cooked
dinner. We stayed here for the next three nights. The hostel provided breakfast every morning and free
travel cards to get around the city.
On our first day, we visited the second biggest United Nations headquarters worldwide; here we toured
around the different assembly rooms where some of the biggest decisions in the world are made. We were
then taught about the history of the building, and the art work within it, before enjoying a boat trip across
the beautiful Lake Geneva.
The reason for our trip to Geneva was to visit CERN,
where the Large Hadron Collider is located. Here we
learned about the particle accelerator and detector
and the ground-breaking research they are carrying
out into the origins of the universe.
On the final day we got a chance to explore the city
with our friends on a scavenger hunt and, of course,
to try some Swiss ice cream.
Every evening we went out for a meal before having
some fun activities, such as bowling and just relaxing
at the hostel. We all had an amazing time and are so
grateful we got the opportunity to go. We really hope
the chance will be available for future students as
well.”
By Emma Banham and Jenna Cann - Year 12
More information and photos of this trip can be found in the Year 10 section of this newsletter.

Congratulations!
Safiya Ali won a well deserved runner up prize in the Art History essay category at the 2019 NCH London Essay
Competition Awards Ceremony. To put this into context, they received 3,600 entries for this year's
competition, so it's an incredibly achievement.

A Level Dance Show – Thursday 9 May 2019
Our Year 13 A Level Dance students performed their examination pieces
to parents, friends, family and teachers on Thursday evening in the Croft
Theatre. There were a variety of solos choreographed, focusing on the
key choreographers from the syllabus. The Year 13 students eloquently
performed solos in the style of Christopher Bruce, Jerome Robbins and
Akram Khan.
The Year 12 A Level students also performed pieces they have been
learning in practical lessons, demonstrating excellent technique and
performance skills.
Finally, the Year 13 A Level students choreographed group pieces using a variety of challenging stimuli: echo
and reverberation (as used in Science), a 1950’s recipe by Elizabeth David or an exploration of the
19th Century Gilded Age. In response, the students created thoughtful and imaginative choreographies.
www.tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk // email: info@tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk // Tel: 020 8397 3854 // Fax: 020 8974 2600

24

July 2019 Newsletter – Issue 21
Well done to all the A Level students, and their dancers from Years 7 upwards! We are proud of what you have
achieved.

“I loved the Young Reporter’s program
as it reassured me that journalism is
the career I would like to pursue.”
What the students say ….
“Despite the pressures of the deadlines and having to write an article from scratch,
in the end it’s great to reflect on all the hard-work you produced over the eight
months commitment and an amazing accomplishment to include in future
applications.”
Fatima - Year 12 Student Reporter
“I really liked it. It was fun looking for the perfect topic. It is a really simple task
yet enhances your academic skills in writing. I recommend that people take part in
this unique opportunity.”
Cheeman - Year 12 Student Reporter
“It was an interesting experience and taught me about the lives of journalists and
what it may involve. I have learnt many new skills that will certainly help me in
life.”
Emily Mandry - Year 10 Student Reporter
All of our ten students who enrolled on this eight month Work Experience completed all their assignments and
each will receive a Newsquest Certificate of Journalistic Achievement for their portfolios.
Apply in September to Mrs Marillat for the 2020 course.
Congratulations to Fatima who won a highly commended prize in this year's Young Reporters' competition for
an article about the effects of Brexit on the NHS. This is also a competition that thousands of students are
involved in, so this achievement is extremely impressive.
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Events for all Year Groups
Students travel to Normandy for 75th D-Day Anniversary - continued from Page 1

Inter-house PE Competitions
Key Stage 3 have had the opportunity to represent their form in Football (Year 7) and Netball (Years 8 and 9)
this academic year. All the students should be proud of themselves and they showed great sportsmanship on
the day! Congratulations to all those involved. Thank you also to the Year 12s who are undertaking the
Level 2 Award in Community Sports Leadership, for all their help and support in being Team Managers and
Referees – you did a great job! Please see each year section for more information and photographs.
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STEM Girls’ Club
The new STEM Girls’ Club has been a big hit this term, with
students making prosthetic limbs, to distilling their own
perfume and making their own ‘natural’ face masks.
The Club is to highlight to our future engineers, scientists
and females in technology that STEM is fun, engaging and
most importantly, a very viable career for us girls.
Currently men hugely outnumber the number of females in
STEM careers and
here at Tolworth Girls’ School we are trying to break down
these gender stereotype barriers and provide our students
with the opportunity to see what it would be like to work in
this field.
The Club will continue in the Autumn Term with more
engaging STEM activities. Sign up via epraise at the beginning of the September Term.

Living Eggs!
Students were all ‘a flock’ with the
new arrivals of ten baby chicks in the
Science Department this term. Living
Eggs is a charity which brings wildlife
into the classroom. They provided us
with en unhatched eggs which, over
the course of ten days, we watched
hatch and the chicks develop into
adorable chicks. The students had the
opportunity to hold the chicks, as well
as feed them in class and at
lunchtimes. They also spent time in
their lessons and in tutor time learning
about the development of chicks.
The whole school were gripped by their every move and, with a live stream of their daily activity on the plasma
screens in Reception, they could be watched by all. We cannot wait to have them back next year.
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Summer Art and Design Exhibition
Tolworth Girls’ School and Sixth Form Summer Arts
and Design Exhibition unveiled a variety of
innovative and original works by many talented
students on the evening of Monday 24 June 2019.
The exhibition, which involved work from both
A Level and GCSE levels, included fashion textiles,
art, photography, graphics, product design,
ceramics and more.
Parents, students, teachers and guests attended the
celebratory and successful event and many bought
postcards to remember inspiring pieces from the
evening.

A Level Exams
The Art, Textiles and Photography exams were sat this term and the students produced some fantastic pieces.
On behalf of the students involved, thank you to all the Art teachers and our Art technician who encouraged
and supported them throughout. All the students should be incredibly proud of what they have achieved this
year. We have students from the year about to embark on Art Foundation and Degree Courses. We would like
to wish the Year 13s all the best in their chosen career path next year and we hope their Art experience has
enriched their time at Tolworth Girls’ School and Sixth Form.

Lauren Grace - A Level Art

Sophie Freelove - A Level Photography

Isabelle Taylor ‘A’ Level Textiles

Wimbledon Ball Girls/Boy
Congratulations to all of this year’s
Wimbledon Ball Girls; Charlotte R, Skye D,
Ella S, Ella W, Yea Jin P, Bella R, Carrie B
and Simran P, and also to our Sixth Form
Ball Boy, Henry J. The preparations and
selection process in the lead up to the
Championships is very rigorous; requiring
unrivalled discipline, dedication and
commitment.
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It is a huge privilege to perform at Wimbledon but also a huge responsibility, under the watchful eye of the
world, at the largest professional tennis championship in the world! They coped tremendously well under
immense pressure, and they have all done themselves and our school community incredibly proud! Well done,
it is such an honour and an incredible achievement!
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Whole School Sports Day - Friday 12 July 2019
This years’ Sports Day was another huge success. The rain held off, and spirits were high! Well done to all
students on their outstanding sportsmanship, team spirit and valiant efforts to secure crucial points for their
house teams. ‘It’s the taking part that counts’ really was the essence of the day!

Year 7 Winning House:
Topaz

Year 8 Winning House:
Sapphire

Year 9 Winning House:
Garnet

Year 10 Winning House:
Emerald

Overall House Winner: Garnet

Year 10 Students
www.tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk // email: info@tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk // Tel: 020 8397 3854 // Fax: 020 8974 2600

30

July 2019 Newsletter – Issue 21

Careers Review of the Year
It’s been another busy year in the Careers Department. From getting this year’s Year 11
students ready for their next steps, to introducing Year 7 to what careers education at
Tolworth Girls’ School means.
September began with Year 8 students taking part in Daughters to Work Day, where many students
participated in attending a workplace agreed by parents/carers and experiencing what the world of work looks
like.
Year 11 completed their careers unit and were all offered a one-to-one careers appointment to discuss options
and complete applications. Open Days were attended and places offered and by December, mocks were
underway and most students had been seen and applications made.
January soon came around and focus turned to our Year 9 students making their option choices, so group work
with me took place, and they completed their careers unit using Launchpad as an online tool to support their
choices. Options Evening is always well attended and parents/carers always keen to support their daughters
in making these subject decisions.
By the time February half term came round, Parents’ Evenings for all years were in full swing and Careers is
always in attendance to answer questions or find out what’s next on the pathway to the future.
National Careers Week and National Apprenticeship Week in March were celebrated with tutorial time
activities and each year something new will take the focus.
Attention turned back to Year 11 and the remainder of the year group and second appointments continued up
until study leave began. In the meantime, Years 7, 8 and 10 were on to their careers units during tutorial
time. As always, destination data and future focus questionnaires went out to Year 11 and Year 10
respectively and planning for the next academic year was well underway.
In the final half term, Year 10 completed their Daughters to Work Day and some great shadowing was in place
from Kingston Hospital to Veterinary and IT. Everyone had a great time thinking about likes and dislikes of a
workplace, hopefully helping to plan ahead for their next two week Work Experience placement opportunity in
Year 12 wisely.
Year 9 were also fortunate enough to have five weeks of Careers assembly
talks, from professionals in Business, Nursing, the Fire Service, Parliament
and Finance. A highlight being how quickly a student volunteer could get
dressed in all the personal protective equipment of a firefighter (the
requirement being from the minute the alarm rings at a fire station, to
being dressed, location identified and being briefed on the incident and
the engine leaving is only one minute!)
The Careers Department is also evolving and every year group had different wants, needs and dreams and it is
always a pleasure to see what the next academic year brings.
The Careers webpages are a great resource for parents and students alike, and moving away from copying and
printing information, I will be putting more on to these in the future as well as using the Twitter link, and
sending emails home via Reception. Please do keep using these and if you have any questions or queries,
please contact careersIAG@tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk
Here’s to a sunny summer and fantastic results days again.
Mrs Stansbridge Shaile
Careers Advisor
Career Education and Independent Advice and Guidance (CEIAG)
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Literacy Round-Up
It has been a busy year at TGS for all things Literacy! We have had a myriad of exciting events on offer over
the course of the year, ranging from Writing Workshops to Book Swaps.
Here are some of the highlights…
We have enjoyed lots of poetry this year, celebrating National Poetry Day in the Autumn, and then World
Poetry Day in the Spring. Our fantastic Sixth Form Literacy Champions created an amazing poetry treasure
hunt around school, and were superb Key Stage 5 ambassadors for literacy in running and promoting the
competitions and events on the day. As part of the celebrations, form groups also read a poem a day in
tutorial – many teachers enjoyed sharing favourite poems, and we took the opportunity to share poetry from
other cultures, as recommended by some of our well-travelled teachers! We had some amazing entries to our
poetry competitions, with winners across each Key Stage being published in the newsletter and Windmill
Magazine.
As ever, we celebrated World Book Day in style – students and
staff alike dressed up as their favourite characters, we dropped
everything to read during lessons, took part in writing
competitions, door decorating and much more! It was fantastic
to see so many students and staff sharing their love of all things
literary, and walking around school seeing so many classes
enjoying ‘DEAR’ time for personal reading and literary discussion
was truly special.

Some fabulous door décor for World Book Day

7 Jade won the form costume prize on
World Book Day

Staff got involved in the World Book Day festivities!

For Mental Health Awareness week, students enjoyed writing and sharing poetry at a mindfulness writing
workshop – they produced some fantastic work and appreciated a moment of calm during the business of exam
season.
Tolworth Girls’ School also took part in the BBC Young Reporters’ scheme, with over twenty students across
Key Stage 3 and 4 taking part in a six-week programme, culminating in a day off-timetable to create content
for the BBC! This was a fantastic day, with our students acting as phenomenal ambassadors for the school as
they wrote articles and conducted interviews. We even secured a telephone interview with Liberal Democrat
MP Ed Davey and political activist Amanda Chetwynd-Cowieson! All their articles are still available on the
school’s website.
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BBC Young Reporter Bleunn interviewed Ms Gatt on
body image and young girls’ lives online

Behind the scenes at BBC Young Reporter - Isabella, Emily and Hana
interview political campaigner Amanada Chetwynd-Cowieson and Ed Davey!

Meanwhile, in the Library, Years 7 and 8 have been hard at work on the
Reading Stars challenge, with over 130 certificates being awarded for
excellent effort and attainment with private reading. Well done, girls!
Staff enjoyed a festive ‘jobalokaflod’, inspired by the Icelandic tradition of
exchanging books at Christmas! Over fifty staff got involved and had fun
sharing their recommendations, and many continue to enjoy our fortnightly
Book Club. Inspired by the success of the book swap, the Pupil Librarians
helped arrange a similar event to help students find a great read for free!

Filming underway in the
BBC Young Reporter green room

Finally, our Windmill Magazine team have continued to go from strength to
strength. Now in its third year, our student-led magazine continues to
produce a half-termly issue, available to read in the School Library or online
via the website. Our fantastic editors, Swetha Jegan and Olivia Brown, have
done an outstanding job as leaders and role models to a keen team of
student contributors. We are eagerly anticipating our end of term dinner at
Gourmet Burger Kitchen to celebrate their hard work!

Overall, it has been another busy and enjoyable year in the world of literacy – watch this space for more
excitement next term!

Pupil Librarians organised a Book Swap

Windmill Editors Swetha and Liv running a meeting
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Library News

Well done to everyone who participated in
this year’s Carnegie Shadowing at
Tolworth Girls’ School.
 35 students took this challenge - 8 books in

8 weeks.
 The competition to finish 1st was fierce.

 Achieved by Raazia & Fariha (Year 8) and

We watched the live streamed Award ceremony and
were pleased when the Slam Poet and English Teacher
from USA, Elizabeth Acevedo, won the Carnegie Medal
2019 for her powerful novel The Poet X.










Aimen (Year 7).
Skinful of Shadows
The Poet X *
Rebound*
Things a Bright Girl Can Do
Bone Talk
The House with Chicken Legs
Long Way Down*
The Land of Neverendings

In her speech, she paid credit to a particular student who
inspired her to write the book. “A story about young
people who take up space, who do not make
Students predicted endings and argued about the
themselves small, who learn the power of their own
various merits of the writing.
words.”
watched great author videos, created black
Closing her speech with an empowering poem celebrating We
out poetry, wrote reviews online and ate their
girls of colour, Acevedo said: “I think we should have
way through a mountain of choc biscuits.
poetry in every room as much as possible, and
3 books are novels in verse* and are highly
because I fundamentally believe in Dr. Rudine Sims
recommended by the senior students.
Bishop’s words that children’s literature should be a
mirror and a window.”
We held a joint book group TGS/Southborough
Shadowing Activity & are planning more for
https://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/stream.php
next term.
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Library News

Every picture tells a
Summer Reading Star
story

Challenge to all our staff
& all our students
Get caught reading on Camera
• What & Where did you read over
the Summer?
• Email photo entries to
Library@tolworthgirlsschool.co.uk

This has been a fantastic term to
be your School Librarian.
Manga Club … TGS Book Munch …
Year 10 Speak Out …
Year 12 NewsQuest…
Year 8, Year 9 & Year 10
Pupil Librarians… Author visits …
Quiz winners …
It has been very rewarding to see so many
students reflecting on their book choices.
Year 7 have all been showcasing their
impressive Book Buzz Book trailers which
will be widely shared next Open Evening.
Year 8 also aimed Higher as they polished
their presentation skills for in the Genre
Challenge.
Now it is time to Challenge all our School
Community to Get Caught Reading on
Camera.
Prizes Prizes Prizes
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PFA News
Another truly enjoyable Quiz Night took place on Friday 10 May. There were teams made up of parents and
teachers. Thank you to Mr Lowe for writing the quiz and also Mr Flood for being the quiz master. The winners
were a team of parents, team name ‘Heavens knows I'm quizzical now’, and they beat the team ‘Toilet
Cleaners’. There was also a team of three generations who are, and have been past students of Tolworth
Girls’ School - thank you!
The Tolworth Girls’ School Uniform Shop has proven to be very successful. We do, however, need good
quality items of school uniform to continue doing this. Please check out the TGS uniform for sale on the
Facebook page or email pta.tgs@gmail.com.
There have been lots of different events over the last year from the Year 7 Disco, Festive Foyers, auctions and
raffles which have only been possible with the help of parents and teachers organising these. Thank you to the
wider school community for donating raffle/auction prizes and giving your children money to spend at the
events. It all helps make a little difference to school life.
This year, the PFA has been able to support again, the Science Department to provide an Urban Farm
experience, Year 11 School Prom, and also camera equipment for the Art Department. The PFA is still raising
money for the Performing Arts studio equipment and we are half-way towards our total.
Dates and upcoming events will be published in next newsletter in October.
The next PTA meeting will be Wednesday 11 September 2019 in the School Library.

Students Contact Details
Please can parents inform the school immediately of any changes
in your daughter’s/son’s contact details.
These are very important and must be kept up to date
in case of student illness or a school emergency.

Important Reminder from the First Aider
Parents are reminded to inform the school if there are changes to the following:
 Emergency contact details.
 Medical conditions that can emerge as students mature.
 Changes to medication.
 We request that all parents whose child suffers from Severe Asthma or Severe Allergies provide the school

with a named up-to-date Inhaler or Epipen.
 If the medicine becomes out of date, you will be informed and you must replace the medicine

immediately; we as a school will take no responsibility if you fail to provide a replacement.

ParentPay Reminder
Please can we remind Parents/Carers to use ParentPay or PayPoint if you do not have a computer to pay for
trips or other items the school requests money for.
We will continue to send out activation letters to those who send in cash or cheques. Paying by ParentPay
is a much more secure way of paying, also it is very convenient for parents who can pay at any time.
We thank you for your cooperation.
The Finance Team
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Health and Safety reminder from the Science Department
All students in the laboratory must wear safety goggles. This includes when a student across the lab is still
working on their practical task and you have finished your experiment for the day. This simple precaution
can eliminate the danger of eye injury caused by you or your neighbour spattering chemicals or breaking
glass. Another important protection for your eyes is to avoid rubbing your fingers in or near your eyes.
Chemicals can easily be transferred from your hands to your eyes in this way.
All students are required to wear a lab coat at all times when anyone is working with chemicals
in the lab. A lab coat is more than a uniform identifying you as a scientist; it affords you some
protection from spills of hot or corrosive materials as well as protecting your school uniform.

Have you any items of unwanted or outgrown TGS PE kits?
Should there be any unwanted items of PE kit which are now redundant please could you bring them into
Reception, marked for the attention of the PE department. They will be met with open arms! Unwanted
kit is always in great demand and used to support those who have lost or forgotten their kit for lessons, so
that students can still be taught and integrated.
If your daughter is in Year 11 and will sadly be leaving Tolworth Girls’ School, we would be more than
happy to receive her kit! Track bottoms, t-shirts, trainers and yellow socks would be very welcome and put
to good use. Thank you.
PE Department

Childcare - AfC Childminder Agency, Leap Ahead
The AfC Childminder Agency, Leap Ahead is registered and inspected by Ofsted. Childminders can choose
to join the Agency and be registered and inspected by Leap Ahead rather than Ofsted. In addition to
registration, those who join our agency will receive individual support and guidance, meetings, training
and an annual graded visit. The childminder’s report is published on the website where parents can search
for childminders in their area. http://www.leapahead.org.uk/

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online you could be raising a free donation for Tolworth Girls’
School?
There are nearly 3,000 retailers on board ready to make a donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva,
and Sainsbury's - it doesn't cost you a penny extra!
It's really simple, all you have to do is:
1. Join - Head to Tolworth Girls’ School PTA – Surbiton (TGS PTA) and sign up for free.
2. Shop - Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising.org.uk first, pick the retailer you want and
start shopping.
3. Raise - After you've checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no extra
cost whatsoever!
There are no catches or hidden charges and Tolworth Girls’ School will be really grateful for your donations.
Thank you for your support.
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SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES FOR 2019-2020
AUTUMN TERM 2019
Monday 2 September - Wednesday 18 December 2019
Year 12 Enrolment

Monday 2 September 2019

INSET DAY - School Closed for Staff Training

Tuesday 3 September 2019

INSET DAY - School Closed for Staff Training
Year 7 Orientation Day
Year 12 Team Building Day
Year 13 Enrolment

Wednesday 4 September 2019

All Students Return

Friday 6 September 2019

HALF TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 28 October - Friday 1 November

Students Return

Monday 4 November 2019

Last Day of Term - Early Closure

Wednesday 18 December 2019

Thursday 5 September 2019

KEY DATES
FOR AUTUMN TERM 2019
Year 10 Tutor Evening

Tuesday 10 September 2019

School Photographs for Years 7, 9, 11 and 12

Tuesday 10 September 2019

Year 12 Parents’ Information Evening

Tuesday 24 September 2019

Year 8 ‘Take Your Daughter to Work Day’

Friday 27 September 2019

Main School Open Evening

Wednesday 9 October 2019

Year 7 PTA Disco

Friday 11 October 2019

Sixth Form Open Evening

Tuesday 22 October 2019

Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 12 November 2019

Whole School Curriculum Day

Wednesday 13 November 2019

PFA Pre-Christmas Mufti Day

Friday 22 November 2019

Year 7 Tutor Evening

Tuesday 26 November 2019

Year 12 Tutor Evening

Tuesday 26 November 2019

PTA Festive Foyer

Friday 6 December 2019

Christmas Carol Concert

Tuesday 10 December 2019

SPRING TERM 2020
Monday 6 January - Friday 3 April 2020
Students Return

Monday 6 January 2020

HALF TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 17 February - Friday 21 February 2020

Students Return

Monday 24 February 2020

Last Day of Term for Students

Thursday 2 April 2020

INSET DAY - School Closed for Staff Training

Friday 3 April 2020
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Exam Results 2019
We will be welcoming students to come to the School Hall
to collect exam results at the following times:

A Level Results - Thursday 15 August 2019
GCSE Results - Thursday 22 August 2019
8.30am – 11.00am
In the School Hall
Staff will only be available for queries at the times above.

Exams Office will be open for enquiries on Friday 16 August and Friday 23 August
from 9.00am - midday.
If someone else is collecting your results, you must submit a signed letter to
the Exams Officer, providing details of who will be collecting your results
and they must bring in photo ID e.g. a passport or drivers licence.
Please note that this is a legal requirement, rather than a school rule.
You may also submit a stamped addressed envelope and your results will be posted to you.
Post-results enquiries and access to scripts must be authorised in writing by the student,
not the parent/guardian, and paid for at the time of application.
Details can be found on the school website.

YEARS 12 AND 13 ENROLMENT DAYS
We would ask you to attend at the appropriate time slot listed below,
according to the first letter of your surname:
YEAR 12
Monday 2 September 2019
Sixth Form Study Area
10.30am – 11.15am

A–G

11.30am – 12.15pm

H–P

1.30pm – 2.30pm

Q–Z

YEAR 13
Thursday 5 September 2019
Sixth Form Study Area
9.00am – 12.00 noon
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